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Rosales warns gov't 
vs granting amnesty 
By Martin P. Marfil 


and Joselle d.R. Badilla, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


А CATHOLIC Church leader has warned the 
government against granting amnesty to the 
Oakwood mutineers without any firm guar- 
antee from the soldiers that they would not 

ROSALES/A2! 


mal feedback@inqulrercom ph 


Monday, October4,2004 xx  Tépages / Ssections / vol.19 /; no.299 


m Sports/ А28 


Trinidad TKOs 


Grenade found 


Entertainment / A33 Prong ng Epyan iaw 
Mga imbestigasyon ng 


Kongreso: May silbi ba? 
Wina 2I" TV Text 2910 now! 


S, FEAR 


Less Views 


PIs 


Palace to 15 GOCCs: 
Shape up or face ax 


MU 


UNDERWATER PARADISE 


M 


A spectacular show of colorful corals and fish 60 feet under the sea off Pescador Island in Moalboal, Cebu, attracted President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
its depths last week. The photographer, however, was instructed not to release any shots of Ms Arroyo to media outfits for unknown reasons. 


This was the warning of 
Malacaüang to 15 govern- 
ment-owned and -controlled 
corporations (GOCCs) and 
government financial insti- 
tutions (GFIs), 13 of which, 
according to the Depart- 
ment of Budget and Man- 
agement, lost a total of near- 
ly P20 billion in 2003. (See 
list at right.) 


Malacafiang plans to abolish 
heavily losing GOCCs to rein in 
the government's budget deficit 

“We can abolish the non-per- 
forming GOCCs altogether if the 
administration sees no viable ef- 
fort among its officials to turn 
these corporations around," Bud- 
get Secretary Emilia Boncodin 
said. 

The Ingumnen has counted 30 
GOCCs that lost a combined 
P1402 billion last year. 

The GOCCs and the GFls ac- 
counted for P2 trillion of the P5.4 
trillion public sector debt as of 
September 2003. Their liabilities 
have been assumed by the nation- 
al government, exacerbating the 
budget deficit and the public sec- 
tor debt. 

"Definitely we cannot afford to 
subsidize all of our GOCCs. We 


Bishop doubts gov’t ignorant of ‘jueteng’ payola list 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
and Blanche S. Rivera 


LINGAYEN-DAGUPAN Archbishop Oscar 
Gruz said he did not see the need to identi- 
ficials receiving money from 
operators, throwing back the 
challenge of naming them at Malacafiang 
“Ifthe government does not even know 
the already well-known big time (jueteng) 


operators in Luzon, (then) what does it 
know?" said Cruz, chair of the Krusadang 
Bayan Laban sa Jueteng (National Cru- 
sade Against Jueteng). 

Malacafiang on Saturday urged Cruz to 
name the national officials on the take 
from operators of jueteng, an illegal num- 
bers game, so the government could pros- 
есше them. Jueteng is a P30-billion-a- 
year industry earning mostly from bets of 
the poor. 


RP’s only world-class 


special ice skater 


By Blanche S. Rivera. $ 


JONNEL Enorme has cerebral pal 
sy and multiple disabilities, includ- 
ing hearing and visual impairment. 
But he won three of a harvest of 90 
gold medals—plus 62 silvers and 
26 bronzes—that garnered for the 
Philippines in August the presi 
gious World Recreational Ice Skat- 
ing Championship. 

"The country’s only special ice 
skater, Jonnel, 23, slurs and half 
yells every word he says. He walks 
with a curious gait and wears a 
contorted, seemingly uncontrol- 
lable expression on his face. 

But on the rink, nobody can 
tell, 

“They don't know hes special 
when he skates. They only realize 
it when they get a closer look and 
notice the way he talks,” coach 
Rene Rones said during an inter 
view at SM Megamall, where Jon- 
nel practices. 

Of the countrys ice skaters, it is 
Jonnel who almost always receives 
a standing ovation at international 
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WORLD-CLASS performance from ice skater 
Jonnel Enorme despite his disabilities. конных: encounters with Bush. 


By asking Krusada to reveal the names 
of the government officials involved in 
jueteng, the government was effectively 
passing on its responsibility to a “puny 
NGO," Cruz said. 

“This is bad news for those who expect 
the government to work for them, watch 
after them, to promote their common 
good,” Cruz said ina statement. 

Ata joint press conference with Philip- 
pine National Police Director General 


Edgar Aglipay on Friday, Cruz said a pri- 
vate investigation had revealed that at 
least four national officials from Luzon 
and the Visayas and a number of mayors 
‘were involved in jueteng. 

‘Cruz said one of the national officials 
was receiving P6 million a month in 
jueteng payola, but he refused to identify 
them because his group was still gathering. 
evidence. 
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Newsweek poll puts 


WASHINGTON—Just a month before the 
US election, President George W. Bush 
suddenly faces a fight for his political life 
after а resurgent John Kerry saved off 
elimination and hauled himself back into 
the game. 

‘The Democratic candidate was celebrat 
ing his best week on the campaign trail in 
months as a Newsweek poll suggested that 
Kerry had not only wiped out Bush's mod- 
est lead but even pulled slightly ahead of 


Kerry ahead of Bush 


his Republican rival. 

"The first poll taken since the debate on 
Thursday night showed Kerry running 
even with Bush after having trailed him in 
the same survey last month. 

A Newsweek poll of 1,013 registered vot- 
ers from late Thursday to early Saturday 
showed Kerry had the support of 47 percent 
and Bush 45 percent, with independent 
candidate Ralph Nader at 2 percent. The 
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Kerry gets campaign back 
on track after debating Bush 


By Amando Doronila 


SEN. JOHN Kerry scored points against US 
President George W. Bush in their first tele- 
vised debate on Thursday night, 

breathing new Ше го the Demo- 
cratic Party's presidential cam- 
paign a month before the November elec- 
tion. Kerry emerged a clear winner in in- 
stant polls of US viewers taken after ће 
debate, the first of his three face-to-face 


ANALYSIS 


The ABC poll showed 45 percent of TV 
viewers thought Kerry had won the de- 
bate, while 36 percent said it was Bush 
who did. In the CBS poll, 44 percent said 

Kerry had won compared to 26 
percent for Bush. In the CNN 
poll, Kerry was far ahead with 
79 percent and Bush with 18 percent. 

The debate gave Kerry the opportunity 
to regain the initiative in the campaign in 
which, according to the latest national 
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Ex-agri chief hits 
back at detractors 


By Norman Bordadora /ABONADO 


S0, SUE me. 
Smarting from allega- 
tions that he had charged 
Charter flights and cell 
phone bilis to the govern- 
ment, former Agriculture 
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Net Loss (2003)/ GOCC 


585 bilan) 


National Home Mortgage 
and Finance Corp. 

* (P857.94 million)” 
Philippine National always 


о million) 
Technology and Livelihood 
Resource Center 

(P435 milion) 

National irrigation Administration 
© (P292 million) 

National Tobacco Adminstration 
‘© (262 milion) 


“© (P208 million) 
E 


Coconut Апоу _ 

* (P71.58 millon)" 

Al-Amanan Islamic Investment 
the Philippines 

million) 

Philippine Television Network Inc. 


Philippine Crop Insurance Corp. 


е P5.54 million’ 
Human Settlement 
Development Corp. 


элс Deparumenc of Budget and 
Managaments odere gender and 
Ementor on Aut 


need to clean up our books and 
prune all unnecessary expenses," 
Boncodin said. 

Boncodin was directed by Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo to re- 
view the performance of the 
GOCCs and GFIs in the wake of 
wamings that the Philippines 
could face an Argentina-style cri 
sis in two to three years unlessiit 
addressed its growing deficit and 
debt. 

Malacafiang and Congress 
have targeted the GOCCs in the 
ongoing austerity program be- 
cause of their high interest ex- 
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Corpus ends 
controversial 
AFP career 


By Fe Zamora 
and Alcuin Papa 


HE RETIRES today at age 60, 
ending one of the most controver- 
sial careers in Philippine military 
history as soldier, rebel, whis- 
tle-blower and master spy. 

Now, all Brig. Gen. Victor Cor- 
pus wants а simple low-key life 
as a civilian, preferably as a 
farmer on Guimaras Island, 
where he keeps a mango orchard. 

“I think it's time for a long 
break, to be away from it all,” 
Corpus told the Inquinen, 

He said he was not interested in 
any government — position, 
whether as a director in a govem- 
ment-owned and -controlled cor- 
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Alleged Cebu drug 
kingpin charged 


By Nelson Е Flores and Jhunnex. 
lapallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 


was arrested by customs officers 
in Hong Kong last week at a ferry 
terminal bound for Macau, 

Seized from Tan were cash total- 
ing $820,000 in US and Hong 
Kong notes, as well as a small 
quantity of “ке” (metham- 
Phetamine hydrochloride ог 
shabu) and cocaine that police said 
‘was for the suspects personal use. 

He was also found carrying a 
number of passbooks to ban! 
counts that contained deposits 
amounting to $11 million. 

"Ton was believed to be the head 
ofthe operation of the three shabu 
laboratories and warehouses that 
were raided by anti-narcoties 
agens in three neighboring 
barangays in Mandaue City Cebu. 

Three ofthe 11 men arrested in 
the raid pointed to Tan as the 
mastermind of the operation, al- 
legedly the biggest in the Philip- 
pines, if not Southeast Asia. 

Cebu City Rep. Amonio Cuenco, 
vice chair of the House committee 
on ilegal drugs, identified the three 
as Briton Simon Lao and Filipinos 
Joseph Yu and Allan Yap Garcia. 

"The others arrested were С 
nese Bao Xia Fu, Tau Hue and Liu 
Fu; Taiwanese Hu Tiao Yi and Lin 
Li Ku; Malaysians Siew Kin Weng 
and Liew Kam Song, and Filipino 
Joseph Lopez. 

‘The 11, along with Tan, were 
charged with the illegal manufacture 
of shabu before the RTC in Mandaue 
City: With a report from Joey A. Ga- 
bieta, PDI Visayas Bureau 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Drug Enforcement 
‘Agency (PDEA) yesterday an- 
mounced the fling of criminal 
charges against the alleged brains of 
the ilegal drug operation in Man- 
daue City which was raided by anti- 
narcotics operatives late last month. 

Calvin de Jesus Tan was charged 
before the Mandaue City Regional 
Trial Court with violation of Re- 
public Act 9165, the Comprehen- 
sive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002. 

Тап is currently detained in 
Hong Kong for violation of Chi- 
ha's anti-illegal drug law. 

PDEA Undersecretary and Direc- 
tor General Anselmo Avenido Jr 
said the agency is currently working 
with the foreign affairs department 
for Tan's immediate extradition. 

Consul General Corazon del 
Monte Jover in Hong Kong told 
Avenido the court magistrate 
there did not allow Tan to post 
bail but instead opted to continue 
hearing his case of possession of 
dangerous drugs until Nov. 1. 

Avenido said he did not know 
what prompted the Hong Kong 
court to issue such a decision when 
possession of dangerous drugs was 
a bailable offense there. 

"1 believe the magistrate decided 
to detain him there until Nov 1 be- 
‘cause ofthe representations made by 
the Philippine goverment." he said. 

Тап, 29, a Chinese-Filipino 
who holds a Philippine passport, 


ings," Garcia said. 


out to them, 


1825811 loan 


"The GSIS is set to hold a series of 
discussions with representatives of 
its 1.5 million members to inform 
them of the reforms being imple- 
mented atthe agency and to address 
the alleged “disinformation” being 
peddled by vested interest groups. 
"The agency has always been 
open to the ideas and suggestions 
ofits members, thus the dialogue 
would just be part of the manage- 
ments continuing effort to reach 
‘Garcia said. 
Garcia said he wanted all 6515 
members and the public to know 
that the GSIS had approved 
applications 
amounting to P46.9 billion from 
January to August 2004 alone. 
He said these figures should belie 
claims that the GSIS had stopped 


center rare 


AFTER all the brickbats, embattled Government Service In- 
surance Insurance president and general manager Winston 
Garcia yesterday offered the olive branch to disgruntled 
government employees and invited them to a dialogue to 
discuss the issues raised against him. 


“Even those who have recently 
staged mass actions at the GSIS 
are most welcome. I just hope 
that everyone would come with 
‘an open mind, ready to discuss is- 
‘sues rationally and without an in- 
tention to disrupt the proceed- 


granting loans to its members. “We 
at the GSIS are quick to approve 
loans of our members as long as 
their papers are in order; he said. 

Garcia said he also wanted to 
update GSIS members on the pro- 
grams being implemented, in- 
cluding the computerization of its 
database and the issuance of the 
GSIS eCard to members which 
would speed up the processing of 
pensions, loan applications and 
other benefits, while weeding out 
fraudulent claims. 


Operations normal 

Meanwhile, GSIS assured its 
members that its operations were 
normal despite threats of more 
mass actions. 

‘melita Tiangco, GSIS senior 
vice president for finance, made the 
assurance after scores of GSIS 
members recently trooped to differ- 
ent branches of Land Bank of the 
Philippines to encash their checks 
after rumors surfaced that the mass 
actions would cripple GSIS. 

Tiangco said that despite the 
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Let's talk, embattled 
Garcia tells detractors 


By Norman Bordadora and Carlito Pablo 


large number of GSIS members. 
who encashed their checks, no- 
body was turned away "Everyone. 
who had a GSIS check was ac- 
commodated," she said. 


Ally in Congress 

While five solons are ganging up. 
оп Garcia, the embattled GSIS chief 
has found anally in Congress. 

Rep. Eduardo Zialcita of 
Parafaque City yesterday said 
there was no basis for the calls for 
Garcia's ouster 

“Trial by publicity, like the one 
Mr. Garcia is subjected to day after 
day; has no place in a society that 
claims respect for human rights 
and the rule of aw,” Zialcita said. 

Zialcita said Garcia had the 
constitutional right to be pre- 
sumed innocent until found 
guilty by acourt of aw. 

Garcia’ critics include Repre- 
sentatives Rolex Suplico of Hilo, 
Eduardo Veloso of Leyte, Benasing 
Macarambon of Lanao del Sur 
Marcelino Libanan of Eastem 
Samar and Crispin Beltran of the 
party-list Anakpawis. 


Amortization questioned 
Yesterday, Beltran fired off an- 
other broadside at Garcia, claiming 
the GSIS chief was remiss in fully 
paying the monthly amortization 
on his P2.1 million GSIS loan which 
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Garcia used to buy a Volvo sedan, X 
Ging documents furnished bj 
disgruntled GSIS employees, Beltran 
said Garcia was supposed to pay 
56,414.07. month for hisloan. 2 
“However, the same document re 
veals Garcia paying only the amourit 
‘ofP43,123.06,"Belran said, > 
Garcia contracted the loan ig 
June and had paid only 
P129.369.18 for the first three 
months instead of the required 
amount of PL69242.216° | 

But Beltran’s claim was deni 
bya top GSIS executive yesterday 
who said that, in fact, Garcia һай 
overpaid a previous loan by as 
much as P73,000. > 

GSIS executive vice president En- 
ique Disuanco said Garcia re- 
ceived the P2.1 milion loan on June 
23, with the first monthly amortiza; 
tion of P56,414.07 due in August. 

Disuanco said the P43,123.06 
monthly amortization which Beltan 
claimed was an underpayment actu- 
ally referred to the monthly amorti- 
zation of an earlier loan which баг. 
cia had fully paid offs of June. 

‘She said despite the full payment 
of the previous loan, the GSIS stil 
deducted P129,369.18 from Gar- 
ia's June to August paychecks. | 

Disuanco said the GSIS made its 
first deduction of Garcia's P2.1 mil- 
lion loan from the P129,369.18 ex- 
cess payment he made. 


Mahathir to discuss 


peace, fiscal crisis 


.. FORMER Malaysian Prime Minis- 


| 


ter Mahathir Mohamad will dis- 
‘cuss the Philippine governments 
efforts to make peace with Mus- 
lim separatist rebels in Mindanao 
when he meets with President 
Macapagal-Arroyo this week, a 
Filipino official said Sunday. 

Mabathir will meet with Ms Ar- 
royo over dinner tonight before his 
speech to the Philippine Business 
Conference on Tuesday, Foreign 
Secretary Alberto Romulo said. 

Ms Arroyo will likely thank 
Mahathir for his role in fostering 
the resumption of peace talks be- 
tween the Philippine government 
and the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) when he was in 
power, Romulo said. 

He said Mahathir, who is cred- 
ited with developing Malaysia's 
economy, would also discuss 
Philippine efforts to avoid a 
looming fiscal crisis. 

"The President said she would 
welcome any advice that Dr. Ma 
hathir may wish to give һер" Ro- 
mulo added. 

Malaysia is hosting the resump- 
tion of peace talks between the 


MAHATHIR 


govemment and the MILF and is 
leading a mission from Muslim 
countries to monitor the cease-fire 
instrife tom Mindanao. 

Mahathir will be accompanied 
by his wife, Dr. Siti Hasmah, on 
the two-day visit 

“This isa friendly visit and Pres- 
ident Arroyo looks forward to an 
engaging and profound discussion 
with one of Asia's acknowledged 
statesmen,” Romulosaid. АЕР 


Sulu sultan vows to get 
Sabah back from Malaysia 


THE NEWLY crowned sultan of 
Sulu said on Sunday he would 
fight to get back the state of 
Sabah from Malaysian control, 
claiming territorial rights over 
the North Borneo territory. 

“{ will ight for my family’s rights 
in the World Court,” Radinood Ju 
aspi Kiram II told hundreds of fol- 
lowers outside a mosque in Que- 
zon City, where he was crowned 
the 29th sultan of the Sultanate of 
Sulu and North Borneo. 

“Malaysia is illegally occupy- 
ing Sabah. Sabah is ours, we will 
take it back," he said 

Kiram said he was appalled to 
see television images of Filipino 
women and children being mal- 
treated by Malaysian police 
Sabah, Tens of thousands of Fi 
ipinos had been sent home from 
Sabah since 2002. 

“The Malaysians have no author- 
ity to expel Filipinos from Sabah be 
cause the territory belongs to us" 
he said, adding that he would enlist 
the help of the Philippine govem- 
ment in bringing his case to the In- 
temational Court of Justice. 

Kiram, 56, is only now ascend- 
ing to the sultanate's throne, five 
years after his father's death, be- 
cause of confusion over succes- 
sion rules. The last sultan of Sulu 


leftabout 70 families as heirs. 

Кат said Malaysia helped 
Muslim rebels fight Manila in the 
19705, providing the separatists 
with sanctuary, training bases, 
weapons and moral support. He 
said he knew about Malaysia's role 
inthe rebellion because he was а 
former guerrilla leader himself. 

Kiram said Malaysia recently 
changed its strategy and agreed 
to broker peace negotiations be- 
tween the Philippine government 
amd the Muslim rebels only to 
protect its claim on Sabah, 

The dispute over Sabah is 
among long-standing irritants in 
the ties between the two South- 
east Asian nations, but it was 
placed on the backbumer as 
trade and investment links grew 
in the early 1990's 

‘The Sultanate of Sulu obtained 
Sabah from the Sultanate of 
Brunei as a gift for helping put 
down a rebellion on Borneo is- 
land. The British leased Sabah 
and transferred control of the ter- 
ritory to Malaysia after the end of 
World War 1l. 

But even after Sabah became 
part of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur 
continued to pay annual rent of 
5,000 ringgit ($1,315) to the heirs 
ofthesultanofSulu. Reuters 
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Cell phone ‘spam’ to be probe 
NOWADAYS, "spam" is not only luncheon meat Friday that it was looking into the prolifera- 7 
but unsolicited advertisements that find their way Чоп of spam through cell phones. и, 
passu ce MEME it's not just а Сгеа Card 

But while there are “firewalls” to block spam committee ће agency had formed a technical 
from one’s computer, nothing can stop the working group “on how best to address these 
pesky messages from invading a mobile phone. unsolicited ads." 

Officials of the National Telecommunica- Solis said the NTC has invited representa- 
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Ar аа заа D MARE 

ої pyrotechnic effects Ое Philippine Fireworks, ЫЛЫО 


Dragon Fireworks Incorporated! he largest and most moder fireworks 
manufacturing company,in the Philippines: proves once aga aga what thousands 
of its loyal patrons know = thal 


.. Twice as Young- Looking, 
c." ^. Facial Care Centre Turns 22! | 


This October, your favorite | 
skincare professional ~ Facial Care | 
Centre -- celebrates Н 
anniversary. 


| 


Taice as successful 


That's 22 successful years of | 
unparalleled skincare expertise. 
Facial Care Centre is always first | 
to bring in the latest technological | 
breakthroughs to ensure you get | 

F the best solutions for your particular | 
skin concerns. Performed by our || 
seasoned therapists under the | 
supervision of professional skincare } 
consultants and certified | 
dermatologists, you're sure to | 
experience the ultimate skin | 
pampering. 


Twice às баш 


Have wrinkle-free, blemish-free skin || 


with а fresh, youthful radiance. Only | 
Facial Care Centre сап give you all | 
these and тоге! 


Try our treatments and be | 
amazed at the remarkable result. | 
Call Facial Care Centre now for your 
free skin analysis. 


T MAKAN > . BNONDO CONGRESSIONAL CEBU 
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LCD Projectors 


More Features. Price Unmatched, 


Why buy a basic projector that is just a little advanced than an OHP when you can own 
the latest from Panasonic at a price you won't believe, 


(New 1) Go Wireless 
S SNR, 


лают 200 ASIA Vid LEO Pep 
pred 

io ene 

how 


Anti-thoft Feature? 
User Password, 


Tex Superimpsing, 


Control Panel Lock and 


UNIQUE FEATURES “isna 
5- Second Speed Start. 
One- Touch Auto Setup with 
Digital keystone Correction 
Direct Power off (no cooling time needed) 
Unique Index Window (Splits screen into two) 
Auto Power- off 
Projector Al (Automatically adjusts 
the needed brightness and color to the 
‘optimum depending on the room condition.) 
Wireless live presentation capability 
(Keeps effects and anlmation)* 
Allows Multi-Live view of two or four 
PC's altogether.” 
Wireless operation range- Som* 
*LBIONTE only 


Оз! Маййа- Tel: 759-2484 (12 lines), 9200241, 9200954, 9296758,4263023 
COSMOTECH Gebu. Tel: (032) 42232014224202 Davao: (082) 2258693 2258694 " 


FrompageAl 
competitions because of his skills despite his 
condition, Rones noted 

The applause is well deserved. 

His locomotor development stunted by cere- 
bral palsy Jonnel could not walk or talk until he 
was 8 years old. He was unable to play, or feed 
himself, or even go to the toilet alone. His moth- 
er Elena had to carry him everywhere. 

"The doctor told me he would not live long, 
and I was ready for that," Elena said, “But Tal- 
so prepared myself to accept whatever he 
would become if he survived.” 

Jonnel was born two months premature, 
small enough to fit in a palm, and was jaun- 
diced to boot. Doctors immediately diag- 
nosed multiple disorders. 

Elena recalled that she had not immediately 
informed her husband, Jose, a seaman, of the 
child's condition, All she sent in a telegraph 
was: “Gave birth, baby boy alive. Cesarean.” 
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SFM Sales Corp. brings the 
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Mitsubishi Service Plus Caravan to Calapan, Mindoro. 


Our dedication to customer satisfaction continues with another week of the 
Mitsubishi Service Plus Caravan from October 4-9, 2004. 


Services offered: 


+ Packaged Periodic Maintenance Service (PMS) 


+ Oil change and tune-up 

+ Brake cleaning and replacement 
-V-belt replacement 

-Timing belt replacement 

+Tie-rod and ball joint replacement. 


It will be open from ВАМ to SPM, so be sure to 
take advantage of this opportunity to help your 
car run like new. 


MITSUBISHI SERVICE PLUS PERIODIC 
MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE" MENU 


For inquiries or appointments, call : 


(043) 756-5194 or (0921) 5766958 


+ You may also inquire about the latest Mitsubishi vehicles and promotions, 


эни, 
STATION 


We'll be in Shell Gas Station 
J.P.Rizal St, Calapan, Mindoro 


EA 


MITSUBISHI 
MOTORS 


VÀ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. ` 
RP'sonly world-class  : 
special ice skater | 


When finally she gathered the courage to } 
tell all, Jose was sympathetic, Until now, Ele- 
na said, it is Jonnel's special needs that keep 
her husband working. Raising their son is «Й. 
nancially challenging,” according to her. But 
the bigger requirements have been "a strong 
faith, a kind heart and endless courage." 

lena quit her job and leamed as much as she 
could about Jonne!’s afficions. She and her 
husband also dropped their desire to have two 
more children so they could focus on the boy. 

To get Jonnel on his feet, Elena tried all kinds of 
‘tics, Sometimes, she would fasten a belt around 
the boy's waist and attach this to a high postor to 
herself to pull him up. Every night, she massaged 
-onnel's limbs with coconut oil, which she or- 
ега from ойо. She does this up to now: 

“can’t tell you enough how hard it was for 
me," Elena recalled. “Sometimes, 1 cried as F 
tried again and again, day and night, to teach 
him to walk, without success. He would al- 
ways fall down.” 

But she never came close to giving up. She 
brought him to beaches in Пойо and Cavite 
because she knew that sand was good for the. 
muscles. Besides, Jonnel loved the outdoors. 

Even wheri he had grown more than half 
her size, she would carry him to the bus stop 
when they went to the mall, where he would 
watch other kids play Painfully shy because of 
his disabilities, the boy did not mingle. 

Elena recounted: "The maid pitied me so 
much that she would ery whenever Jonel and 1 
‘went out, But 1 always told her never to lose 
hope, that nothing was impossible with God.” 


Unexpected results 

She enrolled in special education classes so 
she could better understand and teach her son. 
She ended up with a master’s degree in SPED 
(Special Education), 

“АП 1 really asked of the Lord at the start 
was for Jonnel to be able to stand up. That 
would have been enough for me,” Elena said. 
She got much more than she bargained for 

"When Jonnel was 5 years old, he managed 
to stand up and hobbled three steps to greet 
Elena at the door. She had just come home 
from work. She was stunned. It was a mo- 
mentof happiness and hope. 

Three years later, Jonnel was walking much 
better and talking coherently He studied ina SPED, 
school near their home in Las Piñas, where he: 
eventually finished high school. Then he and 13. | 
‘others became his mothers first batch of students”: 
in a basic computer course for special children at 
Sin Las Piñas City He graduated in 2002. 

Jonnel' interest їп ice skating was sparked 
by frequent visits to SM Southmall. Watching 
other children at the sport, he often begged 
his parents to allow him to try. When he was 
16, they finally gave in and enrolled him for 
‘one-on-one sessions. 

"The best part of the new interest was that Jon- 
nel acquired selfeonfidence, Elena said. "Сот 
puter and ice skating ae his only hobbies. He real- 
y loves to skate. Ies the highlight of his day” 

Jonnels coach agreed. From the very start, 
Rones said, the boys determination made him 
stand out from the other children in training. "He 
never complained. When he fell, he would never 
say it hurt, even if you saw it on his face. He 
would simply get up and uy again." 


Beyond his level E 

"The discipline and tenacity paid off. After 
four years of practice, SM picked Jonnel to 
join the team that would compete in Skate 
Asia 2002 in Bangkok, Thailand 

Rones recalled: “Everybody was silent while 
he performed, They had learned that he was‘? 
special, and so they watched closely. When ће?) 
finished, they gave him a standing ovation,": 
‘The team bagged second place. H 

As the Philippines only world-class special? 
ice skater, Rones said, Jonnel deserves all the 
support the government can give. 

"The boy's expenses for the trip to Blaine, 
Minnesota, in August were shouldered by his 
parents. Jose and Elena nearly used up all their 
resources and had to scrounge around for 
more, just to send Jonnel to the event orga- 
nized by the Ice Skating Institute of America. 

Now the talented special athlete is training 
forthe next world championship in Los Ange- 
les next year. According to Rones, Jonnel is in 
the freestyle 2 level, and currently perfecting 
his spin, jump and arabesque. 

“Нез also keen on the axel," Rones said. 
"(This means he is) doing things beyond his 
current level. In the future—who knows?—he 
might even be qualified to teach the countrys" 
fist batch of special ice skaters.” 

For a world champ who started off on fee- 
ble limbs, this is not an unlikely next step. 


Correction 


IN THE BUSINESS section of the Oct. 1 
issue, Vietor Agustin’s column "Cock- 
tales” on Page 83 misstated that Felipe 
Alfonso was a recipient of the Ramon 
Magsaysay Award. It was the Asian Insti- 
tute of Management which won the Ra- 
mon Magsaysay Award for International 
Understanding in 1995. Alfonso was 
then the AIM president. 

Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of fatal errors in writing to Gerry Linio, 
«пу dor, Philippine Daily Inquire; РОГ 
"ld, Chino Roce Avenue coser Mascar- 
do Sree, Makati City; fax Nos, 897-4793/94; 
del ideseghrqurrcom ph ad 
"lydskinquirescom ph. 

Stant about LEE of fürs or ойе, 
tivity шау he sent to Raul Palabrica, readers 
advocate, the same address und fax numbers as 
those of the спу editor, and email ad: 
dresirpalabricatinguirercum.ph. 
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JAPAN'S МОЛ LAMINATOR 


e DCARD Ө PHOTOGRAPHS | 
DIPLOMA ө CERTIFICATES 
Original Plastic films and Rolls 
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Japan gives local cops P49M to boost mobility 


THE JAPANESE gov- 
emment has approved 
the grant of P49-mil- 
lion in official develop- 
ment assistance 
(ODA) tothe Southem 
Police District to help 
boost їз capability to 
curb crime and thwart 
terrorist attacks. 

Japanese Ambas- 
sador to Manila Кой 
‘Takano informed Fi- 
nance Secretary Juani- 
ta Amatong about the 
grant, Japanese Em- 
bassy officials said in a 
statement, 

The ODA, under 
the non-project grant 
assistance, would en- 
able che police district 
to acquire 59 utility 
vehicles, build a P4- 
million motorpool 
and conduct a driver- 
proficiency course for 
150 polite offers, 
the officials said, 

“With 63 percent of 
SPD's police communi- 
ty precincts having no 
organic vehicles at all, 
the project is expected 
to be a great boost to 
SPDs response time, 
preventive and reactive 
capability and visibili- 
ty they said. 

‘The SPD, which cov- 
ers the cities of Makati, 
Pasay, Parañaque, Las 
Piñas and Muntinlupa 
ahd the municipalities 
of Taguig and Pateros, 
had earlier sought the 
Japanese governments 
suppor in is plan to 
upgrade йв mobility. 

Ir oversees security 
im the countrys pre- 
пег economie and 
business district which 
hosts several foreign 
embassies and con- 
sulates and the official 
residences of ambas- 
sadors as well as three 
million local residents 

TJ Burgonio 


Smelly 
Rugby 
seen as 
deterrent 


MAKE it stink, 

‘The Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency 
wants the makers of 
Rugby to make the 
gluesmel "ike hel!” so 
that street children 
‘would be discouraged 
from sniffing it 

“If chemical engi- 
neers can do it to liq- 
uefied petroleum gas 
(LPG), which is es- 
sentially an odorless 
chemical, they can al- 
зо do it to contact ce- 
ment," PDEA Under. 
secretary and Direc- 
tor General Anselmo 
Avenido Jr. said over 
the weekend. 

"The aromatic smell 
of Rugby is the prima- 
Ty reason for its popu- 
larity as a substitute 
stimulant among in- 
digent children. Ifthe 
contact cement were 
reformulated to make 
it stink, this would 
deter ' dependents 
from using it, he said. 

Rugby contains 
tolouene, a controlled 
substance which is 
used in the manufac- 
ture of shabu (me- 
thamphetamine hy- 
drochloride). Inhal- 
ing it produces а 
"high" similar to the 
effect of taking shabu. 
Because it is addic- 
tive, its prolonged use 
сап damage the lungs 
and brain leading to 
an early death. 

Contact cement is 
affordable and readi- 
ly available in hard- 
ware stores and can 
be bought by anyone 
regardless of age. 

Rugby is not cov- 
егей by Republic Act 
9165 or the Compre- 
hensive — Dangerous 
Drugs Act of 2002, so 
the PDEA is powerless 
to stop those who sell 
and abuse the stimu- 
lant, Nelson Е Flores 
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At Asian Hospital 


ENJOY VIP 
TREATMENT 
AT VERY AFFORDABLE RATES. 


At Asian Hospital, all our patients enjoy first-rate service and world-class accommodation whatever 
type of room they choose. In fact, the P600,000 push-button bed that provides utmost comfort in 
our suites is the same luxury bed used in our P600 per day wards. 


For inquiries: Call the Guest Services at 771-9000 to 02 Civic Drive, Filinvest Corporate City, Ali 
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Water Treatment Needs” 


aCA — E 
"The One Stop Shop for all your 


-of-the-line medical equipment is available to all our patients, 


most diagnostic and lab fees are lower than those of other hospitals. 


It's about time everyone enjoys world-class hospital care at local costs. 


Most Room Rates 
are guaranteed 
lower than other 
major hospital 


ROOM TYPE 
Ward 

Semi Private 
Small Private 
Large Private 
Suite 
Telemetry 


4,500 


850 - 


ASIAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTER 
World-Class Hospital Care at Local Cost 


ASIAN HOSPITAL IS PHILHEALTH-ACCREDITED AND HAS AGREEMENTS WITH 


OTHER MAJOR 
HOSPITALS. 


650 - 765 

850 - 1,600 
1,650 - 2,100 
2,520 - 3,200 
4,300 - 16,000 
1,950 - 2,400 


ASIAN 
600 
850 
1,300 
2,200 
-1,100 

1,300 


, Muntintupa City 
MEDICARD * ICARE • VALUCARE * CAP HEALTH 
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Probe Chinese behind casino operations, BI urged 


А CONGRESSMAN yesterday urged the Bu- 
Teau of Immigration to investigate a group of 
Chinese nationals the Philippine Amusement 
and Gaming Corp. (Pagcor) allowed to oper- 
ate the Sheraton Marina Casino and Hotel in 
Malate, Manila. 

Rep. Catalino Figueroa (Lakas, Western 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2004 
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Resort & Co Center 
Calamba - in the hear of Calabarzon 
Bed & Breakfast Promo | SEMINAR PACKAGE 
P1299 Standard Room | P 970 -Platinum 


P785 -Gold 
$ Other room ypes гий. | P G95- Siiver 


Samar) said the same group was set to ex- 
pand its gambling operations in the country 
with the planned opening of another casino in 
the heart of Chinatown. 

“The BI has to determine whether or not 
these foreigners have 
valid working permits 


and ifthe nature oftheir business is 
legal and conducyed ina legitimate 
igueroa said. 

Figueroa identified the Chinese 
nationals as Jack Lin, also known 
as Lin Wei Cheng; Jack Lam, Jo- 
man Chan and Tonya Tong. 

In a privilege speech in 
September, Figueroa said the Chi- 
nese nationals had claimed to be 
dummies of Macau casino mag- 
nate Stanley Ho. 

‘But Figueroa said Hos camp had 
denied any links with the Chinese 
nationals. "My staff got this informa- 
боп... that Mr. Hà had not solicited 
their services to act as his dummies 
in the Philippines Figueroa said. 

“it seems that Lin, Lam and 
Chan are using Mz.Ho's hame to 
gain influence in 
here,” Figueroa said. 
then all the more reason we should 
ring the alarm bells.” 

Figueroa said Lin's group 
ейу opened the Sheraton Marina 


with the approval of Pagcor. 

Figueroa questioned the legality 
of the move, saying only Congress 
and not Pagcor could grant a fran- 
chise for casino operations, 

Figueroa said Lin's group also 
planned to open a casino at the 
Tenovated Binondo Suites located 
at Ongpin and Padilla Streets in 
Binondo, Manila, The casino will 
have at least 175 slot machines. 

But the planned casino is being 
‘opposed by prominent Chinese- 
Filipino businessmen in Binondo. 

Figueroa said some of his col- 
leagues in the House supported 
his move to investigate Lin's group 
and their local partners. 

“Jack Lin or Stanley Ho or any 
other foreign interest cannot ride 
on Pagcor’ franchise. They have 
to get their own franchise from 
Congress, Figueroa sai 

Figueroa also said another casi- 
то was set to open soon with the 
revival of Ho's floating restaurant 
inManilaBay. Carlito Pablo 
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0917-8511049] 
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Comfort and 
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Asia’s No.l ands te best 
in aesthetic tattoo with 25 years of excellent 
‘quality service, Women and even men can have 
that sexy brow and lips we ever wanted. 
Everybody can look their best all the time. 
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AGENTS 
ARE WELCOME! 


FREE CONSULTATION 


Pret 


Hi-Tech Beauty Cemre” for Men & Women) 
Ground Floor UG 7 City and Land 
‘Moga Plaza 1907 AOS Ave. 


Toin the HOTTEST laundry franchise in town: 


Special Promo Pack 
BANGKOK 
GED du» 


SINGAPORE 


WAJ REALTY DEVELOPMENT, INC. 
2011 Leon Guinto St., Malate, Manila 
Tel. No. 522-0278/ 400-8407 
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| Cnjoy a GLOBUS Curopean Adventure 
this Holiday Season A 
a Experience the Merry Celebrations! 
CHRISTMASTIME AT LONDON’S WALDORF HILTON » CHRISTMASTIME IN ENGLAND 
‘© CHRISTMASTIME IN BAVERIA & ALSACE « CHRISTMASTIME IN IRELAND 
© CHRISTMASTIME IN MUNICH & EASTERN EUROPE 


| WEES SOUNTAYS Most йшәианадауа 
MSOs SRY AD FSSAOVOIT-SAOWYSAIZ! 


A WEEK IN ROME - HOTEL CICERONE. 
A WEEK IN ROME - HOTEL CLARIDGE 

Â WEEK IN LONDON - HILTON LONDON METROPOLE 
A WEEK IN LONDON - RAMADA HYDE PARK 

AWEEK IN LONDON & PARIS. 

BRITAIN SAMPLER 

INTRODUCTION TO IRELAND. 

THE BEST OF SOUTHERN ENGLAND 

EUROPEAN SAMPLER 

ESSENTIAL EUROPE 


‘CONTINENTAL INTRODUCTION 
‘OLD WORLD CLASSICS 

EUROPE IN DEPTH 

TALY AT LEISURE 

CLASSICAL GREECE 

THE BEST OF SOUTHERN MALY 

ПАПАМ MOSAIC INC SORRENTO EXTENSION 
ПАШАМ MOSAIC 

ПАО GREAT GIES, 

TALIAN TREASURES 


For inquiries and reservations: 
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BACK-TO-BACK 


% METAL 
Philippines 


‘Cebu Branch: Suite 1 & 2 Cebu Capitol ‘tn internationa! Metal, Metaworking, Meta Finishing. Machine Tools, Moulding, 
Comi Complex Cebu Cty Precision Enginering à Айа Industrias Exhibhion 
Tel No. 245-5378 / 255-6095 Fax: 254-5344 Я 


‘mai btccoutboundepacfe net ph p 
Bl FACTORY AUTOMATION "ad WELDING PHILIPPINES 04 
EXEKTBIOHUOHTS: 


GLOBUS. WINTER VACATIONS departures are 
available from NOVEMBER 2004 to APRIL 2005 


E 
f travel corporation 


Main Office: City'and 10 Tower 2 Ayala Ave., 

North Cor. Dele Costa St. Salcedo Vitage, 
‘Makati Cty Tel No. 817-4928 Fax: 819-2593. 
Emai: tdebarontravelcom ph 
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RoyalCaribbean 
RLESMALAONAA 
Get out there. 


7 30-NIGHT MEXICAN RIVIERA ^'^ | 
Onboard Celebrity's "MERCURY" 
‘Sailing Date: December 17, 2004 


For as low as: Cruise Only — Fiy/Cruise. 
= inside Cabin $ 97100 $1,871.00 
-Outside Cabin — $127100 $2,171.00 
-Port Charges $ 22745 per Person 


^ S-NIGHT EASTERN CARIBBEAN 
Onboard RCI's "JEWEL OF THE SEAS” 

‘Salling Date: December 18, 2004 
For as low as: Cruise Ойу FiyCruise. 
‘Inside Cabin $ 89900 $2,038.00 
Outside Cabin $ 99900 $2,199.00 
“Balcony Cabin $ 1,199.00 $2,399.00 
-Por Charges $ "184.55 per Person 


^ 7-NIGHT EASTERN CARIBBEAN ` 
Onboard RCI's “RADIANCE OF THE SEAS” 


‘Sailing Date: December 19, 2004 


10:30 AM to 6:30PM — WORLD TRADE CENTER METRO MANILA 


ssa a ten 


Celebrity Cruises 


For as low as: 
+ Balcony Cabin 
* Port Charges 


Cruise Only Буре 
Б En 
3970.8 per Person 


4-NIGHT BAJA MEXICO 
Onboard RCI's “MONARCH OF THE SEAS” 
‘Sailing Date: December 20, 2004 
For as low as: Cruise Ойу Fly/Cruise 
side Cabin $ 148.00 $ 1,048.00 
Outside Cabin — $17200 $1,072.00 
ека ide 


10-NIGHT EASTERN CARIBBEAN 
Onboard RCI's “VOYAGER OF THE SEAS” 
‘Sailing Date: December 24, 2004 


Crulse Ойу Fiy/Cruise 


Holiday 
Cruise 
Getaway 


Call your 
preferred travel agent 
or Royal Caribbean 
& Celebrity Cruises 


Tel. Nos.: 894-3957, 892-2902, 892-2703 
or send your inquiries by fax at 892-2790 
e-mail: ryicaribbean@arpanair.com.ph 
Сери: clo Baron Travel (Cebu) 

Nos.: (032) 255-6095 to 96 
‘or Fax to (032) 254-5344 
'e-mall-bic-outboundGpacific.net.ph. 
Website: www.royalcaribbeanphil.com. 
www.celebritycrulsesphilcom. 


[ES 
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1 Port Charges 
Kg; T-NIGHT WESTERN CARIBBEAN 
92 Onboard RCI's “ENCHANTMENT OF THE SEAS” 

Sailing Date: December 27, 2004 
Forasiowas: — Crulse Only Fiy/Crulse 
“inside Cabin — $ 99900. $2,199.00 
‘Outside Cabin $1,199.00 $ 2,309.00 
"Port Charges” $ 25600 por Person 
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FALLUJAH, Iraq—US warplanes pounded the Iraqi insur- told reporters on Saturday. 

Speaking at City Най, Naqib 
said the mission was the most 
‘successful to date, and hinted at 
further action to regain control of 


gent-held town of Fallujah on Sunday for a third time in 
just over 24 hours in an ongoing push to wrest hot spots 
from rebel hands ahead of January elections. 


"The pre dawn strike took place 
just hours after US and Iraqi offi- 
cials said Samarra, another vio- 
lence-wracked city, was largely 
under control after one of their 
largest post-war military offen- 
sives in the country. 

Despite such attempts to crush. 
the insurgency, militant groups 
continued holding scores of for- 
eigners hostage, including a Jor- 
danian, two French journalists 
and a British engineer who have 
all been threatened with death. 

А senior US military offici 
however, warned that the mi 
tants’ shock tactics, such as a 
wave of car bombings last week 
that killed scores of children, had 


were caught up in the blasts but it 
was impossible immediately to 
verify the casualty situation on 
the ground. 

Several women and children 
were among those killed and 
wounded in an earlier strike Fri- 
day, according to hospital off 
cials. 

Meanwhile in Samarra, a key 
bastion in the Sunni insurgent 
belt north of the Iraqi capital, 
hospital officials were still at- 
tending the dead after a massive 
US-Iraqi offensive on Friday and 
into Saturday that killed at least 
125 people. 

Corpses in black bags at the 
city’s general hospital were being 


rebel enclave for 3rd time 
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other no-go areas. 

‘Asked if Fallujah would be next 
оп the list, the minister said: “I 
would like to say today rather 
than tomorrow ... we would be 
able to do that. 

“Fallujah has to come back to 
Iraq .. we want all Iraqis to par- 
ticipate in the elections." 

Buta leading Sunni Muslim re- 
ligious group questioned the log- 
ic of using brute force to achieve 
democratic goals. 

“Resorting to iron and fire to 
prepare for elections is a flawed 
method,” the Committee of Mus- 
lim Scholars said. АЕР 
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carried out for burial. 

“We cleaned up the city from 
all the bad guys and terrorists" 
Interior Minister Falah al-Nagib 


the potential to backfire by unit 

ing world opinion against them. 
The outskirts of Fallujah were 

smoldering again after US war- 
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military said between 
10 and 15 insurgents 
suspected of links 
with аә most 
wanted man Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi 
had been shifting 
weapons. 

“A large number of 
enemy fighters are 
presumed killed," the 
army said, without 
giving an exact toll. 
*The las on- 
slaught followed two 
earlier missions 
around the Sunni 
Arab enclave west of 
Baghdad again target- 
ing suspected Zarqawi 
hideouts. 

«In the latest attack, 
the US military insist- 
4 that special mea- 
sures were taken to 
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‘Automate Paper Cutter 
‘Document Feeder 
Navigator Key 

®‹ ме! Haimona 
Copy Speed 
‘Digital Speaker Phone. 
‘Document Memory 
Digital Answering System 
Sequential Broadcast 
Prior Functon. 
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To refer you to our dealers, please contact: 
‘Panasonic Philippines (Sales Division of Matsushita Electric Philippines 


Corporation) 
эё Floor Montivar Bldg. No. 34 Jupiter cor. Planet Sts.. Bel-Air IV, Makati City Tel. Nos. 889-4595 to 98 Fax No. 897-4558 


Make more DOUGH 
: out of DONUTS! 


САКЕ DONUTS * RAISED DONUTS - FRIED PIES - FRITTERS + DANISH and MORE... 


: MARK SERIES 
4 DONUT ROBOT 

* COMPACT 
- Space eficient design 
«DURABLE 
Built for years of 
quality use 


variable settings 

«EASY CLEANING 

"Certain parts can. 
Be detached 


VERSATILE 
7 A wide range of donuts, sizes and cuts 


THE "INSIDER" 
Self Merchandiser 
Your complete donut outlet. 
ntiess Hood - З The future is іп your hands. John Robert Powers 
has a program for you to make it happen! 
"ing Reserve Tank ang =”, i i 
:—— Modeling. Acting. Personal Development. 
nut Robot Mark i) ЖГ ЛАДА: Executive Grooming. 
Tones wit» Wis selection. Earn the worldwide John Robert Powers Diploma. 
of auxillary tools in easy 


Em RN cau now! 8020511 
ейш. Qoi Buon 


Leader in the design, manufacture, installation, training 
and service of donut production equipment. 


www.johnrobertpowers.com 
Exclusively Distributed by: 


HKR Ec t Ce Casmer Building, 195 Salcedo St 
е EET Beca Legaspi Village, Makati 
ТЕНТ so = Far No: n Бастилии 


VISIT US FOR MORE FOOD SERVICE BUSINESS IDEAS! 
+ NATIONWIDE SERVICE 


1 IN-HOUSE TEST KITCHEN 
1 FULL TIME R&D SPECIALIST SUPPORT 


Saint Francis of Assisi College System 


" MGA FRANCISCANO, KAISA NI MARIA SA PAGDIRIWANG NG EUKARISTIYA" 


ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM 


J October 1,00 a, -Arrival Honora Opening Rites 
Eucharistic & Marian Exhibit Sn. Opin ac 
9:0 am. - Opening of tbe Eucharistie 
i & Marian Exhibit 
October 4,8:00 am. - Eucharistie Celebration ‚ 
EG A > 3:00 p.m. - Grand Procession of Franciscan Saints 
October 6, 3:00 pam, - Living Rosary 
жу Le 
7 X October 7, 1:00 pm. - Prayer Healin 
D y g 
n L by Mo. Mary Immaculada del Eucaristia 
i 1 (Mother Superior, Reparation Sisters of the 
i = ` Holy Eucharist) 
| A 
S October 8,8:00 a.m, - Groundbreaking: New Alabang Campus 
4 RIDE TH \ i: October 9, 3:00 p.m, - Closing Rites! Closing of the Marian Exhibit 
College Building For particulars, please call telephones 8003131, 8017564 & 8058014 
i Main Campus 
| OREP 5 Offering: 
ышы PRE-SCHOOL (HS) HOME STUDY 
3} 8:00 am. - 6:00 pm. ELEMENTARY COLLEGE 
і — - HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE SCHOOL 
Шс P Dunne БЕ 
4 MAIN CAMPUS: Admiral Village, Talon ill, Las Pifias City Teis. 8003131, 8017564, 8058014 
{ BRANCH CAMPUSES: 
i Alabang Campus 8078010 Pamplona Campus 8738383 
3 Bacoor Campus (046) 5026305, (046) 5026289 St. Anthony School 8054583, 8054984 
H Dasmariñas Campus 0919 3364367 Taguig Campus 8388305, 8370771 


(049) 2492684; (049) 2492685 


Los Baños Campus 
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Gaza raid that killed 59 


JERUSALEM—Israeli Prime Minis- deadliest since the start of the 
ter Ariel Sharon vowed Sunday to Palestinian uprising four years 
press ahead with a massive incur- ago—im a bid to prevent rocket 
sion in the Gaza Strip that has« attacks by militants. ‘AFP 
killed almost 60 peo- 
ple in five days. 

"The operation is 
progressing in a satis- 
factory way. Ош forces 
are acing profession- 
ally and eficendy 
"This is not a short op 
eration, We should act 
foras long as the dan- 
ger exists," he told Is- 
таей military radio, 

Sharon said he had 
“given the order to 
change the situation on 
the Gaza front, to hit at 
the terrorists, their 
leadership and those 
who send them, along 
with those responsible 
for making weapons" 

A total of 59 peo- 
ple have been killed 
since late Tuesday 
when the ату 
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/ why use SOLAHART.. and here's more 


25 24-Hour Hol Waler FREE From The Sun 


моге Than 80% Or Up To 88% Savings 
Mister Healing Costs 
ГА 


Uses Sun's Renewable Energy. So їз. 
Best Choice For The Envronment 


21:5 8 12 Year Warranty Models 


Solahart «omen 


Омог 6,500 Units Installed Nationwide! 
Dealership Pit, Coli Erie Pippi Ота 


SOLANDA ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Tel. Nos. 827-321 527.9701 Fax: 827-1318 


eai solandatbslanda сот Knp waw solanda com 


ORIGINAL 


RESIN GARDEN LIGHTING 


What to look fo: 
O PAINTING  UV-RAY TREATED 
REQUIRED For Maximum 

Color Will Not Fade Exposure to Sun 


SURE ANTI-CORROSION DOUBLE INSULATION} 
o. Rustproor No Бесті Shock 


Ideal for: 
+ Municipalities = Tourist Spots 
* Historical Places + Garden/Parks 
* Beach/Sea Fronts » River Banks V 
* Churches + Subdivisions = Ports 
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FINANCING . 


Simply get a MetroHome loan. Offer good until November 30, 2004. See flyers for details. 


For dette, cat: HOME FINANCING DIVISION -— 898-250 898-8509 - B9 853 8953942» 8983505 898-8578 / CONSUMER LENDING BUSINESS CENTERS = 
cebu 032) 54-1263 Claris (069) 594-1599 Pangasinan IS) 588-7414 Davao (082) 2228771 + Cagayan de Or (09) 87-778 Bacolod (034) 436-0525 olo (039) 336-3955, 
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(Ove 800 domeste and international branchas, tices and subsidiarias. Haad Осе: Marooant Plaza, Sen. Gi J. Puyat Ave., Makati Ci Web Pago: winwmelrobenkcom ph 


Apply now! 


Low interest rates 
Easy-to-pay monthly amortizations 
Long payment terms 

PLUS, a free phonekit! 
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Pope beatifies 


‘VATICAN CITY—ope John Paul П 
оп Sunday beatified the last Austro- 
Hungarian emperor, Charles I, and 
a German mystic whose visions in- 
spired Mel Gibson's controversial 
film "The Passion ofthe Christ.” 

The move brings the Habsburg 
‘emperor, who is remembered in 
‘Austria for authorizing the use of. 
mustard gas during World War I 
and mystic Anna Katharina Emm- 
erick one step from sainthood. 

"I hope Emperor Charles will 
serve as an example, especially 
for those with political responsi- 
bilities in Europe today" the Pope 
said during an open-air ceremony 
in Saint Peters Square that was 
attended by 30,000 worshippers, 
including around 1,000 members 
of the Habsburg dynasty. 

‘The Pope also conferred the sta- 
tus of “blessed,” the penultimate 
step to full sainthood, on two 


EMPEROR Karl Lat 26. 


Frenchmen and an айап nun. 

Habsburg emperor Charles I be- 
came heir to the throne of the Aus- 
tro-Hungarian empire on June 28, 
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Habsburg ruler 


1914, following the assassination 
of Archduke Francis Ferdinand, 
which historians say was the spark 
that ignited World War 1. He was 
made emperor in November 1916 
and crowned apostolic King of 
Hungary a month later 

His offical biography, pub- 
lished by the Vatican, says he was 
committed to peace and was the 
only political leader to support 
Pope Benedict XV's peace efforts. 

"But his beatification has caused 
controversy їп Austria, where 
Charles Lis remembered for autho- 
rizing the use of mustard gas dur- 
ing World War I and where critics 
believe his elevation to be political- 
ly driven by the conservative right. 

The Austrian press has 
ridiculed not only the emperor's 
political record but the miracle he 
allegedly produced to merit beat- 
ification. According to the Vati- 


can, he cured a Brazilian nun of 
varicose veins after doctors had 
given up all hope for her. 
Emmerick was bom into a farm- 
ing community in 1774, joined a 
Convent and became famous for 
bearing the stigmata—the wounds 
to hands and feet suffered by 
Christ during crucifixion—afier 
being confined to bed with a long 
illness. She died at the age of 50. 
She is revered as a selfless 
worker in the biography provided 
by the Vatican, which says “she 
was always willing to take on 
hard work and loathsome tasks.” 
‘The poet Clemens Brentano be- 
came an admirer and her 
sickbed to record her visions. He 
published these after her death ina 
book titled “The Painful Passion of 
ош Lord Jesus Christ” which in- 
spired the actor and director Mel 
Gibsontomakehisflm. АЕР 


in your home. 


nd they're FREE! - 


You can win a maximum 
prize refund of 
100,000 every week! 


* For every Р1,000 purchase, you get a raffle 


coupon. Fill out and drop in drop boxes 

at Wilcon. Keep your sales invoice. 

There will be one winner per draw. The prize 
is a refund of purchases made at Wilcon — 

а maximum of P 100,000 in cash. 

Raffle draws will be every Sunday, 10:00 AM, 
starting October 3, 2004 until January 2, 2005. 
‘These will be held at the Wilcon Builders’ 
Depot Main Office in Libis, Quezon City. 
Promo begins on September 24, 2004. 

Ic ends on January 1, 2005 in Metro Manila 
and December 31,2004 in Davao. 


See flyers for details. 
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{across Toyota Alabang) - Trunkline: 809-9106/ Tel: 809-7806, 
809-9481, 809-9106, 772.0312 to 14/ Fax: 772-0311, 772-0315, 


Balintawak 1274 EDSA, Balintawak, QC (before Dist. Limtuaco) 
- Tiunkino: 362-8521/ Tel: 362-4531, 362-8268 to 83 


WILCON BUILDERS’ SUPPLY 


Muñoz 1064 EDSA, QC 
= 926-1504, 921-3342 
Quezon Ave. QC - 712.3673. 
Las Piñas Las Pinas Ciy 

= 807-8233 

Ortigas 225 EDSA, 

East Greenhäls — 727-6064 
Pasay EDSA, Pasay Сау 
-832-0242 


Quirino QC — 935-9653. 
Libis QC — 637-5623. 
Mindanao Avo. QC — 455-8586 
Pasong Tamo Makati Ciy 
-893-3142 

Davao Matina, Davao City 

~ (082) 297-9652 
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MUSLIM CONCERT 
Malaysian Muslims perform during Parti Islam se-Malaysia “Alternative 
Entertainment" concert in Kuala Lumpur Oct. 2. Malaysia's Muslim 
‘opposition, which says concerts encourage a hedonistic lifestyle, held 
one itsefat the weekend, aiming to undo its party pooperimage and 
lure youths who rejecteditin a recent election. 
..WonLbBRIEFS 
Sri Lanka peace bid suffers stillbirth 
COLOMBO—Sri Lanka's latest bid to revive the peace process with Tiger rebels 
has suffered аз Пои with the country’s main apposition calling for boycott 
ofthe new intiative, poil sources szid Sunday. President Chandrika Ku- 
maratunga is due o launch a "Rational Advisory Council for Peace and Recon- 
‘Slaton on Monday. But partes holding the balance of power in parlament, 
who can make or breaka deal with rebels, wil not attend. The main oppostion 
United National Party (UNP) dismissed Kumaratunga’ initiative and said the 
way to end the deadlock in the Norwegian-bocked peace process was to start 
direct negotiations wit the Tigers. Compounding the problems for Kumaratun- 
sais a decision by Tiger proxes in parlament, the Tamil National Aliance, to 
Keep анау and instead insist on resuming peace talks based оп the controver- 
Sial Tiger seule proposals am 


Steam eruption shakes Mount St. Helens 
SEATTLE, Washingten—US volcano Mount St. Helens roared to е Friday, 
spewing giant plume of steam and ash into the sky and raising fears of a 
new larger eruption. After letting off steam from is lava cap in a spectacular 
natural бору the rumblings stopped and the huge cloud quickly dis- 
persed. But he burst of activity sent scientists scrambling to establish 
Whether tho volcano. which kiled 57 people when it erupted dramatically 24 
years ago, was holding another more powertul eruptionin store. AFP 


Call him Dr. Yudhoyono 

BOGOR, indonesis—You cannot cal him “Mr President" yet, but you could try Dr. 
‘sus Bambang Yudhoyono. While wating to become Indonesia's nex leader, the 
former general entered the classroom over the weekend to defend a doctoral thesis 
оп poverty and unemployment subjcis that could not be mare important for 
when he takes offce on Оа. 20 Yudhoyono wil soon ru the world's fouth most 
populous naton, but that counted for Itte in tront of six examiners at the prest- 
ovs Ворог поре of Agriculture, where he was grile for three hours. Яадаз 
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Monday, October 4, 2004 
27th Week in Ordinary Time 

Ast Reading: Gal 1:6-12 

Gospel: 1k 10:25-37 

YA teacher of the Law came and began putting Jesus to the test, And 
ве said, “Master, what shall боло receive eternal life?" Jesus replied, 
“Whar is written їп the Scripture? How do you understand it The 
man answered, "tis writen: You shall love the Lord your God with ай 
your heart, with ll your soul, with ай your strength and with all your 

ind. And you shall love your neighbor as yourself” Jesus replied, 
“Whar a good answer! Do dis and you shall ive." The man wanted to 
keep up appearances, so he replied, "Who is my neighbor?” 

desus then said, "There was a man going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him, beat 
him and went off leaving him half-dead. 

"It happened thar a priest was going along that road and saw the 
man, but passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite saw the man 
and passed by on rhe other ide. But a Samaritan, too, was going that 
‘way, and when he came upon the man, he was moved with compas- 
Sion. He went over to him and treated his wounds with oil and wine 
and wrapped them with bandages. Then he put him on his own mount 
and brought him to an inn where he took care of him. 

"The nexe day he had to set off, but he gave wo silver coins to the 
innkeeper and told him: "Take care of him and whatever you spend on 
him, wil repay when come back.” 

‘Jesus then asked, “Which of these three, do you think, made himself 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The teacher 
of the Law answered, "The one who had mercy on him." And Jesus 
Said, "Go then and do the same." 

Commentary 

Ta the days of Johann Tauler (14t century) there was a movement in 
spirituality whose members called themselves "Те Brethren of the Free 
Spirit” They believed that one should leave devorion behind as one 
pushed forward to a higher level of spirituality. Tauler commented, "The 
{Fre Spic believe that they have recognized che truth by their own false 
lights, and are borne up on the waves of their own self love and self-es- 
teem. These people give themselves up to a false passivity of their own, 
andexpresscpinions which dishonor the Lord. They say that one ought to 
Вахе advanced beyond devorion: You can be sure that a good person never 
considers that he has advanced beyond anything, however litle or unpre- 
tentious it may зеет, provided it is good. He may have come, through 
Such ings, to a more advanced way of prayer, but they are stil as dar 
and as real to him as they ever were. He will consider himself inferior to 
everything, superior to nothing.” 

"ut genuine mination, he says, "makes us sink down and melt 
ану in all our nothingness and littleness. The brighter ond purer the 

light shed on ш by the greatness of God, the more clearly do we sce our 
own ltleness and nothingness. In fact this is how we may discern the 
genuineness of chis illumination; for it is the divine God shining into our 
Yery being, not through images, тог through our facultes but in the very 
depths of our sous." 

We cannot love or serve our neighbor from any other place. This alone 
undermines the ego and its hidden strategies. 

Clretion Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vilage, Diliman, Que- 
zon iy, UP RO. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon Ciny; Te 921-3984; ис 
9212439; Email” aipdoretorg, Ишек арси Ы. 
dlaret org (Carewan Publications Ine) & hup.//missionaries.claret.org 
(Caretta inthe Philipines) 


The new P910i. Take your office wherever you go. 3 


Wherever business or pleasure takes you, the Sony Ericsson P910i makes sure choice of input methods, including а ‘qwerty’ thumb keyboard. Yes, it's a bit of | 
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No amnesty 


I: seemed like Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez has 


put paid to the amnesty issue. “The cases against [the 

Magdalo mutineers] have been filed in court. They 
are already beyond the reach of the President," Gonzalez 
said last Friday. “There is no more means that I know of 
for us to drop or withdraw the cases.” 

But is amnesty beyond the reach of Congress? "The 

only possibility is to grant a general 
amnesty, but that is for Congress to 
decide and not for the President,” 
Gonzalez explained. 

This is the same tack that Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz, once the chief presidential legal counsel, outlined 
last Wednesday. He attributed to Executive Secretary Ed- 
чагдо Ermita, a former defense secretary, the instruction 
given to defense and military officials “to discuss and 
study the mechanisms for amnesty because this may need 
the concurrence of Congress.” But the lawyerly approach 
seems to be more of Cruz's style. 

‘To be sure, Cruz did not say outright that he preferred 
the grant of a general amnesty. All he said was that he 
wants the court-martial proceedings against the Magdalo 
mutineers speeded up. 

Another lawyer in the Arroyo administration, however, 
floundered in the treacherous waters of policy pro- 
nouncements, Last Thursday, Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye issued a statement that began with the promise of 
amnesty. “We adhere to the principle of reconciliation 
with justice and amnesty is one of the instruments of this 
policy that can be considered,” 

But a second release of his statement on the same day 
omitted the second, amnesty-as-an-instrument clause en- 
tirely Bunye also issued denials that the meeting that Er- 
mita had called and that Cruz had described even dis- 
cussed the possibility of amnesty in the first place. 

“The subject of amnesty specifically [with regard] to 
the Magdalo officers was never taken up,” Bunye told 
reporters. 

‘Was he sending mixed signals? “We've been consis- 
tent,” Bunye told reporters. "We're saying that the pro- 
ceedings would have to be continued, would have to be 
terminated before we can talk about amnesty. Let's finish 
the proceedings first. First things first 

What does this all mean? We can be certain that the ad- 
ministration feels confident enough with its electoral 
mandate to re-imagine the whole Magdalo issue, to see it 
less as a sign of future restiveness in the military than as a 
symbol of a contentious past that no longer exists. We can 
also be reasonably certain that, having taken new mea- 
sure of the issue, the administration has fashioned a new 
policy: leniency. 

The signals spelling out leniency are not mixed, but 
clear as ice-cold water. The secret negotiations with rep- 
resentatives of the Magdalo leaders, the slyly worded 
apology of the junior officers who led the mutiny, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's immediate-decision to accept 
the apology, the flurry of news leaks about the possible 
grant of amnesty, the unchanging assumptions behind 
Bunye’s many statements: all these point to a radical 
change in the way the administration now regards the 
Magdalo mutiny. 

Should we be surprised that "mechanisms for amnesty" 
are under study? It is only logical, given the new policy. 
That the idea is being considered at all is already an un- 
mistakable signal to those in the military who may still 
feel some sympathy for the mutineers. 

But we can also be certain that, at least in this case, the 
administration has learned its lesson. It will not be seen 
as solely responsible for integrating the Magdalo muti- 
neers back into the mainstream. It will not be perceived 
as pushing the amnesty agenda itself, which was what the 
first Bunye statement implied. It will work through and 
thus share responsibility with Congress, 

In other words: Amnesty is in the cards, but someone 
else would have to deal from the deck. 


EDITORIAL 


t remains to be seen, however, whether the new policy. 


of leniency (categorical in the case of the soldiers who 
were misled into joining the mutiny, subtle in the case of 
the mutiny leaders) will solve the real problem: bringing 
the boys back to the barracks. If leniency is not premised 
on true contrition, if itis not based on substantive confes- 
sioù, through the naming of the financiers and master- 
minds of the attempted coup, then we can be certain of 
one more thing: the new policy will fail. 
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Rivers and riverbanks as transport highways 


(Continued from last Wednesday) 


DO you realize that we have so many problems. 
because our policies are topsy-turvy? We have 
‘monopolies and oligopolies where there 
should be free enterprise: in the cement, ой, 
power, pharmaceutical and steel industries. 
And we have free enterprise where there 
should be government control: in land trans- 
portation, especially in Metro Manila. 

There 'is anarchy in the streets of the 
metropolis because any Tom, Dick and Harry 
can buy a jeepney, bus, FX van or tricycle, bribe 
somebody at the Land Transportation Fran- 
chising and Regulatory Board or city hall to get 
a franchise, and let the vehicle loose on the 
roads. Anybody can buy a vehicle, park it on 
the street and nobody gives a s-t even ifit con- 
tributes to trafic congestion. In Tokyo, you 
cannot buy a vehicle unless you can show a ti- 
tle to a garage or parking slot. In New York, 
you cannot park your car just anywhere. 

You can erect your shanty on railroad tracks, 
or occupy train stations and make them your. 
home and even convert them into commercial 
establishments (e.g, billiard halls), and the 
government will even sell the rail tracks right 
of way to you. 

‘There are too many vehicles on the streets 
because foreign-owned car and motorcycle as- 
semblers pour thousands of units out to the 
streets every year, but practically none is 
phased out. 

Тоо many vehicles and too few streets, that's 
the big problem. 

Yet there are alternatives to roadways star- 
ing usin the face but nobody sees them. In an 
earlier column, I mentioned the railroad which 
the Arroyo administration wants to phase out 
in Metro Manila. Yet we need effective mass 
transit systems to transport people. 

‘And then there are the rivers and the seas 
that used to be our highways before we fell in 
love with the motor vehicle. It is surprising 
that the Philippines, an archipelago surround- 
ей by water, pays so litle attention to water 


And the winner is 


"THE TEXT joke 1 got was: You can't envy the 
‘American voter. If he votes Democrat, hell be 
‘caught between two johns. If he votes Republi- 
can, hell be caught between a dick and a bush. 

Vell, if the debate last Friday showed any- 
thing, the John is better than the Bush. That 
was the consensus of most American survey- 
makers. John Kerry did so much better than 
George W. Bush. Good for Kerry who had been. 
trailing Bush for some time now. Bush's charge. 
that Kerry is а flip-flopper who can't make up. 
his mind on Iraq and therefore is not fit to lead 
had proven effective. Thanks in no small way 
to media outlets, such as the rabid right-wing 
network, Fox, drumbeating the line. But al- 
most overnight, last Friday, Kerry turned it 
around. For the first time, he had Bush on the 
run—or shriveling in the vine, to use а more. 
appropriate metaphor. 

1 eaught portions of the debate last Friday 
and felt an acute sense of déjà vu. Isaw a simi- 
Jar debate a couple of years ago. can only hope 
the results would be the same That was the de- 
bate in Germany between the two candidates, 
for prime minister, Gerhard Schroeder and Ed- 
mund Stoiber. Before that debate, Schroeder, 
the incumbent, was trailing Stoiber, the chal- 
lenger, by a mile, Schroeder had promised to 
end Germany's high unemployment rate when. 
he won the first time but failed о deliver; job- 
essness worsened during his term. Of course, 
he had scored points some months before the 
elections by beating Stoiber to the flood-strick- 
еп areas in the east, wading in knee-deep mud 
to give relief то residents, But it wasn't enough 
to overtake Stoiber's lead. 

Then came the debate. Schroeder did one 
simple thing. That was to promise voters Ger- 
many would not join the United States if it de- 
агй war on Iran It struck a deep sympathetic. 
chord among the voters, the majority of whom 
had grown up in a post-Hiler culrure that ham- 
mered the virtue of peace in their minds. It also 
struck a deep antipathetic chord in Washington 
and Capitol Hill, many American officials сай- 
ing it a betrayal of postwar US-German rela- 
tions. It was at least one promise Schroeder 


As 1 See lt 


Neal H. Cruz 


transportation, 

‘Noto ong ago, commerce moved along the 
coasts and on the rivers on board barges, sail- 
boats and bancas. Passenger ferries of the 
Magsaysay Lines were operating along the 
Pasig River, but they did not become popular 
because they were too small and too low in the. 
water, and the passengers could smell the pol- 
luted water and did not fee! safe in them. 

“The Pasig River is still a good highway. It is 
still used to transport oll and other products up- 
river on board barges. So why not try the pas- 
senger ferry system on the river again with bet- 
ter boats? Ferries used to transport guests at 
Disney World in Florida. They are just right for 
the Pasig River. They have a shallow draft so 
they won't run aground, They need only to be. 
air conditioned so their passengers won't smell 
the stinky water. They will help immensely in. 
relieving land traffic in Metro Manila. 

АЙ the world's great rivers in the biggest 
cities are being used as water highways. The 
Rhine, the Seine and the Volga in Europe, the 
Mississippi (United States), the Nile (Egyp!) 
and the Amazon (South America) are not only 
highways but great tourist attractions. Thai- 
land uses Из rivers as much as its streets. 

‘As а boy 1 remember watching, from the 
banks of the Tullahan-Tenejeros River, cascos 
loaded with vinegar, salt, nipa shingles and oth- 
er products from Bulacan being poled downriv- 
ег to the markets of Malabon, Navotas, 
Caloocan and Manila. We swam and played in 
this river in the old days. It used to feed the fish- 
ponds of Malabon and Bulacan with fresh sea- 
Water from Manila Bay. It is now an open 
cesspool because of the pollutants from the fac- 
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would live up to. Overnight, he erased Stoiber's 
lead and beat him in the elections. 

More accurately, he beat him to a draw: It 
was his coalition with the Greens that won the 
day for him. But that is another—more compli- 
cated—story. 

Tt would be poetic justice if the American 
presidential election went the same way. 1 half 
suspect И will be equally close, no small thanks 
то Bush's predilection—lke his little brown sis- 
ter Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's—for dagdag- 
bawas. Quite frankly, 1 don't know why Kerry 
has allowed himself to take on a defensive tack. 
He has no lack of things to accuse George W. 
Bush of ta dispel the charge of being an obstacle 
to the war against terror. Bush’s connections to 
the Bin Laden family, which Michael Moore 
highlighted in "Fahrenheit 9/11," easily come 
to mind, I don't know why it is Bush who has 
been on the attack, resorting to tirade and insult 
when he is the one most vulnerable to them. 

Happily, Kerry has bounced back, and if he. 
goes on to win the election next month, Bush 
will see this debate as the second biggest mis- 
take he made in his life. The first, of course, 
‘was the Iraq War, which Kerry pounced on last 
Friday. The best part of it was when he an- 
swered Bush's charge of flip.llopping by saying 
in very even tones: "I ve had one position, one 
consistent position, that Saddam Hussein was 
a threat. There was a right way to disarm him 
and a wrong way. And the president chose the 
wrong way.” 

T would tell friends last Friday night 1 
thought that was Kerry's shining moment, As it 
turned out, most American viewers felt the 
same way. They gave Kerry the debate largely 
asa result of 


tories and squatters that line its banks. This is 
the same river that floods Malabon, Navotas 
and Valenzuela during high tide. 

Tunderstand that a dike will be constructed 
along the riverbanks to keep the high tide out 
‘The top ofthe dikes on both banks ofthe river 
might as well be constructed to also serve аз 
new roads from Bulacan to Manila Bay. There 
are very few roads—and very narrow ones, at 
that—in Malabon. The dikes will give the peo- 
ple a new route to Bulacan. The MacArthur 
Highway isalready too congested. 

‘And if the river traffic is revived, people can 
travel to and from Bulacan on ferries, instead of 
оп crowded buses and jeepneys, and arrive at 
their destinations relaxed, cool and fresh. The 
same ferries can go up the Pasig River and to the 
isolated coastal towns of Laguna Lake. And on. 
Manila Bay, passengers can transfer to ferries 
bound for Cavite and Bataan, Thus, the coastal 
road, the Aguinaldo Highway and the highway 
to Bataan willbe relieved of much traffic. 

"The easements on both banks of the Pasig 
River can also be turned into one-way streets 
from Manila Bay to Laguna de Bay, thus adding 
two more streets in Metro Manila. This will 
give street frontage to the lots along the river, 
thus increasing their value. Right now, the lots 
are justthe backyards ofthe factories and lined 
with squatter shanties 

Tn Sydney, Australia, the banks of the river, 
from downtown Sydney to the sea, are lined 

ith streets. The most expensive residences 
can be found along these streets. 

‘And there are ferries coming from down- 
town to take residents home. You can watch a 
concert at the Opera House, board the ferry at 
midnight and arrive home in halfan hour. 

"The development of river highways will 
have many other advantages: factories сап no 
longer throw their garbage and liquid efflu- 
ош into the river; squatters can no longer 
build their shanties on riverbanks; the rivers 
will be clean again; property values will rise, 
and local government units can collect more 
realestate taxes. 


Kerry was the clear winner in Fridays de- 
bate, and if he wins, I suspect the world will 
‘win, too. I did say when Mary Ann Wright visit- 
ей here last month (she is the much decorated 
diplomat who resigned her post in disagree- 
ment over Bush's policies on Iraq; she is cur- 
rently campaigning for Kerry) that I did not ex- 
рес US policy to change dramatically under. 
Kerry, Bill Clinton himself having continued 
the US policy of imposing an embargo on Iraq 
which led to the deaths of tens of thousands of 
Iraqi children. But any shift from Bush's 21st- 
century version of "manifest destiny,” which is 
what his policy toward the world amounts to, 
should bea welcome one. 

What suggests it would make the world а 
winner—indeed, what affirms Kerry's posi- 
tion that there is а right way and wrong way 
1o deal with dictators—was the Arab reac- 
tion to the debate last Friday. The only ones 
who were not happy with Kerry's perfor- 
mance, worrying it might in fact carry him. 
оп to the White House, were the extremists 
and the heads of the autocratic regimes. The 
extremists want Bush to win because he is 
their biggest recruiter, in the same way that 
Marcas was the biggest recruiter for the New 
People's Army. And the heads of the autocrat- 
ic regimes, like Saudi Arabia, want Bush to. 
win because they do nor like reformers who. 
put pressure on them to recognize such 
democratic niceties as the citizens’ rights. 

"True enough, there is a right way and a 
wrong way to deal with tyrants, who are to be 
found not justin Iraq. Bush's way isn'tstopping. 
tyranny, it is propping it up. 

But you never know, life tends to be per- 
verse, The truly strange thing is that Bush 
should be leading Kerry at all after a disastrous 
first erm—one where he succeeded їп pissing 
offjust about everybody in the world, not least 
those who deeply sympathized with America 
after 9/11. But a friend of mine may have 


found the perfect explanation for it. ‘The 
dumbest voters, he said, are not to be found in 
the Philipines. 


They are to be found in America. 
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CALUBIAN, Leyte—My husband and 1 decided to 
disappear from Manila for three days for a pil 
grimage to the province; also, we wanted to see 

Y ourselves how things are back there. The 
problem with Manila media is that we are often. 
сис off from the realities in the provinces. Thus, I 
welcome every opportunity to get out there even 
fora few days. 

We flew by PAL to Cebu City last Thursday and 
linked up with some friends for the two-hour fer- 
ту ride to Ormoc City. From there, we motored 
another two hours to the Sth-class town of Calu- 
bian in northern Leyte—just across the strait 
from Biliran—to the diocesan shrine of St. 
‘Therese ofthe Child Jesus 

Tewas meant to bea pilgrimage but, a half hour 
from Ormoc, the penance began as we traversed 
what people there refer to as “first-class rough 
roads." I understand the Veloso family, which in- 
cludes the current third-termer Rep, Ed Veloso, 
has held political sway їп Leyte's third district for 
30 years. But the family appears to have forgotten. 
the roads. 


Until we met Rey Martinez, a PR assistant of 
Mandaue's Mayor Theodore Ouano, at the Ce- 
bu inauguration of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, I had never heard of Calubian. Rey and 
his friend, Resty Seville, who owns a construc- 
tion company in Cebu, were so kind to take us 
‘outoftowners to the various functions for 
GMA's inaugural. One evening, at the People's 
Sinugba in downtown Cebu, Rey told us of the 
shrine he had erected in Calubian—with the 
help of some friends—in honor of St. Therese. 
He coaxed us to join her devotees there last 
Oct. 1, her feast day, during which Bishé 
Filomeno Bactol of the Diocese of Naval in Bili- 
ran (which has jurisdiction over Calubian) 
blessed a life-sized statue of St. Therese donat 
ей by hermana mayor Ellen Alve. Rey had al- 
feady erected a small chapel, а pilgrim's cen- 
ter and a formation house for retreatants un- 
der the supervision of Calubian’s parish priest, 
Fr. Vic Japson. He has also commissioned a Ce- 
bu artist to finish life-sized statues for 13 of 


POLITICAL 

Тїрвїт5 Б 
Belinda = 
Olivares-Cunanan 


the 14 Stations of the Cross spread out over 
several hectares. Calubian will be the focal 
point of the Holy Week observance in the re- 
Zion. Bishop Bactol celebrates Mass there ev- 
ery First Saturday, enduring the rough roads. 


he wondered why so many peo 


sands обе: 
Чоп, He began reading everything about her, 
and on a business trip to the US, he carried an 
entire suitcase filled only with the leaflets; he 
place, dstabutng йет in plane airport 

aces, distributing airplanes, 
es and buses. His friends, who knew he 


раз not the “religous” type, were puzzled; in 


fact, some thought he had опе, я 


; B OPINION 
Therese gets her way 


He began planning a shrine for St. Therese 
ia eae 

‘on a promontory with a breathtaking 
view of the straits and the mountains of scenic 
Biliran. It's truly one of the most. Tve 
seen in this county. But Rey needed оге Тап 
and the owner of the adjacent land didn’t want 
tosellittohim. Rey lef for Cebu, but as he was 
walking into his Wilma called from 
Calubian: the owner was giving the land for 
free for St. Therese! With the help of friends, 
who donated all kinds of materials, and the la- 
bor supplied by the townspeople, he finished 
the їп the shrine. Bishop Bactol de- 
dared ita diocesan shrine last year. 


house and a Last Supper scene to complete his 
‘new Stations of the Cross for the coming Lent. 
Rey recounted a funny story that the Carme- 
lites at Gilmore found so jing. The night 
TE ocr ire 
that the small statue of the Sto. Nifio in his 
Берсана гена 
Кы 
Бер. th ee кош ee et 

fons dem 
Score the liti chapel at the strive. 

‘The shrine of St. Therese is puitting sleepy little 
Calubian on the map. As I sat in the balcony of the 
formation house one ; looking out on the 
керкеы Et 
across, with its beautiful mountain range, I thought 
‘to myself: What a pity that our small coastal towns 
аге not being discovered for tourism, which could 
вфе from poverty. Calubian's bach- 
elor lady mayor, 24-year-old Hazel “Dayday” Po, 


served us excellent: with cheese and 
fried garlic. She said the best scallops are found in 
her lity as the waters of the bay have just 
the right mix of salinity. 


Unfinished business 


THIS is the worst of times. 

‘When you live in а country where things are 
not what they seem, and they become more sur- 
real every day with every big news on television 
and radio, and in newspapers; and Winston Gar- 
cia, president/general manager of the Govern- 
ment Service Insurance System, digs a deeper 
hole with his every pronouncement; and you 
‘wonderin total amazement how Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye can say the things he says with а 
straight face; and you steadily lose control over 
your capacity to survive with the continually es- 
alating prices; and those among us who dare 
protest are hosed down with water cannons while 
truncheons are wielded to crack their skulls and 
break their bones; and you feel that you and ev- 
erybody else—except Garcia, Bunye and their 
ilk-—are trapped in a tailspin down the tunnel of 
doom, while Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo sails off 
with wind in her һай, life without care, to go seu- 
ba-diving in her and Garcia's favorite place; what 
can you do? 

Call another "people power" some are sug- 
gesting. I disagree. 

We cannot afford losing again the best and 
brightest among our youth as we did 30 years 
ago. That will leave us with a future too dismal to 
contemplate, with no other alternative than the 
likes of Bong Revi, Lito Lapid and Mikey Ar- 
royo, all of whom, like Garcia, have been inflicted 
on us by Ms Arroyo. 

Besides, the “Edsa people power" was when 
the Filipinos rose in full force to remove a dicta- 
tor In Edsa in January 2001, it was the so-called 
civil society rising in full force to'install another 

Tt is well for us to remember the day, 32 years 
ago, when Ferdinand Marcos proclaimed martial 
law Unless we've been lobotomized, we should 
be able to see that we are now living in the grip of 
martial rule. The big difference between now and 
1972 is that Marcos told us about it (although he 
lied about the date) and he had a mandate. Aside 
from that, Marcos, atleast, was brilliant. 

‘Today, our worst nightmare asa nation isagain 
upon us, and proving this is Winston Garcia 


MONEY is a mystery. It is so essential and yet 
making it can be quite a challenge. Saving it in 
our hand-to-mouth economy, seems virtually im- 
possible. For those with business background, 
making money may be а little less tough. But for 
those who don't have such background, making 
‘money, spending it wisely and putting something 
aside for either a rainy day or a comfortable re- 
tirement may seem an impossible dream. 

‘There are, however, people who have made 
“making money easier for others” their business. 
One such person is Efren Ll. Cruz. Over the past 
30 years, Пе has been involved in various aspects 
of fund management, the last nine years in the 
mutual fund industry. It was in mutual fund that 
Cruz learned a lot of lessons about personal fi- 
nancial planning. For some time now, he has tak- 
en to teaching the lessons he leamed by conduct. 
ing personal financial planning seminars for his 
mutual fund clients. 

It became clear to Cruz during his seminars 
that many working people do not have access to 
the many ways there are for making money and 
saving it. Its easy to tell people to save and live 
within their means, but what of the details that 
modern living requires? How to compute net 
worth? What exactly to expect from their savings 
or checking account? Why do checks bounce? Ог 
‘where and how to buy a bond? How to compute 
its returns? Making sense of the growing number 
of pre-need plans available—all these things сап 
make the average person dizzy and disappointed. 
Investment professionals take for granted these 
details which, to most Filipinos, are frustrating 
and intimidating 

"This réalization led Cruz to write a book on 
personal finance. From pre-need plans to credit 
cards, from bonds to stock market, the book is a 
‘lear source of information for young urban pro- 
fessionals, overseas Filipino workers, or anyone 
who wants to get a handle on their financial fu- 
tureina Philippine senting. 

Aside from the book, readers who register their 
copy at the Platypus website (wwwplarypus.ph) 
эге sent electronic worksheets to take the hassle 
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declaring, "I gave the order to disperse them," 
with the confidence and authority worthy only of. 
а president, after the images of protesters being 
trincheoned, hosed and tear-gassed were shown 
‘onthe TV screen. 

tis well for us to remember. It is well for us to 
heed an old saying: "Ang hindi marunong lumin- 
gon sa pinanggalingan ay hindi makakarating sa 
рагогоопал (Those who don't look back to their 
origins will never reach their destinations).” 

We cannot—like recently freed Malaysian for- 
mer deputy Anwar Tbrahim—just say “Is over 
and we have to move on.” 

In our case, despite such pathetic stop-gaps as 
the so-called Bayanihan Fund, the much trumpet- 
ей “10-Point Agenda," the attempts at "reconcili- 
ation," we simply cannot budge from where we 
are mired because the way ahead is littered with 
the corpses of unfinished business, and the past 
relentlessly haunts us with its ghosts. 

‘We have, for one, this messy habit of exposing 
wrongdoings with the enthusiasm of screaming 
banshees and then, just when we have the perpe- 
trator by the neck, we drop him and devote our 
‘energies to finding out whether the P10,500 that 
‘Keanna Reeves said was her asking price, was for 
“isang ganunan lang." 

‘Worse, we dismiss her truth with humiliating 
laughter, even as she has exposed all her emo- 
tional innards for our depraved entertainment. 

Although talking of a quite different matte, it 
is worthwhile to quote Interior Secretary Angelo 
Reyes: "After damaging institutions. ме just say 
kalimutan na narin yan?” 

“We should not lose our capacity for outrage," 
Sen. Joker Arroyo tells us. “Otherwise, we will 


Making ends meet 
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ош of number crunching and help them figure 
Out which релені lan loan, or insurance poli- 
cy makes the most sense for them. One worksheet. 
even helps parents find out how much they need 
tosave for their child's college education. 

The genius of Cruz's work is that it addresses 
issues and problems that exist in the real world, 
for Filipinos. 

Here's some salient points from his book: From 
Chapter 2— Milestones in your road тар": “The 
best ime to do financial planning is now—not to- 
morrow nor New Years Day but now! While 
you're young you should: 

"T. Pay yourself fist by saving, Developing the 
habit of saving at an eariy age will be of great use in 
later years when there will be strong temptations io 
draw more from savings rather than add to them. 

72. Get as much Ше insurance as you can as 
early in life as practicable. Be aware, however, 
that you may have to change your beneficiaries as 
you get older and start your own family. 

"3. Invest to better beat inflation. The beauty of 
investing, especially if you invest in fixed income 
instruments, is the magic of compounding. Com- 
pounding simply means that the interest on your 
investment earns interest itself. 

"4. Avoid debt as much as is practicable. But if 
you do have to incur debt, shop around for the best. 
ates, ask for the effective interest rate, get the 
shortest repayment period your income can afford, 
and repay debts earlier if you get windfall income. 

“As you get older, events in your life wll dictate. 
some change in the way you run your finances. 
You may get married, raise a family, buy or sell a 
home, start your own business, fund a college ed- 


find ourselves morally and intellectually dis- 
And so wedo. 
Hes anybody been held to account for the 
atrocities of the martial law regime? 
When Ms Arroyo vowed not to run yer she di 


when she declared she was "married to the coun- 


when she appointed Benj 
‘Commission on Elections to ensure her grip on 
the presidency; when the Gang of Four pro- 
claimed the legitimacy of her presidency while 
‘we were sleeping; when she used her office to ap- 
point ай those to whom she is indebted, and thus. 
‘we have a Winston Garcia who has become the 
metaphor of her kind of governance; we acqui- 
езсей as a people totally devoid of memory. 

And so we have a lot of deadweights in our 
path. We don't know whose money was deposited 
in the Jose Pidal account, or whether there really 
was one. We don't know whether Abalos really 
did mess upthe elections. 

And we may never know whether Garcia really 
absconded with those billions of money that be- 
Jong to the hundreds of thousands lowly govern- 
ment employees. Worst of all, we don't even 
Know whether Ms Arroyo really won our man- 
date. But we do know that Keanna is all of 33 
years old and was paid P10,500 for “isang ga- 
munan lang." 

It is because of this that we are carrying the 
heaviest burden of all: a leadership stripped of 
credibility. id 

Tn stressing the importance of character in 
leadership, John Maxwell said that people should 
trust their leaders. "If you lose that trust, you real- 
ly lose your leadership,” citing former US Presi- 
den: Bill Clinton who, he said “lost his moral au- 
thority because he lied to the people.” 

“You should be able to believe your president,” 
Michael Moore said in an interview. “If we don't 
have that, what are we left with?" 


Comments to nm19@mysmart.com ph 


ucation and/or fund your own retirement. The 
key to coping with all these milestones lies in the 
financial habits that you nurture early on in life.” 

From Chapter 3—Who NOT to approach": 
"The Pinoys naiveté when it comes to financial 
planning unfortunately leads to many problems. 
Forinstance, many scams plague the country, tak- 
ing advantage of the Pinoy's urgent need to get 
d pyramiding. Pyramid 

oid pyramiding. Pyramiding is an operation 
whereby the sales agents earn primarily from re- 
cruiting other sales agents instead of selling prod- 
Vets or services. 

"А Ponzi scheme is another scam. The scam 
was named after Charles A. Ponzi, an Italian im- 
migrant to the US who defrauded hundreds ofin- 
vestors in the 1920s. A Ponzi is a scheme whereby 
a person is promised an exceedingly high return 
‘on investment, when the money used to pay such 
returns merely comes from the principal invest- 
ments of succeeding investors. 

"On the debt side, avoid contracting too much 
consumer debt, like abusing credit card debt. 
‘Abusing the use of credit cards gives you a false 
sense of wealth since you don't immediately feel 
thedrain on your resources when you swipe your 
card. You just get the unpleasant surprise when 
the monthly billing arrives. 

“Ако on the debt side are many informal mi- 
cro financing operations run by individuals and 
who charge very high interest rates. These рег. 
sons can charge anywhere from a nominal rate of 
39% to 20% per month with the interest based on 
‘AOR and/or interest paid for in advance (in other. 
words, deducted from the loan proceeds from the 
start of the loan)." 

Tf you think these nuggets are pure gold, think 
of what the whole book Баз! 


PULL disclosure: "Pwede Ма! The Complete 
Pinoy Guide to Personal Finance" is published by 
Platypus Publishing, in which 1 am a partner. For 
‘copies, please contact Shiella Ducay at + 630916 
3005672 or e-mail sducayGplarypus.ph for de- 
tails. Or check out hitp//wwweplatypus.ph. 


——— P" 
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Quotable quotes 


NEWS reponi that contain direct quotes from news person- 
alites are enjoyable to read, The readers get the feeling that 
the source ofthe statements is right in front of them. 

Aside from putting ап aura of authenticity on the subject 
of the news, the quotes give the readers an insight into tfe“ 
mind-set of the news source at the time he made the state- 
ments. Is he serious? Did he really mean what he said? Why 
did he say that? 

The curiosity of a 
reader, Paul Paranal, 
was piqued by a di- 
rect quote that came 
out in the Sept. 24 
issue of the Ingum- 
m Те тез 
CPalace — defends 
mutineers”) was in 
connection with the apology made to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo by the key leaders of last year’s abortive Oakwood 
mutiny. 

After leaming of the expression of regrets, one of the mu- 
iners lawyers, Homobono Adaza, reacted with sadness, 
shock and anger over the young military officers’ sudden 
change of heart. 

He was quoted as saying: “This is a 360-degree turn 
from their previous stand. 1 have been taken for a ride. I 
thought they were willing to stand for what they believed 
їп and what they saw was happening to this country. I 
can't understand this, given their stand, their principles 
and vision.” 

The reader took particular note of the *360-degree turi" 
phrase in the story. He wrote: "I find it irksome when 1 see 
misuse of idioms like that one. In turning 360 degrees, one 
returns to his original position. To recant is to turn 180 де. 
grees. Having seen this in previous articles of the Inquiner,t 
just wonder if this quote is for real, or a misquote, or n ediz 
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torial lapse.” 2 
Direct quote ^ 
"The reader is right. A complete change in one's position 
should be described as a 180-degree шт, not 360-degree. In 
the latter case, it is as if nothing has changed from where a 
person earlier stood. 
‘es, the quote in question was made by Adaza. It was not, 
drawn from thin air by the Inquirer reporters who wrote he 


"subject news report. The statements came straight "from the 


horses mouth,” soto speak. 

Some readers will probably ask how an experienced 
lawyer like Adaza, who is known for talking English in rapid- 
fire fashion, can make that kind of grammatical mistake, 
Well, nobodys perfect. Even the best English professors 
sometimes commit lapses in the use of the language they’ 
teach. + 

What probably happened was Адага was so emotionally- 
affected by the unexpected action of his clients that he blurt, 
ed out the wrong number when he tried to give a more, 
graphic description of their move. Apparently, he opened his 
mouth before his brain cells had the opportunity to pick out 
the right words to use for that purpose. In any event, that sip 
of the tongue did not diminish the effect of the idea he want- 
ed to convey to the reporters. 

In fairness to Adaza, he is not alone in committing that 
kind of mistake. The reporters’ notebooks are replete with 
notes about politicians who, thinking it is not classy to ex- 
press their thoughts in Filipino, insist on talking in English’ 
that would make their English teachers turn in their graves 
with embarrassment. ; 


Accuracy d 

The acceptance of limitations in the use of English is. 
what makes Vice President Noli de Castro and Sen. Lito 
Lapid admirable. Aware that they are not proficient in he, 
Kings language, they talk їп Filipino and, in the process, 
avoid gaffes in English that could make them the butt of ir^ 
reverent jokes. 

Аз a matter of policy, the Ivguinen does not change the 
wording of statements made by news sources when they are 
quoted in the reports. If they have inadvertently missed a; 
word and its absence would confuse the readers, the missing 
word is supplied, but is placed in brackets, to alert the read- 
ers to the adjustment made. . 

The fact that the newspaper publishes a grammatically- 
erroneous quotation should not be taken to mean that it 
endorses the use of wrong words or sentences. The pri 
mary duty of the editorial staff is to report the events as: 
they happen and that includes writing about the impor- 
tant statements made by the people involved in the, 

Ifthe news source gets caught in some grammatical laps: 
ез, thats his or his PR handlers’ own lookout. It's up to the' 
public ro decide whether to dismiss the booboo as trivial ос 
consider ita matter of serious concern. à 

"When a mistake of that nature sees print, the usual reac- 
tion ofthe person to whom the error has been attributed is to 
claim that he was misquoted or the reporter made it up. Ts 
avoid this finger-pointing, the Inquinex requires its reporters, 
to use, whenever feasible, their tape recording devices in 
their interviews, especially when controversial public figures, 


are involved. 
Native language 

Sometimes, space limitations prevent a verbatim repio- 
duction of the statements of news sources, especially if they" 
are very long. I's amazing how 

some public personalities are inspired to talk at length in’ 
the presence of reporters or TV cameras. 

‘On these occasions, the statements are simply para- 
phrased, but extra care is taken to make sure the summary 
accurately reflects the ideas sought to be conveyed by the. 
news source, 

"When the statements are in Filipino or in a native dialect, 
the reporter or editor concerned may either reproduce the” 
statements "asis" and give the English translation, ог rewrite." 
them in English in their entirety. 

"The original wording is maintained if the words contain 
connotations or hidden meanings that can only be under- 
stood by a native speaker. Some words in Filipino or the na- 
tive dialects cannot be accurately transtared into Englis 
there is therefore a possiblity that something important 
might get lost inthe translation, hence, the need to write the.» 
statements in their original form. 

“The readers’ advocate may be reached at the following ad. 
dress: "The Readers Advocate" c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, 
Makati City. Or through fax nos. 897-4793 to 94, or reader- 
‘sadvocate@inguirercom ph. 
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A few good schools 


QUALITY schools аге fast becom- 
ing a тагйу nowadays. The best 
Schools charge very expensive tu- 
ition beyond the reach of mini- 
mum wage eamers. Most schools 
have become diploma-vending 
machines, producing ill-trained 
graduates who are good at flunk- 
ing board exams, 

Profit, instead of imparting rel- 
evant knowledge and providing 
quality education, is prioritized 
in the management of schools. 
Courses are offered based on 
market demands rather than on 
the country’s needs. Schools then 
maintain high enrollment im 
courses which promise employ- 
ment abroad, such as nursing and 
caregiving. So while there is an 
oversupply of graduates in the 
field of health care, there is a 
shortage of qualified professi 
als in the fields of science, agri- 


culture and engineering, which 
the country needs for industrial 
ization. 

Оп the other hand, computer 
schools entice students by promis- 
ing them a high-paying career out- 
side the country. 

Only few schools remain true to 
the real mission of college educa- 
tion—to guide students in the pur- 
suit of knowledge and truth and to 
train them to be responsible prin- 
cipled, modern and productive 
citizens oftheir country. 

The high cost of private educa- 
tion forces thousands of students 
to shift to public universities. This 
exodus has led to further deterio- 
ration of the public school system, 
sven sri grapples with deme 
ing state subsidy. 

‘Only a handful of state univer- 
sities continue to give decent edu- 
cation. Itdoes not help that politi 


cians keep converting community 
colleges into universities despite 
inadequate resources, poor facili- 
ties and lack of qualified educa- 
tors. 

In other countries, completin 
basic education is sufficient trai 
ing for the youth to secure em- 
ployment. But the poor quality of 
elementary and high school edu- 
cation in the country makes it im- 
perative for the young to acquire 
college education in order to learn 
more skills. 

Many complain about the de- 
creasing competitiveness of our 
students. Well itis not always ac- 
curate to blame the students for 
this. We should also blame our 
schools. ` 

—RAYMOND PALATINO, 
vice president, Anak ng Bayan 
"Youth Party, 32-A Visayas Ave., 

Galas, Quezon City 


Hoping for the revival of Cebuano movies 


WAS excited to read the article 
“Cesar Montano wants to revive 
Visayan motion picture industry” 
in the Inoumer's Sept, 11 Saturday 
Special. issue. It evoked. fond 
memories of ihe past, when Ge- done in Marla, priority is given to 
buano films, the likes of “Luha sa Tagalog films,” 

Kalipay ” and "Dimakaling” were Incidentally the article on Mon- 
being shown. ‘tano’s plan correctly observed that 

T eamnot forget those films Бе. bisaya, the Cebuano language, is 
cause it was my kabayan, Bert spoken “as far as Mindanao.” In 
Nombrado, who played the lead fact, in the Philippines, Cebuano îs 
roles in them. Neither Caridad more widely spoken than Tagalog. 
Sanchez nor Inday Ranillo-Cortez, It was through the influence of 
both ofwhommade it big in Taga- Commonwealth President Manuel 
log films, could ever overshadow L. Quezon, himself a Tagalog, that 
Nombracio who was one of the Tagalog was chosen as the nation: 
leading figures in the Cebuano allanguage. 
film industry. Statistically, there are more Ce- 

T met Nombrado herein Mani- buano-speaking Filipinos than 
A dialogue is possible 
ASUNCION David-Maramba's 
Column: ‘Again-is dialogue 
possible (PDI, 8/28/04) pores 
Gne ofthe biggest challenges fac. 
ing the Church and the State to- 
у. 

1 agree with her. With USAID 
withdrawing s supply of oral and 
injectable contraceptives to the 
Philippine government, now is the 
most opportune time to persuade 
the private sector and the Church 


la, when he was still alive. I asked 
him about the Cebuano film in- 
dustry. He replied: “Wala tayong 
laban sa Tagalog movies. In the 
processing of the film, which is 


into establishing common areas of 
cooperation in the field of family 
planning. 

The Church and the State 
agree on the need to improve the 
quality of life of the Filipina 
mother. However, the myopic ap- 
proach of arguing over artificial 
or natural methods keeps our 
family planning program from 
moving forward. There is a eed 
to refocus our perspectives rela- 


any other linguistic groups. In 
fact, Randy V Urlanda, associate 
editor of Panorama magazine and 
а Tagalog-speaking Filipino born 
in Gumaca, Quezon, shares this 
observation. 

It has been seid lately that 
what is in Manila can also be 
found in Cebu. Gone are the 
days, therefore, when certain 
things could be done only in 
Manila. 1 hope and pray that film 
processing can be done also in 
Cebu so that Montano will not go 
through the frustrations Ce- 
buano filmmakers experienced 
inthe past. 

FACUNDOS, TALLO, 
182/6North 15151, 
‘Talon IV 1749, Las Piñas City 


tive to our concept of “quality 
life” (in the realm of spiritual ог 
economic). Yes, a dialogue is 
needed. 

May | suggest that we start by 
contacting and mentioning those 
individuals who would be willing 
to go into a dialogue? Yes, a dia- 
logue is possible. Yes, we can 
make things happen! 

—REYM. FUENTES, 
rmfuentes20026 yahoo.com. 
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Inappropriate 
headline 


THE INQUIRER'S Sept. 15 head- 
line, "Napocor chief quits, leaves 
firm bleeding,” seems very inap- 
propriate. Used in the headline, 
the phrase “leaves firm bleeding” 
senta key message that could stick 
in the minds of readers more im- 
pressionably thus making it more 
inappropriate. 

But the message is a subjective 
statement that negatively implies, 
albeit wrongly, Murga's account- 
ability for the losses of the Nation- 
al Power Corp. 

However, in the story, the IN- 
quan highlighted President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's commendations of 
Мота? contributions to and out- 
standing performance in Napocor, 
such as the successful streamlining 
of the company and the resulting 
cost-savings, the strengthening of 
mechanisms for costreduction, 
and the value of his experience and 
leadership that “will be greatly 
missed.” These portions of the sto- 
ту belie the headline the Ingunen 
used. Yet, the headlines apparent 
negativity had йз effect the very 
minute it reached public attentjon. 

It should be noted that the Iv 
‘qumen’s Sept. 11 éditorial traced the 
root of Napocor’s problems all the 
way back to the Marcos regime (the 
ucear power plant fiasco), then to 
the Aquino administrations honor- 
ing of anomalous debts incurred in 
‘building the nuclear plant, then to 
the Ramos administration hasty 
approval of expensive independent 
power projets, and then to the Ar- 
Toyo administration's cap on the 
РРА (parchased power adjust- 
ments) charge in 2002, 

shall stop short of accusing the 
Inquirer of sensationalism. But a 
shorter headline, “Napocor chief 
quits,” would have probably suf- 
iced. In this instance, the одвел 
seems to have fallen short in meet- 
ing the joumalisi: demands for 
consistency and attention to detail. 

—RAYMUND MURGA, 
rymurga@yahoo.com 
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Less than P1 million 


1 REFER to the Inoumer article, 
"Govt fat cats under fire" (PDI, 
9/16/04), which listed the top 
100 government officials accord- 
ing to compensation for 2002 and 
2001. 

In the 2002 list, 1 came out as 
No. 97 with a "compensation" of 
P1,909,488.67. For the record, 
please note that the amount in- 
cludes P1,168,332.47 of discre- 
tionary representation and trans- 


portation allowances, These were 
spent for official business expens- 
esand not for my personal benefit 
This can be confirmed, if needed, 
by the staff ofthe Office ofthe Sec- 
retary of Finance. 

My actual compensation, there- 
fore, for 2002 was P741,156.20 
and not P1,909,488.67 as report- 
ed. 

JOSE ISIDRO М. CAMACHO, 
former finance secretary 


Bayan Muna contribution doubted 


THE INQUIRER'S Aug. 29 editori 
al mentioned party-list group 
Bayan Muna's financial contribu 
tion, which came from its pork 
barrel, to the construction of the 
“three-story student activity cen- 
ter” at the Polytechnic University 
of the Philippines. Having been а 
student at the PUP main campus 
in Sta: Mesa for eight years (high 
school and college), I was witness 
to the many significant as well as 
minor events that took place in 
Ош university since 1996. I am 
not sure, however, of Bayan Mu- 
na's act of generosity to the PUP 
want to ask where in the PUP 
(main campus or branches) the 
“three-story student activity cen- 
ter" has been buil As far as I 
know, there is only a two-story 
building especially constructed 
for students in our Sta. Mesa cam- 
pus. It is called Unyon ng Mag- 
aaral/Student Development Cen- 
ter. It was finished early in 2000, 
several months before Bayan Mu- 
па was accredited as а party-list 
group (there was only Bayan 


SM decision a challenge to creativity 


WE would like to commend and ex- 
tend our heartfelt congratulations 
to the SM management headed by 
Henry Sy for its decision to ban R- 
18 movies from its theaters all over 
the country SM's decision is a very 
big boost to our campaign for last- 
ing moral recovery by promoting 
wholesome and dean ешепаш- 
ment with sound family values. 

We hope that all the other malls. 
will follow suit. This will help 
counteract the wave of sensuality, 
obscenity, impurity invading our 
customs, fashion and entertain- 
теш. 

May SM's move awaken inall of 


then), and almost a year and a 
half before it was offically pro- 
claimed a winner. 

‘Therefore, the Unyon ng Mag- 
aaral Building could not have been 
the student center Rep. Teddy Casi- 
fio is talking about. The PUP cele- 
brated йз 100th Foundation An- 
niversary this October and I do not 
know yet if our cash-strapped but 
‘overachieving "Premier University 
of the Poor" was able to construct 
more than one student center— 
with the help of Bayan Muna 
(which was accused by military of 
ficials of using its pork barrel to 
fund the New Peoples Army). 

For the sake of our fellow stu- 
dents, | wish Casiño's claim is 
ue. Otherwise, Bayan Muna 
should give up its pork barre. The 
militant party-list groups can sus- 
tain themselves without the Prior- 
ity Development Assistance Fund; 
just half of their representatives! 
total salaries will suffice. 

— ENGELS C. DEL ROSARIO, 
2986 Masikap St, 
X Mapa, Sta. Mesa, Manila 


us—especially the movie produc- 
ers, directors, actors and actress- 
es—to our common responsibility 
to promote clean, wholesome fun 
and entertainment and a culture 
of virtue. Far from killing our local 
movie industry, this surely will 
challenge them to grow in creativ- 
ity and professionalism. 

It is hoped that with this move, 
the actors and actresses will be 
more responsible in their behavior 
and serve as good role models es- 
pecially for the youth. For, ethics 
and aesthetics are inseparable. 

—AMELIA M. BONOTAN 
AND 32 OTHER SIGNATORIES 
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Fire hits supermarket; 8 die 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—Eight employees of a supermarket here 
were killed after the building was razed by a five-hour fire on Saturday. 


Citing the safety issues and the high 
death toll, Mayor Oscar Rodriguez called 
the fire that razed the Popongs Suerte 
Mart in Barangay Sto. Rosatio here the 
“worst fire” to hit this city in decades. Po- 
lice said the supermarket is owned by lo- 
cal traders Marichu Choi and Tony Со. 

‘The retrieval operations—hampered 
by the darkness and inadequate equip- 
ment and protective gear of fire- 
men-started at 11:55 p.m. or almost 
three hours after the fire was contained. 
Arson investigators could not yet deter. 
mine the cause of the fire 

"Two bodies were found near a grill-cov- 
егей window on the left side of a small 
room on the third floor of the supermarket, 

On the far right, five more bodies were. 


found. Two of them were in apparent 
tight embrace. The remains of the man 
were pinned under a roof that caved in. 

The city government identified the 
vietims as Joy Lugtu, 19; Genevie Dizo 
27; Victoria Malipico, 37; Alma Gonz 
les, 38; Emerita Koh, 41; Lerma Gutier- 
rez, 26; and Marlene Miranda, 20. 

They had worked for the supermarket 
from a year to 20 years either as encoder, 
finance officer and cashier. 

The man, said to be a merchandiser, 
has yet tobe identified. At62.m. Sunday, 
nobody had claimed his remains yet. 

"When the retrieval operation was over 
at 3:50 a.m., the relatives and co-em- 
ployees of the victims found it dificult to 
identify the dead. 


Aided by a forensic expert from the po- 
lice in Camp Olivas, the relatives entered 
the morgue of the Torno Funeral Homes at 
past a.m. in barchesto see the charred re- 
mains and look for clues to identify them. 

‘A porcelain tooth, rims of eyeglasses, 
a bumt cellular phone, the marks of 
clothes, a necklace and a wallet gave out 
their identities. 

The victims’ relatives also raised ques- 
tions on the capability of government 
firefighters and regulatory officials to 
prevent or deal with similar incidents. 

Rodriguez said the supermarket was giv 
ena permit on Feb. 6, 2004 despite its "non- 
compliance with fre safery standards.” 

Councilor Jimmy Lazatin said as early as 
1996, documents showed that the super- 
market had several deficiencies, among 
these, "obstructions on the fire escape door” 
Members of the retrieval eam said this door 
was locked when the fire occurred. They 
said the route leading to the door was nar- 
row and blocked by merchandise. The win- 


dows, they said, had metal grills. 

"The fire spread to some shanties behind 
the old building, forcing residents in Purok 
3 toevacuate and haul their belongings. 

JP Basilio, who was among the first to 
volunteer for the rescue work, said he 
saw the victims all huddled on the third 
floor waving their hands for help. 

“They could not get out. They were 
trapped. They were shouting for help,” 
he said. 

Firefighters tried to enter the building 
by destroying the window grills of the 
second floor, which served as a storage 
area for cooking oil and candles. 

“The big flames, according to Supt. Em- 
manuel Arrozal, provincial fire marshal, 
prevented rescuers from reaching the 
victims immediately. 

“We need to prevent future tragedies 
likes this from happening," Rodriguez said. 

He formed а committee and ordered an 
investigation of the cause of the fire and the 
probable liability of the supermarket owners. 


Court dismisses poaching charge vs 14 foreign fishers 


TACLOBAN CITY The regional trial court 
here has dismissed the charges of poach- 
ing fled by the government against 14 for- 
eign fishermen arrested off the coast of 
Guiuan, Eastem Samar last Aug. 19. 

Judge Salvador Apurillo of Branch 8 
gave weight to the claim of the fishermen, 
most of them Chinese, that they were in 
the waters off Guiuan on board a Tai- 


wanese-registered vessel “Hasuda 1222" 
to take refuge from the bad weather. 

їп a Sept. 30 decision, the court de- 
scribed the entry of the fishing vessel as 
an "innocent passage” to the Philippine 
waters on its way to Indonesia. 

‘Apurillo used as basis in dismissing the 
case the certification issued by the Philip- 
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical and As- 


tronomical Services Administration, 
which was Submitted by the fishermen. 
‘The certification said that while tropical 
storm “Lawin” was in the Philippines on 
‘Aug. 15 to 17, the southwest monsoon had 
‘caused strong winds and rough seas in the 
‘waters off Guiuan on Aug. 18 and 19. 
‘Apurillo said "the vessels fishing gear 
‘was not deployed and neither was there any 


catch of ish on board the said vessel when 
apprehended,” which proved that the fish- 
ermen were not poaching as aimed by the 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. 
‘The fishermen, composed of 11 Chi- 
mese, two Taiwanese and Vietnamese, 
were arrested by the Coast Guard about 73 
nautical miles off Sungi Point in Guiuan. 
Joey A. Gabieta, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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P2-M ‘ghost’ 
refo projects“ 
uncovered 


ILAGAN, Isabela—The Commission oi. 

Audit has uncovered more than P2.3 mil- 
оп worth of unaccounted reforestation 

projects of the Department of Environ. 

ment and Natural Resources in Сараја 
alley. 

А 2003 СОА report released recently: 
showed that the DENR-Cagayan Valley. 
had reported P2,320,037.88 worth ofrer, 
forestation projects that could not be lo- 
cated or identified due to lack of docu- 
ments or insufficient evidence that these 
were implemented, 

"The composition or details of the dit 
ferent reforestation projects making up. 
the recorded account balances closed to 
the government equity cannot be deter- 
mined because of the absence of sub- 
sidiary ledgers and other supporting doc” 
uments,” the audit report said. 

‘Antonio Principe, DENR-Cagayan Val? 
ley director, said his office had fully ac- 
counted for the reforestation projects. 
implemented during his term. à 

He said his predecessors might have- 
been the ones who implemented the un 
accounted reforestation projects that! 
‘were uncovered by the COA, : 

He said reforestation projects worth" 
РІ million were coursed through his of 
fice and these did not receive any addì" 
tional allocation or grant for such pro- 
Jects. Villamor Visaya Jr, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 2d 
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taxes" and increase in charges on 
fees on government transactions. 

Ina statement signed by around 
50 municipal councilors, mayes, 
and provincial board members the 
officials said the revenue measures 
will aggravate rather than solve 
the countrys fiscal crisis. 

“Its like strangling the people 
Just to pay banks and creditors,” 
said Aklan board member Ramon 
Gelito. He noted that the major 
cause of the country’s financial 
problems is the huge debt pay- 
ments. 

Gelito said people especially in 
rural areas are already suffering 
from widespread poverty. "Busi- 
nesses are doing badly because 
people are buying less and less 
and these taxes will only worsen 
the situation.” 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—Legislators and 
executives on Panay Island has 
formed an alliance to oppose the 
eight proposed tax measures of 
Malacafiang. 

The first such group organized 
by local officials, the Alliance of 
Legislators Against Regressive 
Taxes (Alert-Panay) will cam- 
paign against the tax measures, 
which aim to raise P80 billion го 
help offset the governments 
mounting budget deficit. 

"The measures include a P2in- 
ctease im specific taxes on 
petroleum products, an increase in 
the value added tax from 10 per- 
‘cent to 14 percent, increase in tax- 
ез on tobacco and alcohol or “sin 


ues El mercury drug soe 


lolo board member Cecilia Ca- 
padosa, Alert-Panay head, said the 


{ax measures will affect everyone amount targeted by the eight pro- | LIGAO CITY—All four mem- 
regardless of their income. posed tax measures. bers of a household in a far- 

"he alliance is the first to be The Panay officials are also op- | flung coastal village here 
formed outside of Congress, said posing planstosuspendorcutthe | were murdered inside their 


Bayan Muna Rep. Teodoro Casi- 
fio, guest speaker in the assembly 
of thealliance. 

Casifio said 71 congressmen 
have joined Alert and have sup- 


GRA). 
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Panay execs oppose tax measures 


percent improvement in tax col- 
fection would raise more than the 


share of local government units 
їп the internal revenue allotment 


“Any cut on the IRA is very dis- 
advantageous to poor municipali- 
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4 die in Albay massacre; 
love triangle eyed 


house by still unidentified 
persons at 12 midnight on Fi 


‘Chief Insp. Ame! Rabe, Li- 
320 City police chief, identified 


Barangay Kabarian, some 40 
Kilometers from Ligao City 
before the incident 


wounds in their necks and bod- 
ies, which instantly caused 
their death, the reports said. 

‘Supt. Guillermo Paguio, 


ported. House Resolution 91, ties,” said Mayor Jose the victims as Estemson Lomi- bay police director, also said an 

‘which directs the House commit’ Varona of Sebaste town in Antique. | nario, 65, his live-in partner initial report pointed to a cer- 

tee on ways and meansto investi- Sebaste isa fifth class municipality | Maritess — Reynancia, 23, tain Jojie Cedeño, Maritess’ 

gate tax leakages that have  Capadosasaid she would spon- | Maritess daughter Abigail Ce- former husband, as the prima- 

Caused about P285 in annual soraresolutioninthellolloboard | defio, 6, and  Lominario's ry suspect. 

losses to the government. against the measures. Chaptersof | daughter Rose, 3. The police were still investi- 
Instead of passing new taxmea- фе Philippine Councilor's League Rabe said a report showed gating the killings, with love 

sures, Casifio said the government have also launched a signature | that a group of men were al- triangle as the probable mo- 

Should strictly implement existing campaign against the measures, | legedly drinking in front of the te. — Michael Jaucian, PDI 

tax laws and improve tax collec: said Wilson Balingit, PCL-loilo | victims house in Purok 1, Southern Luzon Bureau 

tion. He cited а study that a 15 treasurer Кее s = 

Mirant expansion in Quezon hit ROUNDUP 

LUCENA CITY—An official of Pagbilao, Que- caused by Mirant's operation in Pagbilao. Dengue kills 8 


топ and an environmental group are against 
the expansion of the 700-megawatt coal-fired 
power plant in Barangay Ibabang Polo. 

Pagbilao Councilor Juan Zaporteza said the 
local government has an approved resolution 
‘opposing any new power plant in Ibabang Polo. 

Mirant officials announced last weeka plan 
to expand its coal-fed power plant in Pagbilao 
to 350 megawatts with $300 million invest- 
теш. 

"These expansions, which are in an ad- 
vanced stage of development and subject to 
ош obtaining all the needed clearances, 
should be operating in early 2008 in time to 
meet the projected capacity shortfalls in Lu- 
zon and Cebu,” Ed Bautista, president and 
chief executive officer of Mirant Philippines, 
said ina statement. 

But Zaporteza said the additional plant 
should first have the approval ofthe local gov- 
ernment and the residents in a series of public 
hearings. 

“No public hearings have been conducted 
for the purpose,” he said. 

"The power plant has yet to settle the back 
taxes it owes the local government amount- 
ing to P3.6 billion, he added. 

"The Tanggol Kalikasan-Southern Luzon, а 
public interest environmental law office here, 
Said it would also oppose the planned expan- 
sion. 

“No more coal-fired power plant in Que- 
топ,” lawyer Asis Perez, director of Tanggol 
Kalikasan said in phone interview. 

Вак Perez admitted that his group has no 
data on any possible environmental damage 
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“Yes, there were reported cases but we 
don't know what happened. But since it is 
coal-fired plant, мете sure it will really cause 
damage to the environment because of its car- 
bon emission," Perez said. 

If there is really a need for additional pow- 
er plants, he urged the government to source 
it from indigenous materials like natural gas 

"Iis cheaper, environment friendly and we 
have lots of indigenous energy reserve,” he 
said. 

‘But Bautista assured that the new plant will 
use state of the art clean coal technology (flu- 
idized bed technology) as well as the latest 
environmental mitigation measures that will 
ensure environment friendly operations. 

‘About 600,000 metric tons of local coal per 
year will be used once operations begin, the. 
Mirant official said. 

Energy Secretary Vincent Perez, said the 
expansion would help avert any power supply 
shortfall in the next few years. He said it takes 
about three to four years to build new power 
plants. 

“In the case of Luzon, projection shows that 
Luzon would need additional power supply 
by year 2008,” Perez said ina statement. 

Mirant, the biggest private producer of 
electricity in the country, owns and operates 
‘over 2,500 MW of generating capacity. 

‘The expansions would be undertaken by 
Mirant Global Philippines Corp., a joint sub- 
sidiary of Mirant Philippines and Global Busi- 
ness Holdings Inc. of the Metrobank Group. 

Delfin Mallari Jr., PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
теш 


Batangas resort owners 
warned on security 


NASUGBU, Batangas—Police au- 
ls of a beach 

resort homeowners association 
here have warned the members 

of the group and their guests to 

ж be extra careful after a family 
member of а homeowner was 


ment and later released after giv- 
еп medical attention. 

Initial investigation by the police 
showed that the victim had just left 
her bedroom and after a few steps, 
the suspect, who had gained en- 
trance unnoticed to their beach 


hacked with a bolo bya would-be house, held her neck from behind. 
robber on Sept. 25. Sensing danger, Brodert-Sia man 
"he Nasugbu police said it re- aged to free herself, and ran back to 
ceived atelephone callon Sept. 25 her bedroom but was chased by the 
from a certain engineer Sosa who suspect and hacked at her back be- 
reported that there маза stabbing fore she could enter the bedroom. 
more incident аг Sitio Tali Beach, Baran- The wounded victim was able to 
взу Balaytigue here. shut the door bur the suspect tried 
Police composed of SPO1 Beni- to open it. She said she shouted, 


lo Bay, 5РО1 Godofredo Maga- 
ling and POI Leandro de la Vega 
immediately proceeded to the 


which called the attention of her 
‘companions who ran after the sus- 
pect who fled through the grassy, 


levels, government and non government agencies, 
pre-service educators and interested individuals. 
Call the Center for Environmental Awareness and Education at 


Tel. 721-7360 Telefax. 533-3712 
or visit www.peec.ceae.org 
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place to verify the report and con- 
duct an investigation. 

Based on the team's report, at 
about 9 p.m., Sept. 25, one Sarah 
Вгодеп-$а, а resident of No. 8 
Marina Drive, Tali Beach, Baran- 
gay Balaytigue here, was wound- 
ed when hacked on her back with 
а bolo by a bonnet-wearing sus- 
pect who fled after the incident 
with the weapon used. 

Brodett-Sia, 29, married and 
businesswoman, was immediate- 
ly brought to the Nasugbu Doc- 
tors General Hospital for treat- 
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dark portion of the area. 
Police combed the adjacent 
beach house compounds and shore- 
lines for the suspect but to no avail. 
Officials of the Tali Beach 
Homeowners Association have 
warned its members to be extra 
security conscious, according to a 
homeowner interviewed by the 
молие, who requested not to Бе 
named. 
Не said Brodett-Sia's case was 
not ће first to happen in the area. 
Arlene Javier Опа, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—Dengue has killed at 
east eight people, five of them children, and at- 
flicted 1.388 others in seven Central Luzon 
provinces, the regional Department of Health said 
Ina report released last week. The virus, spread 
by the mosquito Aedes aegypti, killed six in 
Pampanga and two in Bulacan, the report for the 
Jenvary-Sept. 11 period showed. In Pampanga, 
the deaths from dengue were monitored in 
Barangay Cansinala in Apalit town, Betis in 
Guagua town, Pio in Porac town, and Caduang 
Tete and San Gabriel in Macabebe town. In Bula- 
сап, the two deaths were recorded in Barangay 
Pulong Buhangin in Sta. Maria town. 

Tonette Orejas, POI Central Luzon Desk 


Cop shot dead 
CEBU CITY—A policeman involved inthe anti- 
rugs campaign, was shot dead last Sept. 24 in 
Argao, Cebu. PO? Julius Amarillo, 32, died trom a 
bullet wound in the head fired у one of the two 
assailants in Barangay Canbanua, about 25 me- 
ters Irom his home. The policeman was a mem- 
ber of the police task foroe on Ant Dangerous. 
Drugs Enforcement and Crack Team in Argao. Ar- 
го Mayor Wiliredo Caminero said the kiling 
сате a few days after Amarillo hit one ofthe al- 
leged thieves arrested by the police due o the 
suspect's rude behavior, 

 Jhunnex Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Village dad held for rape 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—A village official who 
bragged to have sired at least 17 children with 
eight different women was arrested Sept. 27 on 
таре charges. Antonio Armila, а councilor of 
Barangay Fatima here, was accused of sexually 
abusing a neighbor he offered to help in 2003. 
The complaint fled by a woman before a local 
‘court in Digos City in Davao del Sur, said Armilla 
‘volunteered to help her settle a case fled against 
her brother, but in the process forcing her to have 
Sex with him. Armilla said he and his accuser 
were lovers and that she could have been influ- 
fenced by those who have an ax to grind against 
Pim. He said they have a child. 

Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Indonesian nabbed for piracy 
DAVAO CITY—An Indonesian national and two 
Filipinos were arrested tor thei alleged involve- 
mentin piracy in the waters of Davao del Sur. 
Supt. Nestor Quinsay. Davao del Sur police direc- 
tor sad the suspects, MIKI Talamigis, 23. of 
Bitung, Indonesia: Relly Ravaja, 24, and Manuel 
Yanos, 21, both of Barangay Tinago in General 
Santos Gy were arrested while aboard an unreg- 
istered boat off ose Abad Santos town in Davao 
del Sur on Wednesday. Quinsay said the Indone- 
‘San national and his Filipino cohors were 
brought to the provincial police office, where they 
were identified by some of thelr victims. 

Anthony Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Ex-cop held for smuggling 
ZAMBOANGA CITY—Authorities arrested a re- 
tired potice official during a raid in Bongao, Tawi- 
Tawi on suspicion of involvement in gun smug- 
ging. Ce Supt. Sukarno баі, police director 
Ot the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, 
Said retired police Supt. Sarras Gadzali of Jolo, 
Sulu, was arrested by joint military and police op- 
eraives aboard the MV Evergreen of Asia, which 
docked at the Bongao Pier from Siasi, Sulu Fri- 
day. Кліа said recovered from Gadzalis posses- 
sion were at least four 45 caliber handguns, a 38 
Caliber revolver, a rocket grenade tube. and vari- 
ous types of ammunition. He said Gadzali was 
stil being interrogated. 

Julie Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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From page At 
opinion poll, Bush was leading narrowly with 
51 percent to Kerry's 45 percent. 

Whether the debate results would turn the. 
tide fop Kerry is far from certain. But an inde- 
pendent commentator, Tim Russert of NBC 
News, described Kerry' performance as his 
“second coming,” after the senator had been 
ridiculed by his fellow Democrats for running 
“lackluster” campaign. 

‘The Iraq war dominated the theme of the 
debate. The verdict of media commentators 
‘was that both Bush and Kerry had avoided 
gaffes that would have spelled disaster for ei- 
ther candidate, and that the debate crystal 
lized the sharp differences in their respective. 
approaches to the war The debate also 
showed the strikingly contrasting styles of the 
two rivals. 

‘The debate was viewed by an estimated TV 
audience of up to 50 million in the United 
States, and a million others in Europe and 
Asia, including the Philippines. 


Europeans, Asians 

Kerry was seen as the clear winner by the 
Europeans and Asians. In France and Ger- 
many, which opposed the US-led invasion of 
Trag, Kerry's promise of a multilateral US for- 
eign policy was welcomed. 

Prior to the debate, a French opinion poll 
said 90 percent favored Kerry. Andre Kaspi, ап 
expert on the United States at Sorbonne Üni- 
versity in Paris, said: “There is no doubt that 
international support for the US has fallen а 
lot in the last four years—in France particu- 
arly, but this is a global trend and it is also 
verystrong in the Arab world." 


Newsweek ... 
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Newsweek poll had a margin of sampling error 
of plus or minus 4 percentage points. 

Bush led 49-43 in the poll in early Septem- 
ber and posted an 11-point advantage over 
Kerry in the poll following the Republican 
convention. 

Now Kerry enters а critical 10 days. He stil 
has two more debates with Bush on Oct. 8 and 
13. A vice presidential debate is scheduled on 
‘Tuesday. 

Bush aides had hoped their man would nail 
Kerry in the first presidential face-off on 
‘Thursday—and effectively end the race. But 
now they must be wondering whether Bush 
had played his trump card too soon after 
pushing for the initial debate to be on foreign. 
policy, supposedly his strongest point. 

‘According to the Newsweek poll and other 
snap surveys after the debate, Kerry emerged 
the clear winner and dented support for 
Bush's stewardship of the Iraq war and the 
global antiterror campaign. 

‘Although some analysts scored the event а 
draw, the debate evidently changed the dy- 
namic in the race and presented voters with а 
clear choice. 

‘According to some observers, Kerry has 
closed the credibility gap with Bush, who has 
the power, prestige and trappings of the presi- 
dency to lord it over his opponent. 


More confident 

Kerry's performance in the debate seemed. 
to release weeks of pent-up tension, as he ap- 
peared more loose and confident on the 
stump. 

“T have always had a feeling about the end 
of September when the leaves begin to 
change, the air gets a little cooler, my political 
juices star to flow." Kerry said at a fundraiser. 
‘with wealthy donors on Saturday night. 

‘Aides said Kerry would now link Bush's 
perceived failings over Iraq to his alleged mis- 
‘mangement ofthe economy. 

“Time and again, George Bush has proven 
that he's stubborn, out of touch and unwilling 
to change course’... He confuses staying in 
place with leadership,” Kerry said in Florida 
on Saturday. 

“But i's not just in Iraq. Over the past four 
years, he has made a series of serious mis- 
judgments here at home,” he added. 

Bush spent the two days following the de- 
bate claiming that Kerry would offer foreign 
powers a veto over US national security. 

Democrats, defending Kerry's warning that 
such military action should satisfy a "global 
test” of being comprehensible ro both Ameri- 
cons and foreigners, branded Bush's claim an 
outright ie. 


'Misunderestimated" 

t would be wise for Democrats, however, 
to remember that Bush had been "misunder- 
estimated" before—to use one of his most cel- 
ebrated gaffes. 

"The electoral math still seems stacked in fa- 
vor of Bush, who appears assured of at least 
210 of the 270 electoral votes needed to win. 
Kerry has about 186 electoral votes. 

Thirteen swing states with a total of 142 
electors are still up for grabs. Kerry, however, 
is struggling to hold onto states won by 
Democratic candidate Al Gore four years ago. 

“all along we believed that it’s going to bea 
very close election,” Bush adviser Karl Rove 
said. Republicans are hoping Bush will put in 
а more polished performance at the next de- 
bate after he was caught scowling in cutaway 
shots a the University of Miami on Thursday. 

Friday's debate is a town-hall style meet 
ing, which may play into Bush's ability to con 
nect with average Americans. Kerry has strug- 
gled with that format. 

But there must be some concern that Bush's 
tried and tested tactic of sticking relentlessly 
to his core message hascome unstuck. Re- 
ports from AFP and AP 


In Russia, Italy and Sweden, media web- 
sites declared Kerry the winner in the debate. 
But a commentator in the Swedish tabloid, 
Aftonbladet, said: "It wasn't a knockout victo- 
ry but Bush was groggy afterward." 

A commentator on Germany’s N24 news 
channel said: "Kerry seemed to show that he 
had the stuff to be president. He had more 
facts in his head, and he was able to explain 
his position in Iraq. He is back in the race.” 

“Мо knockout blow" was the verdict of 
BBC, which said Kerry struck “some serious 
blows against the president in his handling of 
‘the war in Iraq, but Bush didn't make any seri- 
ous gaffes that could have left a serious open- 
ing for the challenger” 

În Russia, one commentator said: “Frankly 
speaking, for a (sitting) president, Bush 
looked quite weak. He was defending himself. 
He wasn't attacking much ... At some points, 
һе had to justify himself” 

A viewer in Singapore was reported saying, 
“I don't think Bush did such a good job on the 
issues. He seemed to waver” 

Taking a more aggressive position and ap- 
parently following the advice of former US 
President Bill Clinton, Kerry went on the of- 
fensive, accusing Bush of leaving US alliances 
around the world “in shatter” and calling Iraq 
"this incredible mess." 


Scowling, frowning 
As Kerry relentlessly attacked bis rival's 
war record, Bush appeared defensive and the 
camera caught him scowling or frowning. 
Kerry appeared more decisive and argued 
with more focus and with short sentences, 
discarding his rambling style that has been 


criticized as better suited for seminars than 
for the slash-and-cut debates of a political 
campaign. 

Kerry appeared well-prepared and quick on 
his feet with arguments that turned the tables 
on Bush. 

Bush's style brought to mind a cowboy in a 
Western movie, quick on the draw. Bush came 
to the debate against the backdrop of the es- 
calating insurgency in Iraq and mounting 
American casualties. 

NBC News said: "We have, forthe first time 
in this campaign, engaged the debate in a real 
way. People know now there are serious, pro- 
found, real differences between George W. 
Bush and John E Kerry on Iraq.” 

Bush attacked Kerry as a politician without. 
core convictions, pointing out that his oppo- 
nent had repeatedly llip-opped and changed 
his position on Iraq. Bush said Kerry had vot- 
ed to authorize the war but now criticized it- 

Kerry replied, summing up Bush's strategy 
forlraqas“more of the same." 

"This president has made, I regret to say, а 
colossal error of judgment. And judgment is 
what we look for in the president of ће Unit- 
ed States of America," he said. 

Bush acknowledged that not every Ames 
can agreed with his decisions, but said "peo- 
ple know where I stand.” He suggested that 
people didn't know where Kerry stood. “Peo: 
ple out there listening know what I believe.” 

Bush slammed Kerry for saying it was the 
“wrong war at the wrong time in the wrong 
place,” adding: "What message does that send 
to our troops? Not a message a commander in. 
chief gives.” 

Repeating this line of attack, Bush said Ker- 


ту favored an $87-billion spending bill for 
Iraq and Afghanistan before he voted against 
it 

Kerry replied, “Well, you know, when 1 
talked about $87 billion 1 made a mistake in 
how I talked about the war. But the president 
made a mistake in invading Iraq. Which is 
worse?” 


Cheap shot 

In a cheap shot, Bush dragged France into 
the debate by accusing Kerry of withholding 
support for American troops and offering to 
turn over decisions about the nation's security. 
to other countries. "The use of troops to de- 
fend America must never be subject toa veto. 
from countries like France," he said. 

But Kerry described Bush as someone un- 
willing to acknowledge realities in Iraq that 
experienced another bloody day on Thursday 
and who had made a series of wrong deci- 
sions, from rushing to war to failing to devel- 
op a plan for peace to shattering relations 
with US allies 

Addressing the issue of an alleged charac- 
ter flaw that would disqualify him from serv- 
ing as commander in chief who might be 
sending mixed signals to the troops, Kerry 
said: “It's one thing to be certain, but you can 
be certain and be wrong." 

He said: "I have a difference with this presi 
dent, believe we're the strongest when we 
reach out and lead the world and build strong 
alliances. I have a plan for Iraq, I believe we 
сап be successful. Im not talking about leav- 
ing. Fm talking about winning. And we needa 
fresh start, a new credibility, a president who 
can bring allies to our side.” 
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Bishop ... 


Не said he would reveal the names of the. 
four national officials only to Aglipay. “The 
‘moment we are ready, we will submit the 
names to him,” Cruz told the Ingumen in a 
phone interview yesterday. 


Noli de Castro 

Cruz said he would also seek the support of 
Vice President Noli de Castro in fighting 
jueteng. 

‘The archbishop recalled that of all the pres- 
idential and vice presidential candidates from 
whom Krusada had sought a commitment in 
the fight against jueteng during the cam- 
paign, only De Castro and actor Fernando Poe 
Jc had signified their interest. 

Cruz said he had written De Castro to “fol- 
low ир” on his pledge of commitment, which 
the Vice President signed early this year. 

“We could invite him to join us in a press 
conference, where he can ventilate his deas 
and plans about jueteng,” Cruz said. 

Не, however, said he was not inclined to 
tell De Castro the names of the four national 
officials on the take from gambling lords. 

"Those who get big fat jueteng payola know 
who they аге. No need to tell them their own, 
names. And those whose hands are clean, no 
need either for them to be worried much less 
to be curiously defensive,” Cruz said ina state- 
ment released by his Dagupan office yesterday. 


Appalling 

Cruz said he was appalled that the govern- 
ment was spending so much on intelligence 
"work but did not know the people in the 
jueteng world. "Where has all its multibillion- 
peso intelligence fund gone?" he asked. 

Не said Krusada could not do ће govern- 
ments job because "it has no initial funds and 
то investigative arm. It is but a Hail Mary 
movement.” 

Tn Baguio City, Mt. Province Rep. Victor 
Dominguez said he could not believe that on- 
ly four officials, as Cruz had said, were in- 
volved in jueteng. 

Dominguez said he would fle а bill го le- 
galize jueteng to raise revenues for local gov- 
ernments, despite Malacafang's opposition to 
theproposal, With reports from Frank 
Cimatu, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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penses, the excessive salaries and 
perks of their directors and manage- 
ment (PNOC accounts for three of the 
five highest paid government offi- 
cials), and the multibillion-peso sub- 
sidies that they receive to sustain their 
operations. 

Ina preliminary report to the Presi- 
dent, Boncodin blamed the massive 
losses of the GOCCS and the GFIs оп 
low collection efficiency, heavy gov- 
ernment guarantee exposure, insuffi- 
cient corporate funds to cover their 
operations, maintenance of losing 
subsidiaries, and charters that re- 
strict the corporation's capacity to 
raise revenues. 

Boncodin said the DBM and the De- 
partment of Finance would first review 
the operations of these GOCCs and СЕ 
before making a final recommendation 
tothe President. 

Under the government's game 
plan, all subsidies to these GOCCs 
and GFis will be stopped and their 
management will be asked to come 
upwith strategies to make their oper- 
ations viable. 

The budget secretary said the gov- 
ement was not setting а deadline for 
reforms but officials wanted the 
changes to start "as soon às possible 
maybe doit this year” 


Special consideration 

Boncodin said special consideration 
would be granted to a few of the 
GOCCs, such as the National Food Au- 
thority (NEA), which "were set up by 
government to help specific marginal- 
ed constituencies” 

"The NEA is the biggest money losing 
GOCE (P7.6 billion in net loss in 2003) 
after National Power Corp. (Napocor) 
Napocor, which lost P113.2 bilion and 
owed creditors P13 trillion in 2003, 8 

ot on the ist, but it is up for privatiza- 
tion 

Defending the losses of NFA, offi- 
cerin-charge Gregorio Tan Jr had 
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Home financing agency 
chief vows turnaround 


THE HEAD of the National Home 
Mortgage and Finance Corp. yester- 
day vowed to turn around the losing 
government-owned and -controlled 
corporation. 

Celso de los Angeles, newly ap- 
pointed president of the NHMFC, 
said he was ready to provide afford- 
able housing terms to the public and 
to address the institution's financial 
problems. 

In а statement, De los Angeles 
said the P1.5 billion in losses the 
МНМЕС incurred last year repre- 
sented loan penalties that had 
been waived in accordance with 
Republic Act No. 8501, or the 
Housing Loan Condonation Act of 
1998. 

He said the home financing agen- 
су condoned as of Dec. 31, 2003 а 
total of P1.6 billion in loan penal- 
ties. If the amount was not waived, 
it would have contributed to the 


said the agency should not be expect- 
ей to post profits because its mandate 
was not to make money but to ensure 
food security. The NFA buys palay (un- 
milled rice) from farmers at a subsi- 
dized price and sells rice to consumers 
ata lower than market price. 


No mass layoffs 

Among the options that the GOCCs 
could undertake to avoid abolition are 
the following: privatize their assets; 
crease their fares; transfer their market- 
ing, promotions and regulatory func- 
tions to well-run GOCCs; merge with 


other GOCCs, or convert into a regular 
government agency. 


agency's income. 

De los Angeles said the P2.3 bi 
lion in losses of the NHMFC as re- 
ported in the media recently must 
have mistakenly included the P700 
million in direct subsidy received 
last year by the agency from the 
government to finance loans for 
acquisition of land tenure and 
housing by the informal settlers 
under its Community Mortgage 
Program. 

He said the P700 million ear- 
marked for lending to the home- 
less urban poor could still be recov- 
ered from loans granted at the con- 
cessionary rate of 6 percent per an- 
num. Of the amount, P615.6 mil- 
lion was released last year. 

De los Angeles said the NHMFC 
was negotiating with the Social Se- 
curity System, Home Development 
Mutual Fund and creditors and fun- 
ders of its Unified Home Lending 


Boncodin assured the employees of 
the GOCCs and GFIs that “there would 
be no mass layoffs resulting from the ra- 
tionalization program. 

"The welfare of these employees are. 
of major importance to us," said Bon- 
codin, who unveiled last week a 
P30-billion "silver parachute” program 
to entice government employees to go 
into early retirement. 

The plan to abolish the GOCCs comes 
оп the heels of the governments drive 
to cut the fat off the generous pay- 
checks of directors and top managers in 
public corporations. 

The initiative to trim subsidies and 
excesses of GOCCs is part of the 


Program (UHLP), which was imple- 
mented from 1988 to 1996, for the 
write-off of some P2 billion in penal- 
ties. 

De los Angeles said that while the 
NHMEC condoned the loan penal- 
ties of the housing loan borrowers of 
SSS and Pag-Ibig Fund under the 
UHL NHMFC creditors-funders did 
not correspondingly condone the 
penalties on the NHMEC loans. 

‘Moreover, he said all government 
home financing institutions, includ- 
ing NHMEC, were barred from pur- 
suing foreclosure proceedings un- 
дег Executive Order No. 281 until 
‘Aug. 9, 2004. 

This inability to foreclose delin- 
quent accounts and instill credit dis- 
Cipline among borrowers further 
eroded NHMFC's collection efficien- 
cy and ultimately its profitability, De. 
los Angeles said. Norman Bordado- 


cost-cutting measures the President 
outlined in ^ Roadmap to Fiscal Stabil- 
ity and Fighting Poverty" The measures 
are aimed at generating P100 billion in 
cost savings, 

Ms Arroyo has also asked Congress to 
pass eight tax measures, including one 
that increases the tax on “sin products,” 
such as cigarettes and alcohol, to raise 
80 billion. 

Economists at the University of the 
Philippines had warned that а likely 
rise in global interest rates would make 
it much costlier to repay the govern- 
ments overseas debt, raising the risk of 
default in rwo to three years time. With 
areport from AFP 
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Secretary Luis Lorenzo said on Saturday he 
was eager for an investigation. 

“1 welcome it to prove that [the accusa- 
tions] are false and meant to destroy my in- 
тешу” Lorenzo said. 

But he wasn't waiting for а probe to say 
that he had spent much more of his own mon- 
еу on the job than he was said to have слей. 
from agencies attached to the Department of 
Agriculture (DA). 

lorenzo told the Inumen exactly how 
much these voluntary expenditures amount- 
ed to, bur later asked that the amount be kept 
confidential, citing security reasons. Suffice it 
to say, he stressed, that it was a "significant 
part” of his person al savings. 

The former agriculture secretary was 
said to have charged P2.9 million in Lear 
jet trips and over P300,000 in cell phone 
bills. He insisted that he bad spent consid- 
erably more to cover his expenses in his 
past three years in government, first as 
presidential adviser tasked with generat- 
ing one million jobs and then as agriculture 
secretary. 

Richest 
Reputedly the richest man in the Arroyo 


Cabinet, Lorenzo has a declared personal 
net worth of more than Р500 million. His 
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P3l Ex-agri chief hits back ... 


family owns Macondray and the Lapanday 
Group of Companies—exporters and dis- 
tributors of food products, among other 
things. He is current chair of Land Bank of 
the Philippines. 

Peasant leader and party-list Rep. Rafael 
Mariano (Anakpawis) said ‘Thursday that 
Lorenzo charged his phone bills to the 
Quedan and Rural Credit Guarantee Corp., of 
Which the agriculture secretary was also 
chair. On the same day, Kilusang Magbubukid 
ng Pilipinas secretary general Danilo Ramos 
said Lorenzo had made Livecor, a DA liveli- 
hood agency, pay for chartered flights con- 
tracted with Subic International Charter, 

Mariano and Ramos had based their allega- 
tions on Commission on Audit reports. 


Denial 

Lorenzo, one of the officials at the forefront. 
of the administration's food security cam- 
paign, denied that he had intended to defraud 
the government when he incurred the phone. 
and jet travel expenses. 

"(The money] was spent with the genuine 
interest of helping the agriculture sector, es- 
pecially the farmers,” he said. 

"To prove this point, Lorenzo said that dur- 
ing his DA term, che agriculture sector posted. 
its highest growth rate in 15 years—an in- 
crease valued at P23 billion in the first half of 
2004, 

He insisted that he had paid P189,000 of 
the cell phone bills in question even before he. 
had heard from the COA, which disallowed 
the expenses. He also pointed out: "[My ac- 
cusers] make it appear that [the phone bills] 
were incurred in so short a time. They were 
incurred over 16 months." 


Field duty 

Because he was out in the field most of the 
time, he explained, he had to communicate 
‘with his staff and other people in the depart 
ment mainly through cell phone. “If you 
[computed] the average per month, [ihe 
phone bills wouldn't) even reach P30,000," 
Lorenzo said. 

As for his Lear jet trips around the country, 
he said he had chartered flights only to desti- 
nations not accessible by commercial aircraft. 

Bat more than the alleged misuse of public 
funds, Lorenzo seemed to mind the eriticism 
that his work had ай come to noth- 
îng— specifically, nothing for the farmers he 
as supposed to serve. 

“Twas on the job for less than 21 months,” 
ве lamented. «If you helped 112 million 
farmers and 20 million involved in rhe food 
алт there's stil be [others] who'd say 


they weren't helped at all.” 
Apparently, he was broken-hearted: 
wanted to do a lot more." 
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Corpus ends controversial AFP career 
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poration or as an official in the Nation- 
al Intelligence Coordinating Agency. 

“The former is too tame for me, 
while the latter is too hot,” the former 
chief ofthe Intelligence Service of the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(вар) laughed. 

Unmatched for its unexpected 
twists, Corpus career path swung from 
the military to the communist New 
People's Army to the ultra-right Rebo- 
lusyonaryong Alyansang Makabansa. 

[He] joined the left but never be- 
‘came a leftist, and joined the right but 
never became а rightist,” a retired of- 
ficer said of the man, 

Even while in the “middle,” Corpus, 
who graduated from the Philippine 
Military Academy in 1967, was never 
known as a “neutral” player. 

Аз Isafp chief, Corpus launched an 
exposé against the alleged criminal 
activities of Sen. Panfilo Lacson. The 
charges have remained unsubstanti- 
ated. 

‘Two years after graduating from 
the PMA, Corpus led a raid on the 
academy's armory, carting away 
‘weapons which he delivered to the 
NPA. Five years later, in 1974, a disil- 
lusioned Corpus called up а РМА 
classmate and surrendered. 


In 1978, a military tribunal sen- 
tenced Corpus to death by musketry 
for rebellion. Convicted with him 
were opposition leader Sen. Benigno 
Aquino and NPA chief Bernabe "Ku- 
mander Dante" Buscayno. 

In November 1986, Corpus blew 
the whistle on a military plot to oust 
President Corazon Aquino, who had 
released him from jail months earlier. 
Ms Aquino would later grant Corpus 
executive clemency, paving the way 
for his reinstatement in the military. 

А recipient of two Distinguished 
Service Stars, two Bronze Cross 
Medals and various awards, the old 
soldier has no regrets over the many 
roads his life has taken. 

"When I made those decisions, 1 be- 
lieved in my heart they were the right 
thing todo," he said, referring to his de- 
fection to the NPA, his move to abandon. 
the leftist revolution, his decision to help 
overthrow President Joseph Estrada 
and his denunciation of Lacson. 

“all my decisions, I thought, were the 
right path to take at the time," he said. 

"When I joined them (NPA rebels), 1 
was sincere, only to find out later that 
this decision led me to the lion's den," 
Corpus said. 

“1 became disillusioned because of 
the Plaza Miranda bombing. 1 was 


there when Joma (Communist Party 
of the Philippines leader Jose Ma. Si- 
son) was planning the Plaza Miranda 
bombing. It is a well-known fact of 
party history. Joma cannot hide the 
truth from history" 

Sison had denied the allegation. 

Corpus also said the communist 
ideology ran counter to his religious. 
beliefs. There were other “injustices 
in the system” which he declined to 
talk about. 

‘Corpus is not optimistic about the 
prospects of peace with the commu- 
nist rebels. 

"They will never deviate from the 
armed struggle which they consider 
as the primary form of struggle. The 
parliamentary is only secondary in 
support of armed struggle,” he said. 

Corpus has recommended the ces- 
sation of peace talks with the rebels. 

“We must defeat them on the barde- 
feld; he said. "They are jus fooling the 

‘with the negotiations. 1 
don't thinkit will amount to anything” 

Corpus said the Oakwood muti- 
neers should not be given "kid gloves" 
treatment. 

"They should suffer the conse- 
quences of their action or this (mili 
tary adventurism) will just be repeat- 
ed again and again." 


Rosales warns gov't vs granting amnesty 
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take up arms again. 

"No more. We have had so many 
coup attempts,” Manila Archbishop 
Gaudencio Rosales said. "... But if they 
are forgiven, it should be accompanied 
bya promise that it will not be repeated 
because coup attempts have been the 
biggest impediment to our progress." 

‘Analysts have said the govern- 
тепе failure to sternly punish mili- 
tary men behind the coup attempts 
from 1986 to 1989 had emboldened 
some 300 junior officers and enlisted 
men to seize the Oakwood hotel in a 
failed mutiny last year. 

Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz 
last week raised the possibility of 
amnesty for the mutineers but Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez quickly 
squelched any such plan, saying the 


we? 


soldiers were already facing charges 
їп court and were beyond any presi- 
dential act of pardon at this time. 

“ifthe coups had stopped after the 
first attempt, we would have been 
very progressive now," Rosales: 
an interview the other day after cele- 
brating Mass at the Edsa Shrine. 

“Now, I ask, should we forgive 
again? Let us not forgive without an 
assurance that it will not be repeated. 
Clear?" the prelate said. 

But the final decision was up to the 
government, he added. 

Held in various detention centers, 
the mutineers fight boredom by read- 
ing newspapers and books, making 
hammocks and handcrafted bags, 
painting Tshirts and watching TV pro- 
grams— fom news to sitcoms and real 
ity shows, such as “Extra Challenge” 


and the fantasy telenovela “Mulawin.” 

The reading tastes ofthe so-called 
"Air Force 12" detainees range from 
“Wisdom of the Generals,” “48 Laws 
of Power,” "Da Vinci Code" and "Sell- 
ing Hitler" to “Gideon's Spies: Secret 
History of the Mossad,” "The Art of 
War" and "The Purpose Driven Life." 

And, ofcourse, the Harry Porter series 
and Tolkien's “Lord of the Rings” бору. 

Some have cut out enrollment 
forms in magazine advertisements of. 
fering distance-learning education 
Six have enrolled in business man- 
‘agement and speech proficiency. 

Lie anyone looking for the light at the 
end of de tunnel, ай are optimistic they 
will one day again serve the Armed 
Forces. 

“But we are stil lost somewhere in the 
middle of the tunnel" an officer said. 
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oms of rob-slay suspects arrested 


The boy who was close to 
tears, told the Ingumen yesterday 
that the mother of Capones, Nita, 
39; and that of Cecilio, Lourdes, 
52, talked to him ‘Saturday 
evening and told bim ro lie for the 
suspects. 

"The boy, a neighbor of the two 
women in Barangay Sto. Niño, 
Pasay City, said both women told 
him to tell the police that it was 
Lizardo who stabbed Villanueva. 
during a bus robbery on the mid- 
night of Sept. 23. 

The false testimony was ap- 
parently aimed at getting 


‘By Nancy C. Carvajal 


AT IS now a family affair. 

police arrested yesterday the 
“mothers of two key suspects in 
he killing of Today assistant bus 
mess éditor Jose Luis Villanueva 
Tor forcing a 13-year-old boy to 
ive false statements in favor of 
their sons. 

i The three suspects in the 
шїп of Villanueva: Rommel 
Tapones, Henry Lizardo and Ger- 
у Cecilio, are now detained at 
‘the Pasay City jail. No bail has 
een recommended for the three. 
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Capones off the hook. 

Eailier, three witnesses point- 
ей to Capones as the one who 
stabbed Villanuev 

Also, Lizardo, in a video con- 
fession, related that Capones 
stabbed the victim in the neck af- 
ter the latter refused to hand over 


‘The boy said the mothers of 
Саропез and Cecilio even offered 
him money When he refused, 
they started threatening him. 

"Tinakot po nila ako na hindi 
na ako makakalabas ng bahay pag 
hindi ako tumestigo (They told 


methatIwouldnolongerbeable- — The 
to go out of the house if 1 didn't 
testify)" the boy said. 

Officer on case Senior Insp. 
Joey Goforth said that at about 8 
p.m. Saturday, the boy, with the 
mothers of the suspects, arrived 
at the Pasay police station. 

He was told by the mothers 
that the boy would be testifying 
that their sons were innocent. 

However, when Goforth talked 
tothe boy, the child admitted that 
һе was only threatened by the 
mothers of Capones and Cecilio 
to give a false testimony. 


against the two women. 


at the Pasay police station, 


tried to gang up on them. 


MMDA goes 
after jeeps 
plying Edsa 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


By Edson С. Tandoc Jr 


THEY сай it “church for the poor" And 
it will cost P150 million. 

Others may frown at the irony but 
people supporting the construction of 
the Santuario de San Vicente de Paul 
Shrine and Columbarium could not be 
happier. 

"Work on the project began on May 9, 
2003, with a budget of P500,000. 

A year and five months later, more 
than PSO million have poured in and 
the money just Keeps coming, project 
director Fr. Atilano Fajardo told the Iv- 
ounen yesterday. 

The multi-million project is aimed at 
"teaching our people to look at things in 
another way; Fajardo said. 


JEEPNEYS are not allowed to ply 
Edsa, the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority (MMDA) 
reminded drivers yesterday. 

"leepneys are not authorized 
to use Edsa because they do not 
have the franchise to do so,” MM. 
DA Chair Bayani Fernando said in. 
a phone interview. 

Fernando said jeepneys should. 
use side streets, adding that only 
jeepneys crossing Edsa would be 
given leeway. 

Drivers caught violating the 
policy will be fined P6,000 for 
plying outof-line.. Some groups criticize the projects 

"At the same time, Fernando huge cost, but he chose to look at the 
told bus drivers to always bring essence of the shrine, that is of giving 
the original certificates of public people the hope they need. 
conveyance of the buses. He said the project symbolized the 

“Bus units without CPCs will be “power of believing in teamwork." 
considered illegally operating and Also, Fajardo said the shrine would 
will be impounded,” he said. serve as the “venue for the rich to reach 


Piglet came to be blessed 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


IN THE arms of her handler, "Babe" pa- 
raded down the aisle of the ivory-white 
church, behaved as she prepared to re 
ceive heaven's blessing. 

The month-old piglet, demure with a 
pink and red ribbon tied around her 
belly, quietly awaited her turn to be 
blessed for the first time in the annual 
pet blessing at the Our Lady of Reme- 
dies Parish in Malate, Manila. 

Babe was a standout. The only pig at 
the blessing, she caught the attention of 


official said he then 
fetched the boy's mother, who lat- 
er angrily decided to file charges. 


Charges of violation of the 
Child Abuse and Exploitation Act 
were then immediately readied 
against the mothers of Capones 
and Cecilio, who were detained 

As the charges were being pre- 
pared and as the Ingumer was 
talking to the boy and his morher, 
relatives of Capones and Cecilio 


In the presence of the Ingumtn, 


P150-M 'shrine for poor' 
rising in Quezon City 


the unidentified relatives, speak: 
ing in stern voices, told the boy 
and his mother to drop their 
plans of filing charges. 

As they spoke, the boy trem- 
bled in apparent fear 

They pursued the filing of 
charges before the Pasay City 
Prosecutor's Office but the duty 
prosecutor for yesterday was а 
‘no-show from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

‘The no-show of the prosecu- 
tor raised suspicion that a rank- 
ing Pasay City official was try. 
ing to aid the alleged killers of 
Villanueva. 


‘out to the poor.” 

‘The three-story sanctuary is within 
the sixhectare seminary grounds of the 
Vincentian fathers in Tandang Sora, 
Quezon City 

The amphitheatershaped shrine is 
on the upper ground floor. The center- 
piece and the wolls would be glass 
sculptures by famous artists. 

Below the shrine isthe columbarium, 
where a fountain with surrounding 
pockets of gardens will be built. 

Each garden will have bowls of water 
where candles could be floated. 

Cremated remains are accepted for 
safekeeping at the columbarium. There 
are 9,000 available niches, with prices 
ranging from P50,000 to P75,000. 

The third floor will house the offices. 
Around the main structure will rise 
cilities for value formation and housing 
assistance that will eater to poor mem- 

bers ofthe parish. 

This way, the sanctuary would be- 
come the bridge between the rich and 
the poor, said Fajardo, who was hopeful 
the shrine would be finished next year. 


Charges 
catch up 
with lawyer 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


A LAWYER now faces criminal 
charges for the death of his wife 
almost two years ago, after the 
justice department found evi- 
dence to indict him. 

John Fabico, corporate counsel 
for the Energy Development Cor- 


King, Capuchino, Tan & Associates 
UF Belman Bldg. Quezon Ave. Comer Cordillera St., Quezon City, MM 
“Fels. 711-4316/7122976/7430017/7 123971 


kids and grownups who gathered for 
the event to either have their own pets 
blessed, or witness the yearly affair. 

‘At past 1 p.m. yesterday, Babe, 


ment at the altar for a shower of holy 
water from Fr. John Leydon, Malate 
Church parish priest 

Like the sluggish pig from Manila 
Zoo's Kinder Zoo, around 80 pets from 
all over Metro Manila turned up at the 
church to be blessed, a celebration of 
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, who 
loved animals 


poration of the Philippine Nation- 
al Oil Company, has been charged 
with parricide forthe death of his 
wife in 2002, 

‘Through a resolution by state 
prosecutor Edwin Dayog, the De- 
partment of Justice found proba- 
ble cause to bring Fabico to court 
for allegedly shooting his wife 
around 1:30 pam, on Dec. 23, 
2002, in their house on P Salita 
Street, in Obrero, Tondo, Manila. 

That day, Edith Fabico was 
found dead inside the bathroom 
ofthe couple's bedroom. 


BABE after the blessing 


"It has become a wonderful tradition 
yearly and it has caught on,” said Bon- 
jin Bolinao, a member of Old Manila 
Classics, an organization of Malate and 
Ermita residents who wanted to renew 
thedistricrs community spiri. 

Started in 1997, the pet blessing was 
supposed to be the opener of a yearlong 
series of community-oriented events at 
the church. But after initial successes, 
the group was forced to lay low for lack 
of funds. 


‘Treat itchy, smelly athlete's foot with Clotrimazole 
Caneste Cream, And to prevent fungi from coming 
back, use Canesten Foot Powder everyday. It’s a 
combination of Clotrimazole, an anti-fungal agent, 
and a pharmaceutical powder formulation clinically 
proven to effectively absorb 
moisture. So feet stay dry and 
protected from re-infection. 0 
From the anti-fungal brand 


most prescribed by doctors. 
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Expressway 
mishap kills 2 TUEA EQUIPMENT 


By Ruth L. Navarrra and a trailer tractor head. Loosing control, Alo's vehi- 


TWO DIED and six were in that at 2:26 a.m., Cristopher lane of the highway and col- 
jured in a multiple vehicular 
collision along the South Lu- trailer bed truck, with plate bound dump truck, injuring 


agers 
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PO2 Cecilio Tomas said de veered to the oppose | (тишнвюду кизэАз а SATURDAY) SSPALOADERS 


wi iving bis on . | Sale starts at 8:30 AM SHARP! 
Repe, 40, was driving his lided head on with a north- starte at 8:3 SHARPI 


fon Expressway (SLEX) in number UKF 598, on the the driver and his мо pas- | СӘГ GANY 
Susanna Heights, Muntinlur soutboundlaneofeSLEX sengers, BAY 


pa City, yesterday morning. when hemadeasuddenstop. Аз passengers Jayson | TyspecTiON par (1G TRENEN 7004 


Driver Romi Cris Torqua- and Davelyn Riofiorido are in 
tor, 22, and his passenger LE 
Gerald Abarintos, 27, from This forced the Mitsubishi Hospital 
Calendola Village, San Pedro, of Torquator to hit his truck АШ drivers except Repe 
Laguna, were declared dead fiom behind. were injured. 
оп arrival at Ospital ng Melchor Alo, 34, who was Alo will be charged with 
Maynila. 

“Their Mitsubishi Gallant, the rallerhead failed tostop, dence resulting in homicide 
with plate number PMS bitting the Mitsubishi Galant, and six counts of multiple 
981, was sandwiched be- which was crushed between physical injuries and damage 
tween a trailer bed truck the two road giants. to property. 


Senator says tougher laws 
needed vs cell phone theft 


SEN. MANNY Villar, chair of counts for over one-third of ment Identity (IMEI) and be. 
the Senate committee on the reported 2,621 robbery more vigilant in apprehend- 
order and illegal cases nationwide during the ing the people or establish- 
drugs, said the rising number first half ofthe year. ments who sell stolen units in 
ofcellularphone theftscalled In a press statement, Villar the guise of second-hand cell 
for stricter controls in the re- said these figures grow at an phones.” 
sale of mobile units. alarming rate every day, con- The IMEI marking, putinto 
“Wehave to stop looking at sidering that there are nearly place by the National 
cell phone crimes as simple 30 million cell phone sub- Telecommunications Com- 
tases of theft and robbery" scribers in the country recog- mission, did not deter cell 
said Villar, who noted that nized as the “texting capital phone thieves since electron- 
cell phone theft has emerged ofthe world.” ic technicians merely un- 
as one of the most serious Villar also said thatthe ma- blocked a blocked cell phone. 
crimes these days. jority of cell phone thieves unit. These “unblocked” 
Recalling the tragic death were drug users who sell or stolen units are then sold as 
of Today assistant business pawnthestolen cell phonesto “used” or “reconditioned” 
editor Jose Villanueva, the sustain their drugaddiction. cell phones. 
Senator said, "People were He added, "Аз the number He said the citizens should 
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from behind critical condition at the Asian 


cruising behind Torquator in two counts of reckless impru- 
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people have died protecting growsand thesituation wors- cellphone theft but also from 
them.” 


ens, we should criminalize substandard cell phones be- 


‘Based on police records, the altering or tampering of ing sold nationwide, most of m : 
cell phone theft already ас. International Mobile Equip- which are stolen units. 
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Hi-Vélocity Broadband Internet 


A DRIVING Jimmy Alapag; fouled by Olsen 
Racela in thelr game last night, accustoetaciuz 


Telan 


powers 
TNT to 
victory 


By June Navarro 


MARK Telan usually plays second fid- 
Фе to Asi Taulava. Last night, it was 
his time to shine. 

Telan banged in 18 points in the final half, 
giving Talk N Text a huge lift in a 93-89 victory. 
ver San Miguel Beer at the start of the РВА 
Gran Matador Philippine Cup before a sellout 
crowd at the Araneta Coliseum. 

“Tewas Marks game. I have to credit him for 
giving us a big lift tonight. I hope he keeps or 
playing that way" said Talk 'N Text coach Joel 
Banal, after the Phone Pals had rallied back 
from 49-57 in the third period. 

————— — Asi Taulava deliv- 
| GAMES WEDNESDAY | ered the marginal 

(Araneta Conseu) | freethrows 

430pm—CocaGoa | stretch but it 

vs Shell Telan who paved th 
720pin—Ginebra | way for the беу 

wsPuratoods | windup by the Phone 
0—————— рв. 
Telan opened the final period with a three- 
pointer and clustered seven points in a crucial 
тип that had the Phone Pals turning the tables 
on the Beermen. 

n finished with 20 points. 

Brian Gahol had a field day in the paint Бу 
scoring 17 points, along with Dondon Hon- 
veros, while Dorian Peña chipped in 14 points 
‘and grabbed 21 rebounds, 

Olsen Racela earned the distinction of shoot- 
ing the first basket of the season, a three-point 
er from left flank that touched off the Beer- 
‘men's scoring rampage in the first quarter. 

Taulava and Willie Miller finally hit their 
strides and Jimmy Alapag’s back-to-back triples 
broke the momentum of the Beermen. 

"Telan and Bong Ravena continued the on- 
slaught in the perimeter, pushing the Phone 
Pals ahead, 32-19, before Gahol singlehandedly 
brought the Beermen back into the fight. 


point playsand a trey 
midway in the second quarter that overhauled 


TELAN/A26 


Mark sews up 
Ukraine title 


Standings: 100—М M. Paragua (RPJ; 75M D. 
‘lun (Russin), МА Оби (Passo 65M. 
азайуу (Tukmenson; 60—M 0. Loskutov 
(Russi, IM 1. эліт (Ukrainaj; GM V. Siento 
Fuss, GMA Nido Russ 

7M A. Zubov (Ukraine); S5—GM A Moro (Puss 
0—M D. Tti (Ura, Zecteno (Ura) 


FILIPINO Grandmaster-eleet Mark Paragua 
stunned former Soviet Union champion GM 
Gennadi Kuzmin in the 12th and penulti 
‘mate round Saturday to clinch the third leg. 
of the Alushta Toumament trilogy in 
Crimea, Ukraine. 


maraz 


MONDAY, OCTOBER A 2004 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER Аз 


E-mail pr_sports@inqurercom ph 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


Buenavista 
= i reigns /A31 


HARDWARE WORKSHOPS, MAN 
ACE HARDWARES РУ AUTO SUPPLIES 


Cray 
PLAY unleashes 


Immerse yourself in Khan, for FREE until Nov. 30, 2004. 
Only at www.pidtplay.com 


Prepare yourself for a battle experience like no other. Where clan tactics could spell the difference be! 
death. Where you can go up against thousands of other gamers in a war against the fiercest warrior to 091 am this 


PLDT ӘСІ - 


Hi-Veiocity Broadband internet. 


Everyone deserves a treat; 3i 


ilipina booters 
trip Singapore 


STRIKER Edna Agravante cut loose to 
Score the clincher in the second half as the 
Philippines nipped Singapore, 2-1, Sarar- 
day to get back on track in the Asean Foot- 
ball Federation (AFF) Women's Champi- 
onshipin Ho Chi Minh Ci Vietnam. 

The 23-year-old Agravante came to the 
rescue after Singapore had tied the match, 
1-1, atthe half. 

‘The victory leveled the RP women's 
record at 1-1 following their 1-0 defeat to 
Indonesia Friday. 

Clarisse Lazaro, the youngest member of 
the team at 18, put the RP women ahead in 
the eighth minute, 

The Filipinas were still playing the Viet- 
namese at presstime. 

To qualify for the semifinals, the Filip- 
inas must beat Viemamand hope thatthe «g 
Indonesians lose or draw with Singa- 
pore. 

In Group matches Friday Viemam 
battled Southeast Asian Games gold 
medalist Thailand to a scoreless 0-0 draw 


and Myanmar routed Maldives, 17-0. 


BOY'S GLORY YEAR: Arazas (second from 
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» Telan powers... 


Frompage А25 


the Phone Pal advantage and moved 


the Beermen ahead, 35-33. 


t Yancy de Ocampo scored on a 
pair of putbacks, allowing the Phone 
Pals to take a 37-35 edge going into 


the final half. 


"The colorful opening ries lasted two 
hours with Asia's songbird, Regine Ve- 
lasquez, easily stealing the show. 

Rock star Bamboo also performed 3 
while the crowd was treated о a glitter- $ 
ing array of muses led by actress-model B 
Cindy Kurleto of San Miguel Beer, Mau- S 
reen Larazzabal of Barangay Ginebra di 


and Coca-Cola's Angel Locsin. 


"On the 30% year of the PBA, we are 
dedicated to pursuing a dream that will 
ensure thestint of the RP basketball tam 
to the Olympics; said PBA chair Buddy 
Encamado during the opening ceremo- 


ny 


The tournament will serve as the try- 
outs for the creation of a national pool 


„ kneeling) with the other members of the Meralco Reddy Кожас team that 


‘won the 1971 Manila Industrial and Commercial Athletic Association (Micaa) championship. Kneeling (rom left), Lye Ross, 
 Arazas, Roberto Salonga, Francis Arnaiz, Lawrence Mumar, Jumbo Salvador. Back row (same order), Robert Jaworski, 
Ramon Lucindo, immy Mariano, Bob Presley, Alberto "Big Boy” Reynoso, Alfonso Marquez, Fort Acuña, Orly Bauzon. 


Caging icon Boy Arazas dies at 66 


BASKETBALL internationalist Engra- 
cio "Boy" Arazas, noted for both his 
great shills and toughness, died on 
Saturday. He was 66. 

A mainstay of the Ysmael Steel Ad- and 
mirals at the height of their fabled ri- 
valry with the Yco Painters, Arazas 
was a member of the Philippine team 
which last won the Asian Games gold 


Ap awaj 2 


medal in 1962. 
He was also in the national teams 
tothe 1964 Tokyo Olympics that com- 
peted in the Yokohama eliminations 
the 1962 World Basketball 
Championships in Manila. 
‘Arazas, who later also played for 
Meralco, is survived by wife Tessie 
and children Jayjay and Pingoy. 


He had been wheelehair-bound 
following a stroke; later suffered 
from pneumonia, and confined at the 
Sacred Heart Hospital in Malolos, Bu- 
lacan, where he succumbed, 

His remains lie in state at the Ar- 
lingron Funeral Homes on Raymundo 
Street, Pasig City. 

Interment will be announced later 
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2008 Olympics. 
The scores: 


‘TALK "N TEXT 93—Telan 20, DE Ocampo 16, 


COMMISSIONER Noli Eala makes the toss for the jump of between SMBs Dorian Peña 
(ей) and TNT's Asi Taulava. Behind Eala, at left, В guest performer Regine Velasquez, 

that will take part not only in the Asian 
Games but inthe ABC, whose 2007 edi- 
tion will be the qualifying event for the 


Miler 15, Taulava 15, Alapag 15, Ravena 6, Camaso 
& нап, Beano 0. 

SAN MIGUEL 68—Hontveros 17, Gahol 17, 
acela 15, lefonso 14, Para 14, Belasco 9, Mente 
A Casto 0, Singson 0. 

uaters 24-18, 37-3554-84, 99-09. 


LAST Thursday's monumental UAAP men's 
basketball championship game ought to 
have a special tag. 

‘You know, something like the Thrilla in 
Mania. 

Tired punsters had tagged ita cash ofthe ti- 
tans. 

Ви it was not only bigness, not mere size 
which ultimately defined the event. 

rose so huge, it gripped and sent ай of us 
basketball fanatics imp with excitement. 

k wasa pulsating theater 

K wasa first-class thrill. 

Soit may also be apt to call the La Salle FEU 
Zame on Thursday а dictators dream. 

You wonder why? 

Алу ruler or nation president, like Madame 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, who faces tough, 
temible times, like what we all have here, 
would have offered thar great, unforgettable 
theater asa national balm. 

I was a show that momentarily lifted and 
refreshed. 

In fact, with all the hard times, the assorted 
aches poor citizens suffer here, the ШААР 
men's basketball championship clearly served 
as instant anti-depressant. 

For proof, the game continued to be the top- 
ic ofthe town the moming after 

It was major stuff in both tabloids and 
broadsheets. 

Over the weekend, it was still being talked 
about practically in ай sporting comers here- 
abouts. 

Of course, the effects, somewhat hallucina- 
tory would not last 

Soon enough, everybody has to again brace 
up for lawlessness, crippling sreet mess. 

Everybody again has to face up to endless 
crimes, soaring prices of practically everything, 
topped by nepotism, corruption and limp, put 
on effors to stall galloping graft. 

But it would not be easy to forget how the 
men's varsity championship game surpassed 
original billing. 

Maybe it was’ pure coincidence that the 
UAAP cage crown was contested on the eve of 
the anniversary ofthe Thrilla in Manila. 

But as the ttle game was also held at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum, where Muhammad Ali and 
doe Frazier foughtin an ай-йте classic 29 years 
‘ago last Friday it was enough to send a few 
scribes running berserk with their adjectives. 

No, there was no keenness to a dash of 
heavenly bodies as when Ali, on the verge of 
falling, crushed Frazier for a TKO in the 14th 

The national thrill that followed La Salles. 
reclaim of the ШААР crown may not be as 
sweeping as Manny Pacquiao's demolition of 
ound for-pound boxing great Marco Antonio 
Barrera last November. 

But, at least, the La Salle championship win 
will have to be enshrined among the most 


La Salle-FEU clash an anti-depressant 


Bare EYE 
= 


Recah Trinidad 4 


memorable main events in RP caging. 

Winning coach Franz Pumaren is sure to 
toom luminous with his latest achievement. 

But, although its said nobody remembers a 
second-place, gallant FEU, the way it helped 
Showcase La Salle might, should also be part of 
UAAP lore. 

Yes, there were wild rumors FEU, heavily fa- 
vored, took a dive in Game 1. 

But so grand was the La Salle championship 
there continued to be a debate on what ulti- 
mately decided the rubber match. 

Was it the lead-giving triple by JV Casio in 
the dying seconds? 

Or Maybe Dennis Miranda's sorry misson а 
layup, after he tried to bank when he was Шу 
primed at mid-air for a finger roll? 

Then what if Mac Cardona did not go up, up. 
high to haul the crucial last rebound, before 
sinking the subsequent free shots? 

Now here: pitifully lost in the euphoria was 
the mighty putback by a lanky, unassuming 
rookie with the last name of Maierhoffer. 

"The bonus goal had had a steadying effect 
on La Salle, rendered unshakeable by solid, 
gamelong defense, when the Archers were 
truly under siege. 

That'sabout ай. Thanks and congrats. 

Inthe final analysis though, the overall tex- 
ture of the championship game failed to lend 
promise of better international results for the 
Country 

Despite the till the deafening hysteria, 
the best we could say is that tle game was 
“great inferior basketball.” 

This sorry fact is not meant to be a depres- 
sant 

(SINGAPORE MAIL: From Herminia Pa- 
matmat of PPG Industries in Singapore, who 
said she lost all her avel documents after her | 
handbag was snatched last month by two men 
оп a motorbike during a stop-over in Penang, 
Malaysia: "I didn't know how I could go backto 
my office in Singapore the next day. | thought 
of phoning a friend in RB a constituent of Con- 
gressman Mikey Arroyo. was directed togo to 
Kuala Lumpur to rehabilitate my travel docu- 
ments. Idi. I arrived in Singapore litle later, 
but very happy to realize that there are kind 
countrymen ready to sympathize. 1 wish to 
thank the KL embassy ofials Second Secre- 
tary and Consul Angelo Amonoy and Consular 
‘Secretary Shirley Vergara. And of course, Con- 
gressman Arroyo, whom Ihave not met”) 


Tanguilig shines; RP still 4th 


THE RRPAGCOR Casino Filipino Trade Team 
kept the pressure on thisd-nunning Hong Kong in 
the overall team standings after Rhyan Tanguilig 
placed fourth in the accident-marred fifth stage 
ofthe Dji Sam Soe Tour of indonesia cycling das- 
sc from Yogyakarıa to Madium Saturday. 

“The 2004 Tour Pilipinas champion was in the 
14-тап fist group that clocked four hours and 
19 minutes аг the end of the flat 174.5-kilometer 
lap won by 1997 Marlboro Tour champion Wong, 
Kam-po of Hong Kong. 


Lloyd Reynante finished 18th in 4:00.49, but 
Albert Primero became the first Filipino casualty 
as he sustained injuries after a spill at the 140- 
‘km mark and was forced to drop out of the race. 
‘Thanks to Tanguilig and Reynante, the Fil- 
ipinos remained fourth overall after fve laps of 
the 1,052-km bikefest with a cumulative time of 
62:35.52. They were a minute behind Hong 
Kong (62:34.53) with four laps to go. Green- 
fields Fresh Milk (62:15.33) and Poligon Sweet 
Nice (62:28.19) Кер the 1-2 spots, respectively 


Mark sews up Ukraine title „» 


"The 20-year-old Filipinos win with the black 
pieces agains the veteran Kuzmin, one of de 
strongest players of his generation, pushed his to- 
tal to an unreachable 10 points. Paragua stood 
255 points dear of his closest rivals, Russian IMs 
Dmitry Andreikin and Alesander Obukhov. 


Равза second victory in Ukraine in less 
than a month underlines his superb form before 
his stint in the 36th World Chess Olympiad slated 
‘on Oct 14-31 in Majorca, Spain. 
“Iplayedtowininorderto geta shotat the 2600 
rating," he said. Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


Finex President’s Cup tees off tomorrow 


THE FIRST Finex Presidents Cup golf tournament 

wil be held tomorrow at the Wack Wack Golf and 

Country Club, Teeoffis from 82m. 10 9am. 
‘Globe Platinum and Pilipinas Shell are event 


presenoss while hole sponsors are McDonald's, 
Club Manila Eas, 2100 Customs Brokers Ine, 
Freight Phils, Ine, and Cargo Haus. The tourney 
serves asthe seventh leg of the Fines Golf our. 
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.. SPORTS nu 
In don tr eats fans Briones, Torres defend Autocross crowns 


to Asian F3 victory 


BOGOR, Indonesia—Say- "== is rend 
ing ће didn’t want to look == Asian fanda 3 Grand Vi 


stupid before his country- Grand Final М 
men, Indonesian Ananda Siu БЕ y= Tak оз otobe 


Mikola sped off to an 
overwhelming victory in 
Race 7 of the Pertamina 
Fastron Asian Formula 3 
Grand Prix Sunday at the 


Sentul International Cir- я Eicon ~ 
cuit heres DADO Peña (center) celebrates his victory in the Promotions. 


Class with compatriot Don Pastor (left) racing for Fujitsu Ten 
‘The Indon, who got off to a А ү 

аш ы de ы of ie Toyota Team Tom's, and third placer Kenko Miura f Japan. 

grid, set a fastest lap time of seconds, tuming what was time, a position he maintained 

1:26.134 in lap 3 aboard the supposed to be a threecor. for the next 11 laps. 

car lent to him by last years nered battle with Australian O'Hara, racing for Shell Ki- 

champion, Pepon Marave of Christian Jones and Irish John 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2004 


MIKKO BRIONES and Mel Torres put 
their Novice, Experienced and Pro titles 
гоп the line in the second Castrol Au- 
tocross Invitational slated Oct. 9 at the 
‘Open Parking Lot D of the SM City 
North Edsa. 


Metro Manila wili provide the challenge 
їп the event backed by Castrol Philip- 
pines, SM Supermalls, SM City North Ed- 
за, The French Baker, Auto Extreme, Air 
Philippines, Top 40 Shirts and Ford Que- 
zon Avenue. 

їп all, 19 clases wil be contested in 
the Autocross. 


Joey Sumead, Ricky Suguitan, Arpee 
Manhit, Noel Rivera, Dannie Daquigan, 
Danilyn Ramirez, Jack de Leon, Gerry 
Reyes and Dr. Peewee Mendiola are 
among the top drivers in the class cham- 
pionships 

Driver registration begins at 8 am. 
with the race proper starting at 102. 


Drivers from Nueva Ecija, Cavite, La- 
guna, Batangas, Bulacan, Pampanga and 


the Philippines. 

Sharing the limelight was 
Filipino Dado Peña of Christian 
Jones Motorsport who finished 
Firstin the promotions class for 
cars with chassis built in 1998 
or older. 

A day after taking pole in 
the 12-ap race, Mikola, the 24- 
year-old veteran of the tough 
European racing circuit, hardly 
found any opposition before a 
big crowd that had come to see 
their racing hero dominate an 
international field that includ- 
ed six Filipino drivers. 

Mikola negotiated the 4.2- 
Jom track in 17 minutes 21.415 


O'Hara into. big rout. 

“if I lose, the people won't 
understand that it was because 
of engine trouble or the like. 
They think I'm stupid,” seid 
Mikola, riding for Pertamina 
Fastron Kinetic F3. 

He eamed 20 points and 
will start on pole position in 
Race 8 later in the day. 

O'Hara, who started third 
on the grid, jockeyed for posi- 
tion with Jones and Marave 
just after the green light and 
managed to secure second as 
the field sped down the 1.1-km 
straightaway in font of the 
two grandstands for the first 


Races. 


practice, Pefia 


Marave, — who 


him by Jojo Silverio. 
Promotions dass 


contention in the fifth lap. 


netic F3, salvaged 15 points 
and shot past Jones in the 
overall standings going into 


After battling through а 
blown engine and oil leak in 
clocked 
18:11.277, good for sixth place 
‘overall, behind fifth placer En- 
20 Pastor of Fujitsu Ten Toyota 
Team Toms, who timed 
18:07939, and fourth placer 

clocked 
1746238 using a car lent to 


leader 
"Tyson Sy of Castrol Team God- 
dard-Minardi Asia spun out of 


By Musong R. Castillo 


CALATAGAN, Batangas—IG Gutierrez and 
Geleen Handog turned in scrambling rounds 
yesterday but still went on to win their respec- 
tive divisions in the 2004 Samsung Junior 
Golf Season's Calatagan leg. 

Gutierrez fired а sicover 78 and wound up. 
with a 154 total, 10-over at the tough champi- 
onship layout that played longer because of 
overnight rains. 

‘That output was enough to hold off 
Matthew Manotoc, who engaged Gutierrez in 
an interesting duel, Manotoc matched that 78 
and lost the boys Class A ite by one shot. 

The 16yearold Handog fired a 79 and 
won the girls Class A by 26 shots as closest 
pursuer Bambee dela Paz fumbled with a 97. 

Handog won a slot to the prestigious Asian 


Gutierrez wins by 1; 
Handog scores rout 


Junior Masters in Thailand in December 
Debbie de Vila won girls class B with an 82 
(167), 20 strokes ahead of Frances Bawal, 
even as AR Ramos rallied with a 78 to beat 
Mark Anthony Arevalo, Ramos had 161, seven 
ahead of Arevalo, who struggled with an 86. 

The Junior Golf Foundation of the Philip- 
pines will be sending teams to three imema- 
tional tournaments, including the Temecula 
Singapore Junior Open next month and the 
Malaysia championships in January. 

‘The champions in the Calatagan leg will all 
see action this weekend at Sherwood Hilis 
Golf and Country Club to determine who will 
be sent to the three toumaments. 

Paulina Sotto won girls Class C with her 78 
(159), while Abigail Arevalo ran away with 
the Class E plum after a 44 (84). Miguel 
Arevalo won boys Class Cafter a 90 for 184. 


` 
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POWER FEEDS 


BABY STAG 
BOOSTER 


Shin, Servida, Pizarro 
shine in Riviera golf 


Today's TV Schedule - Monday, October 4, 2004 


YOUNG Seob Shin and Chito Servi- 173 after a 94. Dennis Gamboa fin- 550 т Duel Masters Cyborg Kurbehan. Cowboy Bebop. Take 5 ANC Top Story. 
da won in similar fashion to share ished third with a 179 after a 93. 
da mon n sda teli mdr Stel wha Usa Ө | mte | emda | тенш " 

gem дарий: made an 87 and nipped ee lon 
б сыншы ныне mien drain ы [оны | шю | же e жены | жагы 
Cavite, over the weekend. Both finished with 172, while Jose а TUNE 

Shin, tied with two othersafter 18 Nepomuceno settled for third with a nim. Entertainment Tonight | Samurai enpero | 
holes,camethrough witha 77 onthe 174 after an 86. AT [11 Л p ig 
second day and came away with a Shin, Servida and Pizarro thus © ү 3 LZ 045 i 
ME ысы east Ns doce d [ ў ; А 
and Teody Pascual in Cass A ofthe Бу Celestino in the winners podium D] T YIM 73 42/478 7л. Ж 
event sponsored by Pacsports and during the awards rites. P с 3 34 
ОН. Judanand Pascu borhwound Murakami, a (пит acon with Dr. Brady Barr: e] 
up with 79 and finished with identi- champion, dominated the Champi- d vede n DEMEURE 
Bete vibe fame ning eshte irs 258 ed a clTe: E ae iaa ors 
ынырыы ^ m vay ove dey Bn 

Servida bested the field in Class В Celestino edged Eric Gozo in the TV Patroi Friends ига Challenge. usi 4 Latis Чапар Wazzup ТРМ АНС News 
уа таза соната асока 
етты Ашыр riers жыш асра мде m anane, 

: il эшш | жы "wan | mza | acies 

Vigan serves up NL Milo ==5 =e SU 
Junior Cup tennis finals TRE жы эш | мш 
PLAYERS from the norhem Mayor Ferdie Medina are the boys’ wn кайыза калай таи анара, 
rence le the eight wien anfgie leaner чүй аыл mace | ысы | ое тт 
the North Luzon regional finals of well as the unisex 10-under group. Se [Cem эль L A — і 
the 2004 Milo Junior Tennis Cup The five age-group champions in ea MON ua UN pem ‘Business Nightly 
‘unfolds on Oct, 8 to 10а: the Vigan Vigan will vie in the National Finals ene = id " 
табаа Mae E [ишк = ан ала 

Rives tae ueque БЕ Ves eM, 
ment organized by the Children’s danao for tournament berths in the 130pm- 12m0. ише ‘Dream Music Videos pem ‘Travel Tine 
‘Tennis Workshop and backed by adi- 2004 Malaysia Junior Tennis Circuit 


des, Malaysia Airlines and Vigan staring in December E og 


zm NBA €RDN 

30 - The Charlotte Bobeals, the NBA's MEDIEN ANT 
innered by their 

10 pick, Emeka Okafor; Gatehithe 

Boboats on Solar Sports, Sporla Ми 


and RPN, Beginning November 3. 


тиз. WED. 


Мр HUNT, 


ao NEW YORK—Felix “Tito” Trinidad's 


return to the ring was a knockout 
success. 

"Trinidad pummeled Ricardo Mayorga in 
the eighth round, knocking him down 
three times before the fight was stopped 
with 21 seconds to go in the round Satur- 
day night. 

In his first fight in more than two years, 
Trinidad simply overwhelmed the game 
‘Mayorga with a barrage of punches, in- 
cluding a left hook that finished the mid- 
dleweight fight in front of a raucous Madi 
son Square Garden crowd of 17,406. 

“Tve been in tough wais before, but I 
dominated this fight,” Trinidad said. "Не 
can take a good punch and he took a lot, 
which was bad for him." 

Trinidad, 42-1 with 35 knockouts, lost 
the middleweight championship three 
years ago to Bernard Hopkins. After one 
more fight, he retired, unable to get a re- 
match with Hopkins. 

Instead, Trinidad spent "the good life" 
in Puerto Rico, he said. But at 31, he is 
back and he showed against Mayorga that 
he isin his prime—and probably worthy of 
that rematch with Hopkins. 

Mayorga never had been knocked 
down, but he was cut under the left eye in 
the fifth round, and he had to stop from а 
low blow to the right thigh in the sixth. 
Referee Steve Smoger allowed him nearly 
two minutes to recover with 40 seconds to 
goin the sixth, but Mayorga never was the 
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REWARD 


The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyitol 


Juirer. 


Look for the specially-marked Guyito coupon in the pages of Inqui 
гор 


Cut out, put your name, address and signature. Drop at designat 
boxes fora shot at your most wanted rewards! 

BANGKOK—Roger Federer defeated 
Andy Roddick, 6-4, 60, to win the Thai- 
land Open on Sunday, and joined Bjorn 
Borg and John McEnroe as the only play- 
ers to win 12 consecutive finals. 

"hen I came here I didn't know what ro 
expect” said Federer "Took iteasy afier the 
VS Open and was just hoping for a good 
toumament, and now Tve won another one 
so thacs really fantastic. 

"т didn't believe I could somehow reach 
10 (tes) this year, and it just keeps on go- 
ing. Obviously Tm very happy” The Swiss 
world No. 1 dominated the American sec- 
опа seed, who received treatment in the 
second se fora right elbow injury 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos 


no less than balanced news and fearless views. 2 
Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 20041 


See posters and print ads for more detalis. 
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Trinidad crean 


PHILIPPINE | 


FELIX Trinidad (right) sends sweat spraying off Ricardo 


same the rest of the way. 


and fourth rounds. 


Federer joins another elit: 


with Roddick firing five aces, two double- 
faultsand holding off three break points. 

Federer had to wait until the seventh 
game to take the lead, breaking for 43 
when Roddick netted a forehand, 

Roddick had an opportunity to rescue the 
set at 5-4, holding two break points. But 
Federer responded with consecutive aces to 
get back to deuce. 

Federer maintained the pressure in the 
second set, as Roddick made a backhand er- 
ror to give Federer a break for 1-0, and a fur- 
ther break for 3-0 sealed the American's 
foe. 

"The trainer then attended to Roddick el- 
bow, but that did nothing to delay Federer's 


Mayorga, of Nicaragua, fell to 26:51 
He knocked down Trinidad in the third f 
and fought particularly well in the third hospital lan 


felt go 
my eye swe 
shots,” said 


Trinidad 


hun my 
Safin, but Ld 
ence, Roger’ | 
said Roddick 
"Leame out 
went back to 
feel somethin: 
elbow. 
“I probably 
pretty tough on 
“L gave it th 
got broken in 
feel too guod 
"T was play 
and Thavea hi 
full deck of c 


"The opening game was drama in itself, march to victory 


x J Sharapova 
captures 
Korea Open \ 


N 
y 

SEOUL—Wimbledon champion Maria Shara- р а 

pova trounced Marta Domachowska, 6-1,6-1, $ 

fo win the Korea Open on Sunday. 

Grunting and grimacing to victory Sharapova 
had too much firepower for Poland's Doma- 
chowska, who held ber serve only once in rhe 
58-minute match. 

Sharapova took command in thë third game 
after the wo players had raded opening service 
breaks. 

Pinning Domachowska го the baseline with a 
series of singing service retums, Sharapova 
Кер up the pressure ший the 18-year-old Pole 
wiled, double faulkng to hand the Russian a 3- 
lex. 

“This is the first time playing three tourna 
mens in а row, bur 1 feel relly good," said 
Sharapova. 

Sharapova lost in the semifinals of the recent 
China Open ro Svedana Kuznetsova and wil 
playin the Japan Openlserthiswedt. Reuters фы 


GAB slaps promoter with 


mat 


pointing. 


TWAS glad to know that the Games 


and Amusements Board meted ош CLEAN fen a 
Suspensions on the ly aes p 
voved та биза boxing neers LIVING È тай 
în Mandaue Cy on бери 19, bu - M 
wesdumbioundstwolewm tarde: MANOLO R. Eo 7 mat 
Spic convene cene that E os 


Than 
from 
woah 
Pr 
керпе 


the public was deceived, а сепаіл 
Josephine Ошапо, the promoter of 
the fight card, was slapped with only 
‘a warning by the GAB. How on earth 
could the promoter escape with a 
mere sap on the wrist? This boggles 


that the way it ended wa 
because it robbed the paying public 
blind 

Afiertwo investigations, the GAB, 
headed by offcer-in-charge lawyer 


= styling 


the mind. What on carth is wong Emmanuel Palabrica, suspended for And 
with the GAB? six months licensed matchmaker Ali- cum 

Methinks the GAB should show joe Jaro for deceiving the publicand cause 
more teeth in dealing with all the for betraying the trust reposed upon Ud 


мум 
сав. 
mand 

For 
felt be 
fialosi-Chutipol bout and his state- teat 


tim as a licensed matchmaker, The 
GAB stressed that while Jaro may 
mot be the registered matchmaker of 
the promotion, his admission that he. 
was the matchmaker of the Pe 


people, including the promoter, who 
prepared the Mandaue fight card 
that brought embarrassment to 
Philippine profesional boxing. In 
that promotion, former World Box- 
ing Counci super flyweight champi- 
оп Geny Peñalosa won his much 
publicized comeback bid by stopping 
Samingkao Chutipol of Thailand in 
the second round. The Thai went 
down for the third ime inthe second. 
round even though he did not re- 
ceive a punch, The outcome was 
subsequently criticized by the fans 
who watched it and by the media 
who described the fight as "farcical" 
and a gross mismatch. Teven wrote. 
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ments to che media that "Chutipol is 
atough fighter a good test for Gerry" 
have no factual basis and are tanta- 
mount to deceit. Chutipol has had 
only one fight as a boxer and even 
lost that fight prior to his meeting 
with the vastly experienced and dan- 
gerous Peñalosa. 

"The GAB also meted out another 
six-month suspension to Concepcion 
Pitogo, the officially registered 


Klitschko nails 
split decision 
over Williamson 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada—Wldimir the ending, He sid his pan was to 
Klitschko survived а fourth-round tre Klitschko by forcing him to go 
knockdown to beat DaVamyl intothelater rounds. 

‘Williamson on points after the fight He knocked Klitschko down in 
was halted prematurely by an acci- the fourth round with a straight 
pr o right hand tothe ex, 
Klitschko, who suffered a nasty “This is unfinished business” IMIR Klitschko (right) looks h 
ош over his ight eye, won the Wiliamson said. Terex ever Wisin Балны rhi ое Д 
eavyweightboutbyasplitdedson Klichko (433, 39 KOs) tried ю ишсе out in zhe fourth round. z 
after the ring doctor halted the downplay the knockdown saying, "I 
scheduled 10-round fight at theend was off balance and he caught me 
ofthe fifth round. with a right hand." The state-of-the-art of HAIR TRANSPLANTATION 
Thedashofheadstookplacelate The odd ending and knockdown 
Г аа di Hen 
кеййн ыраш) dit tnie wees айй) Mig cn ETA 
thatthe ring pg ке эрге fatua looking hine 
*] built my fight with my left jab,” younger Wladimir was being hailed * Follicular unit transplant procedure up to 
ae Ф ата both a e of the two fighting. 2000 grafts with 6000 HAIRS in ONE SESSION! 
weld I waned ro conin. Киза ве. н 
E cy ы inel tie eae 
; : Two juges scored the fight for he Weld Boning Comeetewhde | 
hu АЕ Kis, 44б, 49-46, and one Маб stock has falen. * Metal kinds of иол any hoir bearing 

[org witha quick counter in their middleweight bout. ae julge bed Wilamsun ahead, 49. Оп Арй 10, Wladimir was area and reconstruct "old plug" or "dolls 
47, at the time the featured heavy- floored in the fifth round by Lamon уч hair" technique transplants. 

lid ош my performance, but carás:68-64,68-64and 67-64. ‘weight bout was stopped on a card Brewster in а fight for the vacant 

fed upand гошан" вое зоте “I knew could keep the pace up thanks hat also boasted two ttle bouts at World Boxing Organization tite. i 

Mayorga, who was taken toa to my discipline,” Trinidad said. “I did. the new outdoor Amphitheatre at Vitali will make the first defense Transplant surgeor 1,000 patients treated 

|ooservation. ‘That was our game plan, to be cool and Caesar's Palace. of his WBC tile against Britain's wes pinedahaircom 

was well ahead on all three calm, and it worked perfectly" AP "Williamson was frustrated with Danny Williams in December. AFP MAKATI 8130691 + DAVAO 2212682 
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bow yesterday against Marat 
|n think that made a differ- 
[сеп beating people all yeaz” 


ind gave ita shot, but when T 
|ie room yesterday I started to 
‘one of the tendons in my 


ust strained it, but it made it 
TM 
best shot I could, but once 1 
he second I definitely didn't 
pout my chances. 
ag with half a deck of cards 
record against Roger with a 
rds, so it was a lite disap- 
Reuters 


PLAYING the second ) 
ofa busy three-week 
schedule, Maria 

‚ Sharapova looks 

freshasever 

beating Marta 
Domachowska 
forthe Korean Open ..— 
title. wmm, EET 
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warning 


maker of that Mandaue card, 
wing her license as match- 
to be used by Jaro in this par- 
fight and for not lifting a fin- 
check whether or not the 
was inorder 
[ihe other hand, Chutipol, the 
sy, was banned for two years 
ng in the Philippines “for 
|: out with a performance not 
ofa professional boer” 
noter Ouano relied on the 
aration of the matchmaker 
сой to the GAB, “She 
be faulted for doing so be- 
аклап в а сава. 
|0 that is precisely the reason 
а poston Б Песка by the 
Olano was merely mpi 
and warned ; : 
пе, that brought little solace. 1 о i k; 
|irayed: The GAB should not г 
ен ике IUE OI You'll be unforgettable. 
Tt shouid also find ways to 
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an option Els still 2 shots up 


for Malone 


LOS ANGELES—Karl Malone is “retirement 
bound” but he has left the door ajar for a re- 
tum to.the National Basketball Association 
once his injuries heal, player agent Dwight 
Manley said. 

“He is not closing any doors but he's going ina 
different direction that obviously is retirement 
bound,” Manley told the Los Angeles Times. 

“fhe wanted to play today he couldn't any- 
way He willbe abl to in the future.” 

‘The 41-year-old Los Angeles Laker is still re- 
covering from right knee surgery and no career 
decision would be made unti he is fully healthy, 
Manley said. 

Malone is a 14-time all-star and is the second 
leading scorer in NBA history. He told Lakers 
‘owner Jerry Buss he would play for Los Angeles 
if he decided to pay again 

The Lakers open their taining camp next 
‘Tuesday in San Diego. Their first pre-season 
match is Oct. 12 against Seattle in Anaheim and. 
they begin the season on Nov. 2 by hosting Den- 


ICTSI-La Salle 
rejoins PBL 
Open tourney 


А STRONGER, wiser and sharper ICTSl-La 
Salle squad returns to the Philippine Basket- 
ball League (PBL) for the season-ending Open 
Championship set to start on Oct. 23. 

After regaining the UAAP crown at the ex- 
pense of the favored Far Eastern University ICT- 
$На Salle has been tipped this early as one of 
the teams to beat along with perennial finalist 
Welcoat Paints and Montaña Pawnshop. 

Even league officials are excited over the 
comeback of ICTSHa Salle. 

“Aside from their traditional rival, the Ateneo 
Eagles, the Archers have to prepare themselves 
since the Tamaraws are expected to get eve 
with them,” said Commissioner Chino Trinidad. 

‘Viva Mineral Water, which won the Unity Cup 
‘over Welcoat Paints, is built around the core of 
FEU Tamaraws, giving way to another Mark Саг- 
dona-Arwind Santos rivalry. 


‘THOMASTOWN, Ireland—Emie 
Els stayed on track for a maiden 
World Golf Championship title 
with a four-under-par 68 in the 
WGC-American Express Champi- 
onship third round on Saturday 

“The world No. 3, chasing his first vic- 
tory since the PGA Tours Memorial 
tournament in early June, ended an- 
other day of wildly fluctuating weather 
two strokes clear of the field. 

South African Els, who would re- 
place Tiger Woods 25 the games sec- 
Dndranked player by winning this 
week, mixed five birdies with a bogey 
to finish on 15-under 201 ata rain-sod- 
деп Mount Juliet. 

“Tve got to be happy with the score I 
shot, 1 grinded out a 68," said the 34- 
yearold Ев after playing through 


665 


doubt 


bright sunshine, driving rain and gust- 
ing winds. I was a lie off here and 
there but 1 got the ball up and down 
when needed to. 

“I made some better shots at the end 
there, оп 17 and 18, and hopefully 1 
can take that into tomorrow” 

Denmarks Thomas Bjorn, after a bo- 
gey-free 66, was alone in second place 
with British Open ch 
Hamilton, Ireland's Padraig Harrington 
and Britain's David Howell a further 
shot back ina tie for third at 12 under. 

Hamilton тепте a 69 while Har- 
rington, urged оп by his home gal- 
Jeries, and Howell carded matching 


Defending Champion Woods, a 


ter straining his shoulder last week 
sleeping awkwardly on a flight to Or- 


smpion Todd 


starter for the tournament af- 


20 foot port. 


lando, returned a second successive 70 
to e seven off the pace. 

The eight-time major winner, bid- 
ding for his third successive WGC- 
‘American Express Championship title 
and fourth in all, was one over for the. 
day after nine holes but picked up three 
shots after the tur to climb intoa share 
of eighth place. 

"Tm going to need some help tomor- 
row and 1 understand the weather is 
supposed to be terrible.” said the 28- 
year-old American. 

“But Im still seven shots back, which 
is a long way back, especially when 
Emieis playing the way he is.” 

Els, two strokes ahead overnight fol- 
lowing his brilliant 64 on Friday stayed 
in front with birdies at the par-Bve fifth 
and par-five eighth, where he sank a 


Reuters 


PADRAIG Harrington keeps the home gallery 
hopeful as he stays three-shots off the lead. crus 


' Palos Verdes grabs 
big Sta. Lucia lead 


HIT-MAKER: Seattle Mariners’ Ichiro Suzuki gestures to fans Saturday in Seattle, where 
he was honored for breaking George Sisler’s single season hit record Friday night. ar 


Miriam cagebelles stay aliv 


MIRIAM College lived to fight another day as it 
nipped Centro Escolar University, 56-55, Sat- 
urday to stay in the hunt for a semifinal seat in 
the WNCAA 35th season seniors'basketball 
tournament atthe St. Scholastica's gym. 
Miriam, which Sed CEU at 63, must beat 
semifinalist Lyceum inthe final playing day of the 
eliminations and hope for a Riza! Technological 
University (7:2) win over CEU to avoid the com- 


plication ofa three-way бе. 

St. Scholasica's College closed out its cam. 
paign with a 48-38 victory over Emilio Aguinaldo 
College to end the season at 3-7. 

Host school San Beda College Alabang also 
won, 64-35, over University of Asia & the Pacific. 

In volleyball, defending champion Lyceum 
completed its 10-game sweep of the elims after 
downing RTU, 25-20, 25-18, 26-24 


HOST dub Palos Verdes Team 6 
шей a strong performance to 
emerge the runaway provisional 
Group Ш leader of the first batch of 
entries in the first leg of the Sta. Lu- 
a Tourin Davao over the weekend. 

Jing Tan, Ronald Galicia, and 
Jong Tan combined for 265 points 
то pull away from Eagle Ri 
which managed only 203, and Alta 
Visa 11 097). 

"The battle in the other divisions 
was tight with a revitalized Orchard 
taking the Group I lead through its 
Team 2 and Ala Vista Team 1 show- 
ing the way in Group Il by dose 
margins in the Tour sponsored by 
Globe Platinum. 

Carl Almario, Joseph Stevens and 
Edito Tirol started their bid for an- 
other Group I йе with 141 points 
on the first day and 155 the next for 
2 296 that put them one point upon 
altKorean Eagle Ridge Team 1. 

Palos Verdes 1 failed to capitalize 
on the leg leading 107-point effort 


оё Marcelino Tibor and settled for 
third at 286. 

Orchard looks poised to recover 
from its anemic show last year as Al- 
fredo Lim, Luis Bustamante, Rober- 
to Reyes and Ric Nimo pooled 245 
points on rounds of 121-124 to slip 
ahead by one over the Bobby Barria- 
Jed Alta Vista Team 8. 

Also sponsoring this year's Tour 
are Samsung, Omega, Titleist, 
Footjoy and Philippine Airlines 
while Marco Polo (Davao), Marriot 
(Cebu) and The Bellevue (Manila) 
are partner hotels. 

Alan Edgardo Alegre of Tour 
newcomer Summit Point scored a 
98 that installed him as the Class C 
individual leader by six over Palos 
Verdes Ronald Galicia and Jing Тап, 

Tibor took a two-point lead over 
Зай] Sato of Ala Vista 2 in Class A 
while Bobby Wee of Palos Verdes led 
by six over teammate Milon Liu 
and Barra by six with his 96-point 
total in Clas B. 
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Biggest — w^ Buenavista reigns 


little [исе Long-distance ace is adidas king of the road 
marks its жабыс ы ышык лы 


country’s long distance run- . BemardoDesamito and Reynaldo de- watches, Powerade, Viva Mineral Water, 


aig. Jos Reyes placed fourth and fit, respec- adidas Fragrance, Paintball Empire and 
rst ear B ivelyastyearsadidasKingofüheRoad Milo. Ё y 
Olympian marathoner Eduardo Bue- Alley Quisay placed 13th in 35:19. Manipol, also a national team main- 
terere ө к шше ыык ш, 
сате yesterday's 8th adidas and when I caught up with him, Iwent Former Milo Marathon champion 
pen een MR Y the Road race at the adidas Sports Kamp ай the way" said Buenavista, who holds  Cristabel Martes was second in 37:25, 
Nichols Cordial, in slippers, mustered the in Fort Bonifaco Global Cy in Taguig. the Philippine record in the SK, 10Kand while last years Queen of the Road Liza 
strength to finish бізг воће сап buyanew , [ "The 4foot-11 Buenavista, who was 42K events. Yambao clocked 38:13 for third. 
кейн. 67th among 81 finishers in the recent — Buensvistals old 10K mark was 29:57 Ша Delfin (38:58) and Gloria Diaz 
P These and other heart-warming anec- Athens Olympiad, docked a personal recorded during the Milo Marathon (39:07) followed in that order 
Dore Cup Ue EO FUN runc aL Ben best of 29 minutes and 29 seconds for elimination run in 2002. His national Buenavista and Manipol pocketed 
Zest- Patakbong Pinoy trully a fulfilling © `° 10-klometer event. 10K record inthe trackovalis29:02. P10,000 cash and P10,000 worth of gift 
‘one for the race organizers. А National -racister Julius Semona ^ Mercedita Manipol led all the wayin certificate from Adidas. They will also 
"The 12-year-old Cabatac and Cordial 5 ‘came in second at 30:59 whietwotime фе distaff side of the race co-presented represent the county in the ntemation- 
ducis nA rou rele Dal BUENAVISTA: Firstamongthestars. т Міо Marathon champion Allan by Globe Gentext and sponsored by Mc- al King ofthe Road next week in Korea. 
Beam Toothpaste hopes to reach out to and. 
draw toward the sport of running. And 


mss. Virtual stroll for Cover Girl in Grand Futurity 


had what it takes to run a race until they n á 
actually did. By Edwin Villanueva, Contributor tive filly to coast behind Paramount in the early going nents like Moab, Cool Runnings and Concorde. 

“We reach out to students, mostly those. before guiding her to the lead at the far tum. Cover Girl negotiated the race in 1:41 flat, al- 
who cant afford to pay enuy feestojoina COVER Giri turned the Grand Futurity Stakes race in- Hernandez has now steered Cover Girl to four though her best time over the distance was 1:39 when 
race,” said Nelson Macaraig, head ofthe toa stroll at the Santa Ana Park yesterday. ght victories since Aug. 7. АП told, Cover Girl has she ruled the Cojuangco Cup last May 23. 
organizing Jonel Promotions who thanked “Parang nag-jogging lang. Magandang warmup sa nailed down 14 wins in 18 runs. Prior to yesterdays Native Land took runner-up honors. Fear Factor 
Beam Toothpaste general manager Baby takbo niyang kasunod (She simply jogged to victory. assignment, Cover Girl won in the Founders’ Cup, wound up fourth and last. 

Yao for bankrolling the twice-a-month,5- W's a good warm-up for her next race),” said starjock- Lakambini Stakes and topped a class division race. Earlier, Speed Machine rallied hard under Fernan- 
km race conducted bythe Media Runners. еу Jonathan Hernandez, after Cover Giri cruised toa Next up for Cover Giri, who won P250,000, is the до Raquel Jr to nip Hazmoore by a head in the White 

While the event also occasionally fea- five-length victory in the 1,600-meter trip. much-awaited 3-year-old Fillies contest in the Sth Mile race. Showing her upset of Bulakef recently 
tured legs featuring some ofthe countrys Knowing Cover Girl wasa cut above her three other Philtobo Grand Championship Day on Oct. 17,alsoat was for real, the favored Speed Machine charged 
toprunners, the Beam Zest:O Patakbong rivals, Hernandez allowed the Khozaam-Gallant Na- Santa Ana, where she will be facing tougher oppo- down the wire mightily to salvage the victory in 1:42. 
Pinoy also staged free races even in mis- 
sionary routes where running is unheard of 

‘The Beam Zest-O Patakbong went to as 
far north as Baguio and as far south аз 
Batangas, but it was the venues in between. 
that allowed the race to establish its niche 
in the running scene. 

"The Philippine Miltary Academy in 
Baguio City and the Philippine National Po- 
lice Academy in Silang, Cavite, welcomed 
races set exclusively for its cadets. 

‘And the race took up causes like the 
preservation of a museum in Pila, Laguna, 
and fund-raising for school activities. 

once helped the Tandang Sora Ele- 
mentary Schools Palarong Pambansa- 
bound volleyball team in raising training 
funds and acquiring equipment from the 
Philippine Sports Commission during а 
race held in UP Dilliman. I also pitched in 
for the Gen. Ricardo Papa National High 
School's athletic meet in Taguig. 

"There are things that are much bigger 
than a race; Macaraig said. 


Velodrome action 
kicks off cycling... 


From page A32 


grated Cycling Federation of the Philippines or 
PhilCycing, headed by Bert Lina, is organizing 

f Velodrome racing gets special emphasis in the 
National Open because of its potential as a rich 
gold medal source for the country in the 2005 
Southeast Asian Games. 

‘Meanwhile, cyclists from Malaysia and Viet- 
mam are planing in tomorrow for the 10th Asian 
MTB Championships which is supported by 
‘Air21, Tour Pilipinas Inc, the Philippine Sports 
Commission, the Philippine Olympic Commitee, 
Kontrol, Cargohaus, Dos-1, e-konek, Mail and 
More and Agua de Laguna, 

__ Teams from seven more countries are arriving 
dí the next few days for the continental champi- 
‘nships which will be conducted in two world- 
dass courses in Sitio Magarwak, Barangay Sta. 
Lourdes, Puerto Princesa City prepared by Puerto 
Princesa Mayor Edward Hagedom 

Japan is expected to stamp its mark in the an- 
пша! event staged by the Asian Cycling Confeder- 
ation and the Union Cycliste internationale. 

‘The massed star race in Tagaytay, to be super- 
vised by PhilCydling road commision chair 
Paquito Rivas, wil sartat 8am. 


SPORTSWATCH 


One-on-one at Las Рїйа$ 

THE ONE-ON-ONE duels between cockfighting heavy- 
weights resume today at the Las Piñas Colseum. The 
Gentemen Cocker Assocation of the Pitpines 
(GCAP) 5-Stag Derby sponsored by Sagupaan Com- 
рег 3000 and Pagcor wil see the Ramon Man- 
Cenares-Tony Faustino entry EDL Farms, which cur- 
rently leads the Stagfighter of the Year race with 15.5 
Points, tanging wit top юте Pack Ало, who 
чї бөй te same ine rom Сайоттап Jorge Torres. 
irat won him the crown in last Faye Pasay Stag 
Derby Anni’ Sagupan Сот 3000 BPZ and 
the team of Pol Estretado-Boy Reyes (PEBR) talla 
135 points each in the Slagfighter race. Benjje Limis 
Mt Banahaw fighters (Love U Papa) arein solo third 
wäh 125 роп. Todays S8 ht program wil sart at 
брлп Forinquiries, cal 873-1040 and 874-3910. 


80 fights at Roligon today 

AT LEAST 80 fights await derby fans as the Stag Festi- 
val 5-Stag National Derby resumes at 5 p.m. today at 
the Roligon Mega Cockpit wath the second set of com- 
райо ng fofi beth se on Wednesday. Host- 
ей by Rolly Ligon, in cooperation with Thunderbird 
‘Baby Stag Booster and Thunderbird Stag Developer, 
the annual event stakes a P1 milon guaranteed cash 
prize. Wort Sasherchemolons Pol Estrela, Boy 
Royo and Witam Go lead n cas that Бо includes 
 Blandy Tolentino, Dicky Lim, Altan Slaco, Jamas Uy, 
‘Alan Tan, Sonny Lago, Dong Lacson, Francis Lu- 
‘munsad, Francis Natl, Tos Reyes and Boy Lechon, 
Last Saturdays openor saw Slasher Ша Rey Briones 
winning all four fights through his entries CLG En- Valid for non-Direct Link and Non-UCPB Gen Policy Holders. 
forcer (wth Cl. Gara) and Showme Masbate. 
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с, S < off RP cycling festival 
e оеоа i Ao cycling festiv: 
Through viscous. molecular йо m " 
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а cing такеза безіп Southeast Asia. 
| FREESE Күм x comeback today with the re- А 168Klometer massed start 
NOW: right where you want lo be GER) UP vival of the National Open сє in an outand bade course in 
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YOUR OWN RULES. 


_ TOP OF THE GAME. 


BATTLE:: COU TS The biggest tournament. The country's hottest sport. 
M Brought to you, of course, by Globe Platinum. 


Globe Platinum brings you the Philippines’ first national inter-club badminton tournament: 
over 50 clubs vying for more than Р500,000 in prizes, including a trip to Bangkok for the overall team champion. 


T Tet Ns NU | Inter Clit Nationwide Area Elimination: Оа. 9— Nox 7 * National Finals: Nov. 20-21, Market Market, Fort Bonifacio 
PLATIN СООР For more dais, visit any participating court or call th INQUIRER Badminton tournament hotline (02) 897-8808 loc 259 
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FUN TIME. Cheri Mercado anc 
Christianna, 3 months old sucusTonacwz 


Cheri < 
Mercado's 
good news: 
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isfun /А34 


"THE WAY We Were." Basil Valdez 
(left) and Rico |. Puno. 


GRENADE IN HER HOUSE _ 


Edu 


was the firs 


erson 
р ї called 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


EDU MANZANO was the first per- 
son Ai Ai de las Alas called when 
she learned that a live grenade 
had been found inside her house 
last Friday night, but he didnt 
pick up the phone. 

“So I called Arnel (Ignacio) in- 
stead,” the comedienne told In- 
quara Entertainment last Satur- 
day. “I asked Amel to help me 
contact a SWAT team to check 
the grenade. 

Ai Ai said she was not disap- 
pointed that Edu did not answer her call when 
she needed him. Reports have been linking 
them romantically. 

“Edu is very dear to me,” said АГАТ. 

Of the reports that said Edu, her co-host on 
“MTB: Ang Saya-saya,” has been courting her, 
she added, "I don't want to put him in a bad 
spot by reacting to every piece of write-up 
about us.” 

Edu is also the chair of the Optical Media 
Board (OMB), formerly known as the Video 
Regulatory Board 

According to Ai Ai, a joke that Edu cracked 
while they were hanging out with the staff 
members of “MTB” might have led people 
to thinking that they had an intimate relation- 
ship. But Ai Ai refused to say what the joke 

"What's important now is that our working 
relationship is okay, and that despite the 


SOMETHING SPECIAL. "What's 
important," says Ai Ai, "is that Eduand | аге 
stillat ease with each other.” 


һег house almost seven months ago. But 
William did not intentionally leave the 
grenade in the driver's quarters, she added. 

"What happened was not intentional," she 
said. “It was sheer stupidity. He must have 
thought it was an anting-anting (amulet) or 
something. It must have excited him. My 
‘manager (Boy Abunda) and 1 already talked 
with him and his employer about 

‘The actress said she would not press 
charges against William. 

Her current driver, Amboy, was cleaning his 
room when he found the grenade in a comer, 


according to the police report. He called secu- 


rity guard Alejandro Oril, who reported the 
incident to the police. 

Ai Ai said her former driver knew about the. 
grenade and even told her eldest son about it, 
"But my son ignored it because he thought. 
was just a joke,” she said. “Fortunately, 
didn't explode." 

She said her children were with her Friday 
night while she was taping for the sitcom. 
“Tanging Ina." 

“But there were people inside the house 
that day" she said. “I don't want to think of 
what could: have happened if that grenade 
Бай exploded while the maids were cleaning 
that part of the house.” With areport by Tina. 
G. Santos 
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‘write-ups, we're still at ease with each other.” 
AiAi said. 

Friday night, members of the Central Police 
District-Special Weapons and Tactics (CPD- 
SWAT) found an M2K fragmentation grenade 
inthe driver's quarters of Ai Als house. 

Ai Ais driver, Amboy, found the grenade at 
about 10:30 p.m., according to reports reach- 
ing the CPD's Command and Control Office. 

AI Ai said a friend's driver, whom she iden- 
tified only as William, brought the grenade to 


Basil, Rico J 
in one show 
for the first 
time /A37 
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STER OF WAR, 


HEWASAN 


15 STRUGGLE WAS WITH LOVE 


STARRING: CHRISTIAN CLAVIER, ISABELLA ROSSELINI, 
GERARD DEPARDIEU AND JOHN MALKOVICH 
PREMIERES: 
PART 1: OCTOBER 7, 9PM 
PART2: OCTOBER 14, 9PM 
PART 3: OCTOBER 21, 9M 
PART 4 OCTOBER 28, 9PM 
Watch this exciting 4 part mini-series, 
NAPOLEON at the Hallmark Channel Rae, 
tod 
EU. 


Join Hallmark's NAPOLEON Trivia Contest 
Your chance to win one of three Samsung DVD Players 
Watch all four parts of NAPOLEON to answer these questions. 


1.In Part 1, Napoleon tried fo conquer which country in Africo? a 
A. Egypt B.Morocco C. Ethiopia 


2. In Par 2, who crowned Napoleon as the Emperor of France? 
A.Napoleon B. Josephine С. Napoleon's Mother E: 


ORIGINAL SOUCI 
in CD or musical cossette Ё 

for selected single. 3 
receipt purchase 


3. In Par 3, Napoleon remariied a woman from which country? 
A. Russia B. France C. Austria 


4.In Part 4, what was Napoleon's last gift to Betzy? 


Anu чын gm 
M! 

ХУА 1 sord attour corect answers wih your compito name, 

КЫШТ ЕЕ О 

„ер ыш Ge emal o nascono com pn 


T All entries must be sent by ёрт on November 15, 2004 
("Watch Napoleon and get a chance to win | 


Samsung DVD Player 
„Жапо RSA SLT ISTE IST I OSE I | 
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The good news is, 


CHERI 


thinks motherhoo 


if 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by August dela Cruz 


BEFORE the revitalized ABC 5 hired her as 
news anchor, Cheri Mereado-Santos was al- 
ready thinking of leaving her former network, 
ABS-CBN, because she was pregnant. 

"Twas even thinking of leaving the industry 
because I didnt want to be stressed while 
pregnant,” says Cheri, mother of -month-old 
Christianna or lanna. “I didnt want to go 
through that kind of a daily grind while 1 was 
having my baby because they say the baby 
feels whatever you're feeling.” 

(Cheri says she used to work for eight to 12 
hours when she was at АВ5-СВМ. She also 

"used to host “Magandang Umaga 
Bayan” in the morning and an- 


OUT — chorine "Global News" late. 

OF THE j^ er the Жарат. 
ilya newor 

CLOSET “When you're pregnant 


you can't be on cam, de- 
pending on the ABS-CBN bosses,” she points 
out, “That's why liked the way (ABC) man- 
agement welcomed me, with open arms, even 
"while Twas pregnant. I also liked the feeling 
that Iwas free to suggest a lot of things. ABS- 
CBN already has a lot of brains. Now my ideas 
are being heard. Pm part of the conceptualiza- 
tion ofthe shows that might come soon.” 

Cheri says 2003 was one of the most impor- 
tant years in her life. “Last year, 1 changed 
Jobs, names, residences and civil status,” she 
Says. "It was a turning point in my life. Every- 
thing happened in a year.” 

Unlike other moms, Cheri does not find 
motherhood too demanding. Although she 
wakes up at ungodly hours to breastfeed lan- 
па, Cheri says, “Everything else is fun. It's like 
you havea toy. 

“es true that your lifestyle changes when 
you have a baby I used to spend most of my 
time on my work. When I wasn’t working, I 
was always looking for places to go. In fact, I 
never got to eat at home because Iwas always 
out. Now, while I'm still at work, I want to go 
home.” 

Home for Cheri is the Santos residence in 
Quezon City. “Personally, I'm enjoying my 
time at home. But when I'm not with my fami- 
dy Tm at work." 

‘Cheri starts her day at 11 a.m. She leaves 
the house before 7 p.m. for the 9:30 рл. 
newscast of "The Big News” on ABC 5. On 
‘Tuesdays, she goes to the Inquaer office in 
Makati City to tape for Inquirer TV, which she 
has been hosting since September. 

“When I first heard of it, I thought it was 
brilliant for Inqumsza to Бе venturing into tele- 
vision.” says Cheri. I'm honored to be a part 
of the project. The thing I like about INQUIRER 
TV is that its content is very thorough. One of 
my frustrations in being in a daily newscast 
before was that there really wasn't much time 
todo research.” 

Cheri replaced Philippine Basketball 
League commissioner Chino Trinidad as host 
of INguinen ТҮ 

Cheri says being a mother also changed her 
fashion preference. "I used to like blacks and 
browns. But now] go for white, baby blue, ba- 
by pink and light orange. I don't know if it has 
something to do with giving birth and having 
а baby. Maybe its because 1 like everything 
that surrounds my baby to be clean. You could 


ACCESSORIZE, accessorize, which she does 
with basic pearls and other accessories 


‘OLD RELIABLES are her DKNY rubber. 
shoes, bought in 1999, jeans from college and 
‘Abercrombie jacket 
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PLAYTIME. “ies like having a toy" gushes the mom of 3-month-old lanna 


never make me wear pink before. 

"1thinkIm going to discard alot of my high 
heels because I prefer fats now. You have to 
give me a good reason to wear high heels." 

She says she used to share her passion for 
malling with her husband, Mike Santos. "He's 
а certified mall rat,” Cheri says of her ex- 
stockbroker husband. “He knows every store. 
We used to go to the mall twice or thrice a 
week. Even during my free time, 1 used to 
‘window-shop with friends. Now, isa shallow 
thing for me. Га rather take care of the baby" 

Shirts. "My favorite sporty casual shirt is 
frm the States. Ginamit ko itong pang- 
harabas doon. les my shopping and sightsee- 
ing shirt. Ies warm. The fabric is really thick. 
188 also reversible. I look young when Im 
wearing it. In the States, they thought 1 was 
still in high school. 

“I have lots of tops from Nulla. Iove pair- 


gotpregnant. 

“I love dressy, flirty tops that go nicely with 
jeans. 1 loved wearing this white top until I 
‘was four or five months pregnant. I had sec- 
ond thoughts buying it because I found it too 
pricey for something so simple.” 

Jackets. “When it comes to coverage and 
newscast, I'm a moody dresser. Sometimes, | 
‘want to look like a ball breaker. Sometimes, 1 
‘want to look sweet. So I have I-mean-business 
shirts. I wear them when 1 have interviews 
with personalities, politicians. 1 like mixing 
them with my fun shires. 

"1 have both stylish and structured jackets 
ог blazers. Structured jackets are more for- 
mal, tailored and a bit padded. I buy most of 
my structured blazers from Theme. They have 
my size. But I hardly wear them anymore. 

“Now I prefer those that are stylish and 
don't have pads. Mango has lots of them. 
They make you feel you're not so stiff and 
you're not so far from the audience. Its easy 
to move in them. 

“I usually wear my Abercrombie cotton 
Jacket when I go to the malls or to the gym. 1 
love the color, yellow and baby blue. I also 
have a light brown Chinese-collared cotton 
jacket I bought here. I like the way the collar 
folds.” 

Dresses. “I have my dresses made because 
need to have dresses. I's not really а prefer- 
ence. I don't like being in skirts. Mia Urquico 
makes most of my dresses, like this Chinese- 
inspired dress that I wore during a Chinese 
New Year coverage for ABS-CBN. Mia encour- 
ages me to be girly once ina while. 


COVERAGE CHIC she exudes when she wears these during coverage and newscasts, whether 
she wants to look sweet or businesslike 


=] wore this dress, also by Mia Urquico, at 
ту civil wedding. The style was by both of us, 
but it was mostly my idea. 1 liked a Narciso. 
Rodriguez dress that looks like this. was four 
months pregnant then so we decided on an 
empire cut. Mia is very good with details." 

Jeans. "Ive been wearing my favorite pair 
since college. I's so worn out. It’s my reliable 
comfy jeans.” 

Rubber shoes. "Ive had this worn-out 
DKNY pair since 1999, I don’t have to tie the 
Jaces and it goes with almost everything, I's 
perfect with jeans. I'm always wearing heels 
‘when I'm in the office, so when I'm outside 1 
like wearing rubber shoes. 

“My second favorite is my pair of red 
Pumas. I wore it when I visited Ground Zero. 
in New Yorka year after9/11.” 

Slip-ons. “I got these basic black heels on 
sale at Myx in Greenbelt. They're flirty be- 
cause you can tie them around your ankles. 
Even when theyre three and а half inches 
high, they're still comfortable. 

"My white slip-ons from Tyler are nice and 

and they go with a lot of things when I'm 
not working.” 

‘Accessories. “Even before they became in 
fashion, | already had a Swarovskistudded 
brooch, I thought I could never wear it. Now, 
it's in fashion. Too bad I lost it. What I have 
now is acrylic 

“Pearls are my basic accessories. 1 used to 
think pearls made me look old. Now, they go 
with a lot of corporate outfits, 

"These bracelets are from Souk. They're 
kind of pricey but they're worth it. I wear 
them often, and a lot of people think they're 
nice.” 

Bags. “I love big bags, but there are outfits 
that don't go with them, 

“love bright-colored bags, like this fuchsia 
bag made of coconut shells. 1 also like them 
with beads and prints. This white lacey bag is 

ially when you wear jeans." 
“1 bought a ‘Sex in the City’ book 
when I was in New York. It has a map of New 
York and tells all the memorable things that 
happened to the girls in che series, as well as 
where they bought their favorite outfits. 

"Tve just finished Dan Browns Фа Vinci 
Code: lis super-galing. Itsomehow answers a 
lot of questions about Christianity. I love the 
way he got out of the tangle of putting the 
Catholic Church and the Opus Dei in such а 
bad light.” 


WELL-HEELED. 
Flirty pair (above) 
and other high heels. 
(below) 

| 


WHITE WAY. From black and brown, she has 
switched to white and other clean colors. 


COOL DRESSING. Most of her dresses are by Mia Urquico (left) while many of her topsare 


LADY bag prefers them in bright colors beads, even coco shells sexy, casual ones from Nulla. 
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WEVE watched the 
episodes of GMA 7's new telenovela, 
“Forever їп My Heart," and can share 
the following observations: 

‘The series combines romance, mu- 
sic, action and fated love elements— 
unfortunately, in a rather ungainly 
and sometimes confusing combina- 
Чол, For instance, Regine Velasquez 
plays a wedding planner, but she 
breaks out into beautiful song at a 
wedding ceremony when the singer 
her company has hired has a prob- 


lem. 


Despite its 


even fantasy air, 


This is further exacerbated when 
the two leads plus Ariel Rivera are 
caught in a volcanic explosion that 
traps them in a hotel in Tagaytay. 
Regine and Ariel are in the same 


room, and incredibly 
spend their time to- 
gether trading im- 
sightful musings 
about life, love and 
"soul mates." 

"With the suffering 
carnage all around 
them, it’s the height 
of unteality for them 
to “sensitively” en- 
gage in such pro- 
found talk! 


Оп the other 
hand, the shows 
handling of the 


chaos after the vol- 
canic eruption is vi- 
sually dynamic and 
charged with gritty 
drama. Thats all to 
the good, and its un- 
fortunate that the 
smaller scenes in- 
volving the lead ac- 
tors weren't staged 
with similar realism. 

‘Another upbeat as- 
pect to the series is its 
“rediscovery” of Ariel 
Rivera, We've always 
felt that Ariel has 
been underutilized 
as an actor, so its 
good that GMA 7 has 
put him back in thes- 
pic harness. 

Well continue 
watching “Forever 
in My Heart” from 
time to time, and 
hope that it will be- 
come more believ- 
ably realistic from 
here on in. Sure, te- 
Jenovelas are gener- 
ally escapist produc- 
tions, but in these 
edgier times а 
greater sense of re- 
ality makes for bet- 
ter viewer empathy. 


New MTV shows 
“THE ASSISTANT" 
airs every Friday at 
10:30 pam. with re- 
plays at 5 pm. on 
Sunday and 1:30 
pm. on Monday. In 
the wacky reality 
show, 12 Hollywood 
wannabes want to 
break into the biz, 
but first have to sur- 
vive Andy Dick. 

“MTV Supahstar" 
is telecast every 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
Is time to meet the 
search's finalists. 
See what happens 
when casting direc- 
tors Tim Yap, An- 
drew E. and Radha 
pare down the tal- 
ents from Manila, 
Cebu, Davao and 
Baguio. 

"Rouge" will pre- 
miere at 7 p.m. on 
Oct. 7. Regular tele 
casts are at 8:30 p.m. 
every ‘Thursday. 
MTV's first ever re- 
gional series, which 
includes our Denise 
Laurel and Mariel 
Rodriguez, combine 
comedy, drama, ac- 
tion and style. 

"Rouge" is a team 
of four sophisticated 
professionals with 
good looks, musical 
talent and martial 
arts skills. From 
sold-out rock per- 
formances to break- 
ing up a nasty frater- 
nity, no task is im- 
possible for the 
"Rouge" ladies. 


Music conference 
THE FIRST Asian 
Music and Market- 
ing Conference will 
be held on Oct. 20 


action 
(Richard Gomez playsa rather shady 
character), facile touches like this 
give the series a rather frivolous and 
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Ungainly combination 


first three Ackerman. The welcome address, 
"The Emotional Power of Music," 
will be delivered by Ms Emily Abr- 
era, chairman emeritus, McCann-Er- 
ickson. 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor 
U. Torre. 


New series 
CARTOON Networks mew series, 
“Atomic Betty" premiered last Oct. 3. 
Itairs weekends at 9:30 a.m., with re- 
playsat6 p.m. 

Betty is a sweet and brainy girl to 
her family and friends, but when the 
galaxy beckons, she's transformed 
into “Atomic Betty, _ Galactie 
Guardian and Defender of the Cos- 

With the help of her copilot, 
Sparky, and her robot, X5, Betty zips 
around in her Galactic Starcruiser to 
battle super villains lke the Supreme 
Overload, Maximus LQ., and their 
henchmen. 


and 21 at the Edsa Shangri-la. The 
conference features music and 
marketing topics, campaign show- 
cases, workshops, clinics and ex- 
hibits. 

Te will also look into the impact of 
new technology on the way con- 
sumers use music, and the emergence 
of new markets. 

Evening events include live perfor- 
mances, new talent showcases and 
trade cocktails. 

Confirmed speakers include music 
marketer Ruth Simmons, Walt Dis- 
ney International's Raymund Mi- 
randa, and radio producer Steve 
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From page A35 
Kuh Ledesma Я 
POP DIVA Kuh Ledesma is marking her 25th 
year in show biz with a major concert, an in- 
spirational album, a techno compilation, edgy 
music videos, a Greatest Hits album, and а 
book of photos. Clearly, the lady is not about 
to rest on her many laurels, and is looking for- 
ward to more challenges to come. 


Blanchard Ryan 
PRIOR to her landing the plum role of Susan in 
“Open Water” Blanchard Ryan had starred in 
independent films like "My Sister's Wedding,” 
“Remembering Sex" and “Exceed,” and ap- 
peared in Fox Searchlight’ "Broken Lizards Su- 
з” and Kevin Smith's "Big Helium 
Dog,” She also had stints on "Sex and the City” 
"Open Water” has given Blanchard’s career a 
big boost. In the film, which opens here on Oct. 
6, she and Daniel Travis play scuba divers who 
suddenly discover that they have to face the 
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needs. 

His father doesn’t 
have to worry about 
anything any more. 
"ме taken care of 
things," says Mark. 
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Together % Eo * MIRCE p PG-13 
in 1 show for 
the first time 


EXPECT Basil Valdez to sing "Ngayon at 
Kailanman,” "Hanggang sa Dulo ng Walang 
Hanggan,” “Paano Bang Mangarap?," “Gaano 

Kadalas ang Minsan?” and his 


BLENDING. Serious-type Basil Valdez (far left) and funny all-around 
Rico. Puno 


д other his, 
= Rico J. Puno will once 
SHOW snore bring the audience 
TIME: to Luneta through hi 
МЕ. othe Way We Wer 
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E aran,” “Ganyan Pala Лама АНЯ G) rs 

ang Magmahal, “Damdamin” and others. ешн p 
‘The audience at the Araneta Coliseum on RESIDENT EVIL 2 

Friday, Oct. 8, will have added treats from pr 


the iconic artists. Basil will sing a rousing 


“Macho Guwapito,” а Rico J original, and к=н 
Rico J himself promises a dramatic 
“Tuwing Umuulan,” a Basil hit. PREMIERE THEATRE РЕЗЕ 89 
Together, Basil and Rico J will do the 5 = 
jazzy oldies recently revived by Michael 
Bublé plus hits by Магооп5, Simple Plan, aha 
Hoobastank and other current favorites. 
Best of all, they will once more pick up лен 
the guitar to recall their teenage years а: peep res stint 
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NICOLE JOY 


Pop Center 
introduces 
new singer 


THE CENTER for Pop 
Music — Philippines 
will introduce a new 
singing talent, Nicole. 
Joy, in a show called 
А New Journey" on 
Oct. 12 at 9 pm. at 
Dish. 

Nyoy Volante and 
Christian Bautista 
are the guest artists 
The show coincides 
with the 16th birth- 
day of Nicole Joy 
who was discovered 
by composer, аг 
Tanger and record 
producer Sunny Па- 
cad in an audition for 
multiplex singers. 

Nicole Joy will be. 
singing songs from 
her album, including 
Nyoy Volante's com- 
position "Maghihin- 
tay" The album was 
produced by Пасайз 
wife Sherbert, who 
now acts as her man- 
ager 

Nicole Joy trained 
at the Center for Pop 
Music — Philippines 
Inc. and was person- 
ally supervised by its 
founder and presi 
den, Butch Albar- 
тасіп, After her train- 
ing, she became a 
multiplex singer 

Among the other 
products of Center 
for Pop Music Phi 
pines а Sarah 
Geronimo, Erik San- 
tos, Rachelle Ann Go, 
Frenchy Dy, Sandara 
Park, Nina, Nyoy 
Volante, King, Josh 
Santana, Roselle Na- 
va, Dessa, Geneva 
Cruz and many oth- 
ers, 

Dish is at the, ABS- 
CBN Broadcasting 
Complex, Mother Ig- 
nacia Street, Quezon 
City 


Together 
in 1... 


From page A37 
struggling folk 
singers. 

Ай in all, the Viva. 
Concerts show, “The 
Way We Were," will 
be a memorable 
evening of great 
music as Basil and 
Rico J perform to- 
gether for the first. 
time on stage. 

Although ^ both 
rose to fame during 
the 705, they have 
never sang together 
in one show Їй the 
past 30 years. It is 
generally. believed 
that this is because. 
of their contrasting 
styles. Rico is con- 
sidered an all- 
around entertainer 
who is also a natural 
comedian. Basil is 
the serious type 
who is famous for 
his — inspirational 
recordings. 

"The Way We 
Were" is another 
project of Viva Co: 
certs in cooperation 
with Smart Gold 
and media partners 
The Philippine Star, 
Peoples — Tonight 
and Myx. It is direct- 
ed by Al Quinn with 
Mel Villena as mi 
cal director. 

Tickets are 
P1,500, P1200, 
P1,000, 450. 
P250, ‘and P150. 
They are available 
at all SM Ticketnet 
outlets and the 
Araneta Coliseum. 
Call 911-5555 for 
inquiries. 
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нонояостовеналон i ENTERTAINMENT ..... А 
You haven't heard me sing these songs before, says 'Singer' Ogie 


ONE of the seasons most anticipated musical Ogie's repertoire, arranged by musical direc- to something new, something different from j 8, Sarah Geronimo on Oct. 9, and Nyoy 
events is Ogie Aasids Music Museum concert, tor Archie Castillo. what they'veheard in my previousconcens.” ~~, SHOW 7 Хаме the Mannos on both nights. 
‘Opie Alcaid...1AmaSinges” on Oct.8and9. "They haven't heard mesing thesesongsbe- Тһе concert repertoire includes hits ri Tickets are P1,500, P1,100 and P700 and 
ведан Татта бтраз оп оа. Балі fore, guarantees Ogie. "I want to treat people nally sung by Най Alejandro, Rico J. Puno, TIME are available at Ticketworld, 721-0635, and 
Ryan Cayabyab, Marco Sison, Basil Valdez, È <i Music Museum, 691-5610. 
iig, Rey Valera, Ric Segreto and 
iewillalsosing Fra Lippo Lip- 
nd other favorites. 
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ENTERTAINMEN 
Commercials as great mo 


By Nini Valera. 


А FILMMAKER once said the best 

movies are television commercials. 
То this day, about two decades 

after first came across the concept, 

the observation still applies to TV 

ads, Like movies, great TV commer- 

cials (ТУС) have a plausible story 

line, a plot twist, outstanding cine- 

matography a credible payof, a hit 

song or jingle or musical score, a 

briliant cast, a catchy slogan—all 

squeezed into 30 glorious seconds, 

60 if client has tons of money to 

spend on exorbitant media buys. 

Which makes commercials harder 

to do than fulltength movies, ac- р 

cording to the same filmmaker. я THE CANNES Lion has remained elusive to the Filipino ad man. 
Take this years Grand Prix 

winner at the Cannes Intemna- 

tional Advertising Festival odorant TVC. 

“Mountain” for Sony Play Station "To ensnare a Lion in the vast 

Ey jungle that is international adver- 
A 60-seconder, the TVC opens tising is, as we've all experienced, 

with a long-haired man seated on a very tough job,” said Ms Ro- 


the ledge of a building overlook- = 3 mualdez. "But it can and will be 
fng a chy. With just thechild ear ADBOARD'S Cerge Remonde (left) and PDI's Sandy Prieto-Romualdez (third from lefi) presentTVad done. Like you, our paper also 


SA, Templ gig "pe  swardstemenezBasics Don Sevilla IIi (second from left) and Joey Мега. meYciwaccaCAmO strives to come up with innova- 


Gospel Train/Get On Board Lil winners at Cinema 2 in Greenbelt sador Madam Renee Veyret as to win a Lion. The highest "ons that lend themselves to the 
Children" from the 1936 film in Makati City as part of the guest of honor, and industrial- achievement so farby alocalad dynamic and creative nature of 
“Temples” as musical score toa CannesLions in Manila, organized ist Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ay- agency in Cannes is a bronze 2dvertising. However eight-page 
massive buildup of mountain of by the Philippine Daily Inquirer, ala П as keynote speaker. Hosts win for a direct marketing col. 1010005, scented ads, floating 
bodies, the ad ends with “fun, the official Cannes Festival repre- were Ces Drilon and Pinky lateral by BCD Pinpoint. Three Placements and the like have no 
anyone?” and the the slogan sentative, and the Advertsing Webb. local advertising agencies, impact without new ideas chal- 
“play the world on line.” Board of the Philippines. The ex- “Filipinos are among the most however, made it as finalists lenging them. We hope this five- 

Shot in a soccer stadium in hibit showcased 300 Lion winners artistic people in the world,” said this year: BBDO Guerrero Опе. бау festival will also open more 
Brazil using 500 extras the ай al- бот all over the globe. PDI president and chief executive ga for its print and billboard пем doors of creative collabora- 
So won for TBWA/London the Li- i office Alexandra Work om FedEx, TBWA/Sania- ton between advertisers and the 
on for excellence in music. Very tough job mualdez in her welcome remarks go Mangada Puno for Adidas теба they use. 

‘The 60-second spot was viewed The exhibit opening last atthe opening. print ads and billboards, and Catching up 
lastweekalongwith other Cannes Monday had French Ambas- А Filipino, however, has yer Jimenez/Basic for a Bench de. СО ео по Cannes in France. 
stranger to that jungle. In 2001, We 
hesnaredalioninCannesaspar Beyond winning 
of a regional ereative team that — AdBoard Chair Cerge Ве 
worked on the FedEx account. monde announced in his speech 

“I know what it’ like to go up last Monday that the AdBoard 
von stage, butTdliketodoitforan had secured half a million pesos 
agency here as well" said Guer- for next years representatives 
Tero. "We want to do it now for He said the AdBoard also allotted 
ourlocal client.” $2,000 for any local adman who 

Bur more than winning, i's wins a bronze, silver or gold in 
knowing what the benchmarks any category of the ad derby. 
are for great advertising For ТВМА Tong Puno, being 

“Advertising people need to in Cannes for the advertising fes- 
know what is the best work in the tival goes beyond winning. 
world," said Guerrero.“Ithinkwe “I's being aware of what goes 
will catch up very quiddy We ол," Punosaid."Ithink its more of 
have been behind a long time be- ал education for our creative peo- 
cause we have been quiteisolated ple. Being exposed to this kind of 
in terms of foreign talents who competition wil lead to learning 
come here to work, unlike in Sin- curve about benchmarking our 
gapore or Hong Kong where alot work against the rest of the world. 
of foreigners come to work. Not We haven't been doing that so we 
that they're better, but they bring think we're doing okay.” 

a fresh perspective. A fresh per What would it take to win a Li- 
spective always helps.” onin Cannes? 

Access to the annual Cannes “1 guess you just have to push 
Lion will be made easier next and push until you make it, said 
year as the Advertising Board of Evans Sator, who art directed the 
the Philippines will bankroll Adidas ads. ‘You just have to keep 
the trips of local admen to ontrying.” 


ZOBELDE AYALA 


Tunay na nakakataba ng puso na sa araw at gabi naming pagsusumikap na maitiatid 
ang mga pinakahuling Байа, mahahalagang impormasyon at serbisyong makahulugan at napapanahon 
ay naparangalan ng sampung natatanging parangal ang DZMM sa 13th Golden Dove Awards ng KBP. 


Maraming salamat sa inyo, mga tagapakinig, 
sa aming mga kasama sa KBP at mga advertisers. 


Outstanding AM Radio Station in the Philippines 
DZMM 


* Outstanding Public Affairs * Outstanding Magazine 
Program - Radio Talk Show Host for Radio 


KORINA SA UMAGA JULIUS BABAO Salma Hayek to star in 


* Outstanding Newscast - Radio * Outstanding Public Service 


n , 
7 AM RADYO PATROL BALITA Program Host for Radio Betty La Fea for US TV 
* Outstanding Radio Newscaster Sen. ALFREDO LIM | 
ANGELO PALMONES + Outstanding Radio Drama à popular across Latin America, 


n j shell Salma Hayek hasteamedup making йз lead acres, Апа 
. Outstanding Radio Special ANG MGA PAYO NI COMPAÑERO with a US television producer to Maria Ол слао уны 
UPDATE RAG е SERA Д adapt the popular Colombian nem and in Spain: Воку а Fea 
< Outstanding Public Service Radio Ad Soap opera “Betty la Rea for US isrestoryofashorcon-ooks but 
“TANGO” ELECTION PLUG "V a Hollywood trade publica- effective secretary who falls in 
tion repond Wednesday. love with her boss, who heads a 
s Lifetime Achievement Award "The “telenovela” would be fashion design company. 


broadcast on ABC television, said Hayek, 38, starred ina telenov- 
FRANKIE EVANGELISTA Variery 


ela in her native Mexico when she 
The Oscar-nominated actress was 22. She starred in the action 
has partnered with producer Ben flicks “Desperado” and "Wild 
RADYO PATROL Silverman, who owns the rights Wild West.” Her role as the eccen- 
SAIS TRENTA 10"Usly Вепуг to bring an hour- tic Mexican painter Frida Kahlo 
‘UNA SA ВАША UNA SA PUBLIC SERVICE long version of the show to the іп the film "Frida" earned her a 


US, the magazine said. best actress nomination at the 
The telenovela was hugely 2003 Oscars. AFP 


award from Remonde and Sandy Prieto-Romualdez. 
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CURRENCIES 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


September due to worries over shrinking household earn- 
ings, but would likely pick up over the next 12 months 
starting the fourth quarter of this year, a new Bangko Sen- 


very first consumer expectations 
survey (CES) in the first week of 


A negative DI indicates an un- 
favorable view, except for unem- 


AsofS pm. Oct. 1,2004 


Transit Authority, believing the 
move was practical considering 
the uncertainty of whether the 
LKTA could still afford to repay 

the borrowings. 

Finance Undersecretary 
Nieves Osorio said the DOF 
‘would revive its old proposal 
то Congress to increase the 
authorized capital of the LRTA 
зо that the national govem- 
ment could place more equity 
into the mass transport agency 

As of December 2003, АТАБ 
authorized capital stood at P3 
bilion. The national govem- 
menť’s advances to the agency have 
already reached P1.9 bilion as of Aug. 
31 this year. Advances cover the amount of ma- 
tured borrowings of a state-owned company 
that the national government agrees to shoul- 
der and collec later from the company. 


STOCK MARKET 


Bullish sentiment seen to continue 


ANALYSTS stil see a bullish 
stock market in the coming 
weeks, boosted by prospects of 
better corporate earnings and the 
expected passage of tax reform 
‘measures to help plug the gov- 
‘emment’s budget shortfall. 

Despite some profit-taking 
early last week, the composite 
Index managed to break record highs, surging 24 points or 1.36 percent 
10 1787.25. This was the market's highest close since April 10, 2000. 

"The market opened weaker due to some profit taking after the late 
rally (the previous) week. In the first three days of the trading week, we 
fost 21 points but this was recovered in the last two sessions (where the 
Phisix gained 45 points) due to bargain hunting and foreign buying." 
BPI Trade said in its weekly report. 

Credit Lyonnais head of research Alfred Dy expects the market to re 

BULLISH Bs 


ex 


(See neck arc report on Page B6) 


LRT coaches 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo 
Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 


chasing assets during the period 
BSP Officerin-Charge Armando 
Surat said ina statement. 


was a good time to buy assets 
like a house and/or lot, consumer 


Osorio said the DOF had been pushing fora. 
bill chat would increase the authorized capital 
of the LRTA several years ago, but Congress 
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onsumer confidence weak 


By Doris C. Dumlao “With the expected decline inin- percent of those who planned to 
DIC! come in the third quarter of 2004, buy motor vehicles intended to 
LOCAL consumer confidence was weak from July to respondents were cautious in pur- use them for business while 33 


percent would use them as ser- 
vice vehicles for their families. 
‘On the other hand, respon- 


А ay the! Based on the buying conditions dents who considered it a bad 
Ms T cec. ILLIC survey showed. index, henoted thatonly three out time to buy any of these assets 
Д I ‘The BSR which conducted its negative for a givenindicator of 10 sample households thought said they had “no money, no sav- 


ings, assets have high prices, and 
basic needs like food and educa- 


^ ТЕЕ S {_Dulyeolaborated with theNation- ployment, interest rate and infla- durables and motor vehicles. tion are their priorities.” 
Th ILS S al Statistics Office to complement боп rate where a negative Diin. Anticipating a moderaterisein From a negative 40.5-percent 
^ Ї i 1 its quarterly business expectations dicates the opposite. "income in the next 12 months, DI in the third quarter, consumer 
al | Арт. Oet. 1,2004 survey. The new CES survey was _ Respondents expected their Suratos said respondents would expectations for the fourth quar- 
uuum cU fami. famiy income 1o decine byan remain prudent п Thei decison ter showed an improvement at 
IRE кк кош i lyfnancalsitation leveoffumi. average of 4.3 percent compared tobuyassets negative 8.1 percent as one com- 
киен ly income, and economic condi- toa year ago. About two out of 10 house- ponentofthe index, level of fami- 
Oxtber 1, 2004 two рин dons of the county. "The major concerns of respon- holds either intended or were un- ly income, turned positive com- 
Сату Unt Байтен шшш Equivalent Based on the third quarter sur- dents with negative expectations decided whether to buy a house pared to the third quarter where 
per aros 10000 562750 vey halfofthe sample households during the third quarter were the and/or lot, consumer durable or ll three components registered 
Joan y үт. 00700 000982 GSI? inthe National CaptalRegionrat- lack of work or permanent work, motor vehicle in the next 12 negative indices 
— v-— 007990 101900 101294 ed their present economic situa- decreasing income, low salary months. More respondents in- For the fourth quarter, family 
Бидат Fane 010805 012000 Ом tion as “worse,” 40.5 percent “sta; high cost of living, personal in- tended to buy consumer durables income was estimated to rise by 
Grata Donar Gear 079089 Ми; ble” and only 9.5 percent “better” debtedness, and graft and cor- than house and/or lot or motor ап averige of 0.8 percent, in 
Singapore бош amam ossza 8180 compared to a year ago. This re- ruptioninthegovemment vehicles. creasing further to an average of 
— El 059170 0725508 407007 sued in a negative 40.S-percent ^ On the other hand, those with Тһозе who thought favorably 39 percent a year ahead. This 
заалаа ш Amea 00500) "isses diffusion index (DI), computed as positive expectations during the about buying conditions and in- was a reversal of the slowdown 
Brune Dolar 0979978 089006 39311 а share of households that an- quarter anticipated increases intentions regarded prices ofthe as- expected in the third quarter. 
ГТ Rupiah Domos 0000 Ой  swered in the afirmative les the domesic and overseas income, sets as reasonable with good in. — Wih the expected improve 
UAE Dirham DOS 02724 103018 Share of those who replied in the wages, employment and savings. stallment terms. In addition, 67 BSP/B4 
Б. ст шш шш 
Ита - sse , 
бап йш Gases 035040 197045 - АМ: G VAT 
E ш е ums би P2-BGOVTLOANS ov't eyes УА 
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OB. LRTA debt conversion set on bus, j 
Monica DONE NEU ам 
Gu uel [= к Е Nversion Set on bus, jeepney 
И M S. 
Soie Ran бї бил 8890 By Michelle V. Remo oper: ators 
mo RO WS ue m 
Wue Бә 000 oros T8. THE NATIONAL goverment mens to con THE DEPARTMENT of Finance is consider- 
vert into equity some P2 billion їп accumulat- > 
Tawan Moor 00050 0и 1e veinte eq some PO biti Rail ing placing the publictransport indus- 
апааа Bonar 000000 0008220 0029 loans to the heavily losing Light Rail try—including jeepney and bus opera- 


tors—under the value-added tax system to 
complement moves to impose VAT on 
petroleum products. ^ 

According to Finance Undersecretary 
Grace Tan, the DOF was studying the pos- 
sibility of imposing VAT, to replace the cur- 
rent percentage tax, on public transport 
utilities to allow them to use the input- 
output tax mechanism under the VAT sys- 
tem. 

Since the imposition of VAT on petroleum 
products will increase their operating cost, 
public transport operators could be allowed 
to partly or fully recover the additional ex 
pense to be caused by the 10-percent VAT on 
petroleum through the tax system's input- 
output mechanism. 

Under this scheme, a business owner is al- 
lowed to declare as input credits the amount 
of VAT he or she paid for materials necessary 
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GenSan tuna firms: Models of Mindanao business | 
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CiU abroad in promoting RP 


By Ronnel W. Domingo and aging populations in most 
European countries. 
‘THE GOVERNMENT must create — "Counties Ше India, Thailand 
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doctors working abroad tp pro- this" Schumacher said. "We hope the 
i mote the country as a destination Philippines would realize that health 
Run fast with confidence & style. — 1 sss асално 
cal services. important business to look int.” 
Henry J. Schumacher executive Не said that in 2003 alone, the 
эке president of the European three Asian countries attracted 
Chamber of Commerce of the more than 600,000 patients and 
Philippines, estimated that there generated some $500 million in 
are about 70000 nurses in the revenues. 
United Kingdom alone and maybe Ви Schumacher said that while 
athousand inhisnativeGermany. service infrastructure was more 
During an interview, Schu- advanced іп India, Thailand and 
табет said that out of the 8 mil Singapore, the Philippines still 
lion or so Filipinos working over- had an advantage for its "pockets 
seas, there were about 500,000 of English-speaking areas.” 
health care and medical profes- Even then, the government 
sionals who could help the gov. should ensure that the quality ofed- 
ernment promotethe country. — сабот for doctors, health profes- 
"These are professionals who sionals and nurses be maintained. 
have surely madea lotof patients "Тһеге will surely be a rush to 
happy in those counties," Schu- put up schools, and it happen- 
hours” macher said. “They would be the ing now,” Schumacher sai 
4.5 re best ambassadors who can tell Thismaylead toa decline in the 
NEC VERSA EZO maray un Europeans that there are many quality of graduates, he added. 
FREE professionals like them back Aside from that, the ECCP offi- 
O% EE „ bome, where services are more cial said the country needed to 
moe y= affordable than in Europe." address its image problems on 
Although there is no large- health and hygiene, as well as 
scale movement of European peace and stability. 
health care seekers toAsian desti- “(There is also) a need to ac- 
nations аг the moment, expect credit Philippine hospitals. with 
: 2 something like this to happen in public health care systems in the 
— the future, Schumacher said, cit- United States, Europe and Japan, 
"nef Cestino" Мома Technology д ing the rising costs, overbur- and with private sector health in 
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Foreign firms seek gov't guarantee on validity of BOT contracts 


By Ronnel W. Domingo SUTTHSADAND 
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THE EUROPEAN Chamber of Commerce last 
week expressed support for the government's 
move in pushing for amendments to the 
Build-Operate-Transfer law. 

ECCP executive vice president Henry J. 
Schumacher said in an interview that, in par- 
ticular, business foreign groups wanted the 
law fo ensure that contracts would be hon- 
огей and that the judicial courts would not 
touch business deais. 

"There has to be more guarantee against the 
unpredictability of the Supreme Court changing 
the rules; Schumacher said. "We want the law to 
state that contracts are valued in this country" 

He said this was а general sentiment 
among foreign business groups, including the 
Japanese and the Americans. 

“Tm sure we can get more infrastructure 
firms to invest in the Philippines, but such 
firms want some positive signals like the 
opening of the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport Terminal 3," he added. 

Naia Terminal 3 has been the subject of tiga 
tion since the Supreme Court ruled in May 2003 
that all five contracts related tothe project were. 
void, saying these violated the BOT lav. 

Concessionaire Fraport AG, a German firm, 
had sought arbitration with the International 
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It just keeps getting 
better and better. 


Introducing, InFocus X2 - the next 
level to the phenomenal Xil 


Infocus X2, the new and improved 
занашу digital projector that 
shines during the workday, and on. 
into an entertaining evening. All 
youll ever need for work and beyond 
packed in a powerful package 
guaranteed to give you twice the 
‘edge over your presentations even as 
it doubles the excitement of your 
home entertainment. 


InFocus X2 
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fastfood chains of 2003 
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апа cash-in on our 14 year track record of profits. 
Turn-key franchises start as low as P650,000.00 
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So premium you get more! 


Easy Tracking 

Comes with a Record Book that you can update in any PSBank branch. Reconciling your transactions 
is made easier as the check number you issued appears in the Record Book. It's like having a 
statement of account anytime. 


Accessibility 
Access cash day and night thru any Bancnet ATM nationwide and Cirrus ATM worldwide. Use it also 
as a debit card to shop and pay in affiliated establishments here and abroad. 


Convenience 

Quickly encash checks, make deposits, and do other transactions in any of our branches with our 
Electronic Signature Verification System. You'll get personalized service in all of our 

121 branches nationwide. 


What's more, it's a checking account that earns interest too. 
That's Premium Checking for you! 


OPEN AN ACCOUNT NOW. 
Visit any of our 121 branches nationwide. 
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This announcement appears as a matter of record only 


E STANDARD INSURANCE CO., INC. | 
The Insurance Standard 


(The Cooperative Partner of Zurich Financial Services) 


Standard Insurance Co., Inc. reissued on September 21, 2004 its consolidated audited 
financial statements for the years 2003 and 2002 to fully conform with the generally accepted 
accounting principles in the Philippines (GAAP). Correspondingly, the Report of Independent 


Auditors, SGV & Co., states: 


In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements present fairly, in all materials respects, 
the financial position of Standard Insurance Co., Inc. and its subsidiaries as of December 
ars then 
ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the Philippines. 


31, 2003 and 2002. and the results of their operations and their cash flows for the 


Presented below are the financial highlights for the year ended December 31, 2003 of the 
reissued consolidated financial statements of Standard Insurance Co.. Inc. and Subsidiaries, 
and those of eStandard Insurance Corporation (formerly Zurich General Insurance Philippines, 


Inc.), one of the wholly-owned subsidiaries. 


Reissued eStandard 
Consolidated Insurance 


Net Premiums Income 251,002,209 563.874.617 
Premiums earned 224,193,573 100. 108.536 
Net Underwriting Income 347.690.036 117.924.923 


Net Income 159.646.586 46.092.942 


Total Assets 7.319.125 
Total Liabilities .543:604.777 л 
Stockholders’ Equity 753.115.348. 312.803.324 
Capital Stock 600.000.000 250,000,000 


(The consolidation of eStandard Insurance. was effected in December 1, 
2003 and the columns above are not additive. However, the combined 
het premium income. premiums earned and net underwriting income would 
indicate the group's overall revenues.) 


rene on 


RP lures 
$421M in 
‘hot money’ 
By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES 
raked in $421.1 mil- 
lion worth of net for- 
eign portfolio invest- 
ments or “hot mon- 
ey” in the first nine 
months of the year, 4 
percent better than 
the inflow posted a 
year ago, the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas 
reported. 


ly 45 percent in the 
same period last year, 
still on track with the 
government's target 
Tange of 4.9-5.8 per- 
cent for the full year. 
RPLURES BS 


Standard Insurance would like to extend its apology if the company's past audited 
financial statements qualified by its auditors under GAAP may have been misinterpreted 
or have misled the public in general, its clients and financial institutions. Standard 


Insurance previously agreed to its auditors’ qualification on its а 


ited financial statements 


in adherence to transparency and full disclosure. The qualified audited financials were 


never intended to mislead or misinform the public in any way. 


Standard Insurance is committed to continuously improve the quality of service to the 
insuring public by raising the standards of competency and professionalism, and through 


integrity. 


STANDARD INSURANCE CO., INC., The Insurance Standard bas the highest Paid-up Capital in tbe 
Industry at P600,000,000.00; Backed-up by Reinsurets highly rated by Standard & Poor's: Accredited with most Banks & 


Financial Institutions; Quality Manageme 


"Systems-ISO 9000-2001 Certified: Widest branch network located in key cities of 


the country: The leader in Motorcar Insurance and a Major Player in Non-life Insurance: The only insurance company with its 


own Technical Department which provides Technical Assistance all over he counry 


"Té Nos: Head Ое (0200-7777 Corporate Marketing Group - (250-0778 Metro Маайа Branches Caloocan (0255680854, 
Hed fice Branch - (0222-1472, Makat  (02)891 1041, Оциз = (077244024, Ayala - (2 8940753, West Avenue - (024153772, 


Metro Cebu -(032 254433), Metro Danno - (082 21229 
Webstelp/wwwstadnlinsecom Emal uaryusanddamuuncscnm 
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Fiscal incentives 


ONE of the major culprits for the 
current fiscal crisis is the huge 
amount of foregone revenues 
from fiscal incentives of all sort. 
These take the form of outright 
tax exemptions, income tax holi- 
days, tax credits and reduced tax- 
es for designated beneficiary 
firms or industries. The govem- 
рех estimates these to have 
en worth P741 billion over the 
last five years, and P175 billion 
for the year 2003 alone. With a 
targeted national government 
budget deficit of P198 billion, 
most of it could have already 
been made up for by these rev- 
enues lost due to fiscal incentives 
The call, then, has been to “ratio- 
najize” fiscal incentives, and a 
corresponding bill has been filed 
in Congress by no less than House 
Speaker Jose de Venecia Л. as 
part of the administration mea- 
Sures to address the fiscal crisis. 


Culture of exemptions 
Given the sheer number fiscal 
incentives granted to various types 
of enterprises or economic activi- 
ties, it would seem that in our 
economy, tax exemptions are the 
rule rather than ... well, the ex- 
‘emption. House economic affairs 
‘committee chair Rep. Joey Salceda 
recently remarked that Filipinos 
seem to have a culture of exemp- 
tions. Everyone can think of a good 
reason why he or his uncle should 
be allowed to pay less than the 
usual amount of taxes due, or no 
taxes at all. And the troublesome 
реп is, they actually get i, thanks 
to lawmakers who are all too sym- 
pathetic—and all too eager to win 
reelection votes. Hence, there are 
now at least 110 existing laws and 
statutes that grant significant fiscal 
incentives to various types of en- 
terprises or transactions. 


Who gets them? 

Of the P175 billion lost to in- 
centives, the single biggest 
‘chunk, P157 billion, is attributed 
то the tax and duty exemptions 
(PIS2 billion) and income tax 
holiday (PS billion) granted un- 
der RA 7916 or the Peza Law to 
firms in export processing zones. 
These are the incentives justified 
as needed to attract foreign in- 
vestors into the country. The sec- 
ond biggest piece (P10.4 billion) 
is attributed to tax subsidi 
granted under EO 93 to certain 
government corporations, no- 
tably NEA (P9.7 billion), LRTA 
(P639 million) and a sprinkling 
of others. Other tax incentives go 
to LGUs, the BSR PTV-4, the Zam- 
boanga Special Economic Zone, 
Pagcor, the National Museum, 
National Dairy Authority, and the 
Comelec, to name a few. Also 
benefiting are labor unions, coop- 
eratves, jewelry industry im- 
ропз, aviation fuel imports of 
PAL, Cebu Pacific and Aboitiz, 
fishing vessel importations, and a 
host of many others. Add to this 
the exemptions from the VAT en- 
joyed by lawyers, doctors and 
other professionals, housing de- 
velopers, book and magazine 
publishers, and many others. 
These are mere samplers out of a 
long list that takes Salceda nine 
fine-print Powerpoint frames to 
show his audiences. 


Attracting investors 
Fiscal incentives need not be 
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bad if they yield benefits that out- 
‘weigh the costs to the economy in 
the form of foregone revenues. Do 
they? At this time when the cash- 
strapped government is passing 
around the hat just to help narrow 
the deficit, this question begs to be 
asked, item by item. 

The biggest chunk is lost to 
centives meant to attract in- 
vestors This has been a perennial 
debate between DOF and DTI. 
DOF worries about the magnitude 
of directly foregone revenues. DTI 
argues that the revenues we lose 
now will be more than regained 
from other tax collections that will 
grow with multiplied economic 
activities resulting from the at- 
tracted investments, Who's right? 

has not been pos- 
this quantitatively, 
as even the best economic models 
find it difficult to attribute actual 
‘economic growth to specific policy 
variables, especially as the exter- 
nal environment keeps changing. 
The other issue is on whether the 
incentives are even critical in at- 
tracting those investments. Critics 
point to the numerous studies and 
surveys that have shown other fac- 
tors (eg. infrastructure, peace 
and order, political stability) to be 
higher up in the list of factors de- 
termining the decision of investors 
‘on whether or not to locate here. 
Proponents argue that we need to 
at least align our incentives with 
ош neighboring competitors. 1 do 
not believe the debate will ever be 
settled definitively. 


Pandora's box 

Other incentives are justified 
on the basis of a wide range of po- 
litical, social or (often outdated) 
economic grounds. An examina- 
tion of the long list of exemptions 
makes this immediately appar- 
ent, Many of the economic justifi- 
cations amount to giving prefer- 
ential treatment to identified 
“winners” (e.g. publishing, jewel- 
ту), an exercise that economists 
are always wary of due tothe eco- 
nomic distortion that results, as 
against a situation with a level 
playing field. The whole system 
has become a Pandora's box that 
is too complicated, duplicative, 
fragmented, inefficient and ad- 
ministratively costly to imple- 
ment. As such, it has been prone 
to abuse (Le. fraudulent claims, 
"double-dipping") and has per- 
mitted "incentive shopping" to 
‘maximize incentive availment. As 
Neda chief in the 1990s, 1 used to 
get a regular report from the Tar- 
iff Commission, a Neda attached 
agency, on incentive availments. 
The reports consistently showed 
about half of the availments to 
have been spurious or without 

lid basis. 
Culture of exemptions? Hm- 
mm. Maybe ГЇ start a lobby for 
tax exemptions for newspaper 
columnists. Who knows—with 
the sheer number of us around, 
we just might get ít. 

Comments welcome ш 
chabito@ateneo.edu 


Foreign firms seek ... 


From page B2 


Center for the Settlement of In- 
vestment Disputes. 

Schumacher said that as long 
as the Terminal 3 issue was not 
resolved, regardless of who was 
found at fault, there might never 
be new infrastructure invest- 
ments from foreign firms. 

“This isa visible sign that BOT 

does not work under the current 
system. I can’t see any BOT pro- 
ject that has not gone sour,” he 
said. 
The official noted that while 
the Terminal 3 contracts were 
voided, other BOT project such as 
those in the power sector were 
subjected to renegotiation. 


BSP survey . 


mentin family income and the rise 
їп prices of goods and services in 
the fourth quarter, family spend- 
ing for basic commodities could 
rise by an average of 4.5 percent 
during the period. Food and elec- 
tricbillsare expected to dominate 
their household expenditure. 
“Based on these expectations, 
icis likely that the growth rate in 
personal consumption expendi- 
tures would increase modestly 
starting in the fourth quarter and 


“That is ironic because the 
Philippines made a buzz and 
landed in the front pages of news- 
papers around the world when 
the BOT law was passed. It was a 
‘groundbreaking event.” 

The first BOT law, RA No. 
6957, vias enacted in 1990 and 
brought into the local power sec- 
tor investments amounting to 
$2.68 billion. 

RA 7718 later amended the 
original law to increase private 
sector investment in infrastruc- 
ture. In the five years up to 1999, 
arotal of $15.78 billion in private 
investment was made in the pow- 
er, transport, water, information 
and communication technology 
and property development. 


m 


will continue for the next 12 
months," Sura'os said. 

"Within the next 12 months, 
under the new administration, 
respondents expected greater 
stability in prices, power cost, 
household income, jobs and in- 
vestment, Crime тше is expected 
to decline," he adds 

However the survey showed that 
unemployment and interest rates 
‘were expected to riseand the peso 
to weaken in the next 12 months. 
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Metrobank to the rescue 


METROBANK has stepped in to 


bail its director Felipe Alfonso out 
ofthe soz Sion жаш pepe: COCKTALES 
trated on him by a car salesman. 

‘According to the grapevine, no о 
les than Metrobank president Victor C. 
Antonio Abacan has called the Agustin 


various parties to а meeting this 
afternoon in an effort to settle the 
competing claims amicably. 

Alfonso, the chair of the bank's 
risk management committee, is 
facing estafa complaints from a 
car dealer who received bad per- 
sonal checks as payment for a 
Lamborghini Murcielago, a BMW 
645 Ci, and a BMW X3. 

То those who may have failed 
to read Friday's column, Alfonso, 
а former president of the Asian 
Institute of Management, admit- 
ted to issuing four pre-signed 
blank checks to Anthony Bitanga, 
owner of the Six Speed car acces- 
sories shop in The Fort, to cover 
for alleged court-related expens- 
es in Batangas. 

Аз it tumed out, the Batangas 
court problem of Alfonso had just 
been a scheme perpetrated by Bi- 
tanga, who instead used the checks 
to acquire the brand-new luxury 
vehicles from another dealer. 

The first of the four checks, for 
P4 million, cleared and went to 
pay for the ХЗ sports utility vehi- 
dle. But the rest bounced, but not 
after Bitanga had already taken 
possession of the two other more 
expensive cars and subsequently 
resold or mortgaged them. 

After his name appeared in this 
column Friday, financier JP Lo- 
motan called up to clarify that he 
was merely trying to mediate 
among the parties involved as he 
knew both buyer and seller аз 
well asthe middleman, 

Lomotan said he does not know 
the whereabouts now of either Bi- 
tanga or the Murcielago, but hint- 
ed thatthe sports coupe, which Bi- 
tanga was trying to dispose of for 
P20 million—as against the man- 

ufacturer suggested retail price of 
$281,400—had been pawned toa 
third party for only P7 million. 

"The missing yellow Murcielago 
had for some time been displayed 
in front of the Six Speed car ac- 
cessories shop, right past the 


Fort. 
Not only did it 


ber issues. 


P132-M house 
COCOBANK is 


Acacia Avenue. 
the house and 


translates to 
P13,235 a square. 


it used to be d 


tain their oficial 


(Clarification: 


Mercedes Benz dealership, in The 


tention of passing motorists, but. 
also that of motoring magazines 
Top Car and CI, which both fea- 
tured the Italian muscle car, ap- 
parently the only Murcielago in 
the country today, in their Octo- 


(Correction: AIM, not Alfonso, 
was a Ramon Magsaysay awardee 
in 1995 when Alfonso received 
the award in his school's behalf.) 


132.35-milion staring price, one 
of the more expensive house and 
loc packages in the country today. 
‘The choice property 
1217.92.5q.m. house on a one- 
hectare lot in Ayala Alabang’s 


‘At the asking price, the cost of 


Cocobank is even willing to ac- 
cept a 10-year payment plan for 
the property, at 10-percent down 
and 11-percent interest. 

Bank officials declined to dis- d 
cuss the provenance of the prop- 
епу; according to the grapevine, 


attract the at- 


auctioning, at 


lot effectively 
a reasonable 
meter. 


residence of the 


late Commissioner Angel Limjoco 
Jr. of the Marcos-era Securities 
and Exchange Commission. 
‘Acacia, incidentally, is home to 
the Zobels, the Pardos, the Madri- 
gals, and the Aranetas, where the 
subdivision lots are in the 10,000- 
square-meter cuts. Two senators 
ofthe republic, Ramon Magsaysay 
Jr. and Rodolfo Biazon, also main- 


residences along 


the gilded avenue. 


"The two upper 


Le Triomphe penthouses that PS- 
Bank is trying to unload-used to 
belong to the family of Rolando 
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BPI fails in bid 
to buy Indon bank 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE AYALAS! Bank of the Philippine Islands 
and its offshore allies were knocked out of the 
race for a controlling stake in PT Bank Perma- 
ta Tbk, Indonesia's seventh biggest lender. 

BPI executive vice president Aurelio Monti- 
nola Ш said the bank had teamed up with In- 
donesia's Bank Danamon, Ulcbased Barclays 
Bankand Temasek Holdings of Singapore to bid 
for Bank Permata, which is being privatized. 

“We were not included in the shortlist,” he 
told reporters in an interview. 

Up for grabs was a Sl-percent interest in the 
Jakarta-based bank valued at about $382 million 
‘After the recent shortisting of bidders, the win- 
meris expected to be announced by December. 

Permata has more than 300 branches in In 


Tra: 


SEMINARS (as of September 23, 2004) 


donesia and 29 trillion rupiahs of assets atthe 
end of 2003. The Indonesian government, 
which controls 97 pércent of the bank, also 
plans to unload а 20-percent stake through 
the stock market later this year 

Nevertheless, Montinola said ВРІ was 
proud to have been invited by these foreign 
institutions to be part of their consortium and 
noted that the bank could make use of a simi- 
Jar team-up with them when other opportuni- 
ties arise in the future. 

Analysts said chat except for BPI, which has 
ample capital funds, banks in the Philippines 
have a slim chance to expand overseas be- 
‘cause of the high cost of domestic funds. 
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By Clarissa S. Batino 
realistic" 
THERE has been a delay in Smart 
Communications Inc's acqui 
tion of92 percent of Pilipino Tele- 
phone Corp. from the Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Co. 

Smart is originally set to com- 
plete its acquisition of 92 percent 
of ilte from PLDT by the end of 
September: 

"This was the timetable set by 
the group when Piltel obtained 
the go-ahéad of its shareholders 
last Sept. 3 to increase its autho- 
rized capital to P12.8 billion from 
P3.5 billion. 

But according to Napoleon 
Nazareno, PLDT and Smart prest- 
dent, they were stil securing all 
the necessary approvals and that 
completing the task by yearend 
‘was more realistic. 

Nazareno over the weekend 
said that the delay would not af- 
fect the target of consolidating 
Piltel and Smart books by the end 
of the third quarter because of 
new accounting standards that 
the PLDT group had adopted. 

“We are still getting all the reg- 
ulatory approvals,” зай 


Nazareno in an interview. "The 
end-September timetable was ап 
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optimistic target. Yearend is more. 


Smart would own 92 percent 
of Piltel after converting the Se- 
ries K preferred shares 

mon shares followed by the pur- 
chase of PLDT's remaining com- 
‘mon Piltel shares. 

"Once we own 92 percent of 
Piltel, we are going to closely align 
the operations of Smart and Pil 
tel,” said Nazareno after the stock- 
holders meeting on Sept. 3. "We 
would let ilte take advantage of 
the growth especially from the 
lower segment of the market." 

‘Smart is buying 92 percent of 
Piel from PLDT. The equity 
transaction comes in two stages. 
‘The first is the purchase of 59 mil- 
lion Series K convertible pre- 
ferred shares equivalent to about 
47 percent. This would be fol- 
lowed by the acquisition of 767 
million common shares equi 
lent to about 45 percent. 

As of Sept. 3, Smart had convert- 
ed 4825 million of the preferred 
shares into 820.25 million com- 
mon shares equivalent to a 32.7 
percent stake, At that time, PLDT 
continued to hold 30.5 percent, 

Nazareno over the weekend 
declined to elaborate as to what 


RP telco to tie up with Singapore 
carrier to tap OFW market 


Textrevenue to. 
го com- 


needed to be secured. 


erating in losses. 


SMART Communications Inc. is trying to 
hook up with Mobile One, the second-largest 
carrier in Singapore, to bring its 1528 Smart 
product to about 85,000 Filipinos in the Lion 
City, 

Sources said Smart would want to launch 
its 1528 in Singapore soon, following a suc- 
cessful debut in Hong Kong last August. 

"There are now 23,000 subscribers to 1528 
Smart in the Crown Colony, where the Philip- 
pines’ biggest wireless company tied up with 
CSL to bring Smart services to 180,000 Fil- 
ipinos in Hong Kong. 

‘Smart claims its 1528 allows subscribers 
access to cheaper text messaging, voice call 
and other innovative products, 

In Hong Kong, for instance, officials said 
Filipinos could text their family in the Philip- 
pines for only 50 HK cents per message sent. 
instead of 80 HK cents to HKS1 through other 
carriers. 

All one has to do is to buy the 1528 Smart 
SIM card. Smarts partnership with foreign 
carriers allow it to use the network so it could 
pass through and deliver the Smart services to 
Filipinos. 

Napoleon Nazareno, president of Smart 
and its parent firm Philippine Long Distance 
‘Telephone Co, said they were looking to 
forge partnerships with operators in Asia and 
Europe to service Filipino workers overseas. 


had caused the delay, nor the im- 

pact it would have on the plan to 

shift а bigger portion of Talk N 
tel. 


A source from Piltel said there 
were no more approvals that 


“Maybe it was just a matter of 
timing," the source said, 
Currently, Smart gets half of Pil- 
tel's revenues from Talk N' Text, 
after the former allowed Piltel ac- 
cess to the Smart network. Last 
year, Pilte’s cellular phone rev- 
enues reached about PO billion. In 
Фе first half, Ре! and Smart split 
about P5.8 billion in sales, 
Nazareno said on Sept. 3 that 
the changes expected within the 
fourth quarter would enable Pil 
tel to post substantial profits and 
to utilize billions of pesos in tax 
credits incurred from years of op- 


Nazareno earlier said he was 
worried that Piel's financial per- 
formance in the third quarter was 
affected by weakness in the for- 
eign exchange, The peso hit a 
new low of P56.45 last week. 

But despite uncertainties that 
may affect the company’s perfor- 
mance, Nazareno said that the 
‘company would likely meet its re- 
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Asis of Maalikaya fame. The other penthouse 
units, on the Salcedo Village side, that were 
mentioned in the Sept. 27, 2004, column still 
belong to Rep, Gilbert and Nikki Teodoro.) 


Heard through the grapevine 
EXPECT luxury ear prices to go up again, at 
Jeast for those CBU imports that are shipped 
through the Port of Manila, 

"The customs authorities there have now 
discarded the Congress-enacted transaction 


Bullish sentiment seen 


‘main buoyant in the coming weeks, 

"The market will take its cue on upcoming 
corporate earnings results coupled with de- 
velopments on the privatization of transmis- 
sion and generation assets of National Power 
Corp and the possible passage of tax reforms 
in the fourth quarter; Dy said. 

BPI Trade, however, warned that threats of 
high oil prices and the weakening peso might 
limit the market's climb. 

“If high oil prices persist up to next year, this 
may slow down consumer consumption and, 
‘eventually, corporate earnings," BPI Trade said. 


RP lures $421M 


‘Asa result, multilateral institutions like the 
Asian Development Bank and the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund upgraded their growth out- 
look for the country this year 

Suratos said the month of July recorded the 
lowest net inflow at $28.7 million owing to 
heightened fears over the budget deficit. 

"The net inflow increased to $60.5 million. 
їп August mainly due to strong first half earn- 
ings of select blue chip firms and the BSP deci- 
sion not to tighten monetary policy despite 


value as the basis for determining the excise 
and VAT taxes of the imported vehicles, argu- 
ing that the valuations presented by im- 
porters are either undervalued or outright fic- 
tional. 

Hard-pressed to increase collections, the 
customs officials have again resorted to the 
so-called "blue book" to determine the ap- 
proximate prices of the luxury vehicles, 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com or cock- 
tales_pdi@hotmail.com) 


From pags 


Meanwhile, Jovis Vistan of AB Capital 5 
curities noted that for the month of Septem- 
ber, the stock market index ended with ân 
115-percent gain from its close іп August. 

"The marker is expected to sustain its posi- 
tive momentum (this) week. The markers 
positive outlook and strong momentum is 
likely to carry the market higher in the fourth 
quarter,” he added, 

Vistan said market players were also expect 
ed to buy major blue chip companies, ahead of 
the release of third-quarter corporate earings 
later this month. Elisabeth L. Sanchez 


From page 84 


the build-up of inflationary pressures brought 
about by rising oil prices," he sai 

"The BSP has kept its key policy interest 
rates unchanged at 6.75 percent fer the 
‘overnight borrowing or reverse repurchase 
rate and 9 percent for the overnight lending 
or repurchase rate since July last year, 

Porfolio inflows refer о non-resident invest 
ments Їп peso bank deposits government secu- 
rities/money market instruments and securries 
listed on the Philippine Stock Exchange. 
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Im d | 
Oil import bill up 16% despite d 


Pre-need sector 
sales up 20.8% 
in first 8 mos. 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


PRE-NEED insurance companies registered а 
20.8-percent growth in sales in the first eight 
months of the year to P25.5 billion from 
21,09 billion in the same period last year. 

However, data from the Securities and Ех- 
change Commission showed that the number 
of plans sold dipped by 3.6 percent to 335,631 
from 348,116 during the period covered. 

‘An SEC official earlier said this could be at- 
tributed to the hike in the prices of plans. 

OF the plans sold from January to August, 
pension plans accounted for the bulk of the sales 
‘amounting to P14.18 billion, up by 33.4 percent 
from P10.63 billion in the same period last year 

Education plans were a far second , grow- 
ing 8.85 percent to P9.2 billion from P8.44 
billion. Sales of life plans increased 4.45 per- 
cent toP2.11 billion from P2.02 billion. 

In terms of the number of plans sold, pension 
plans grew 4.67 percent for the eight-month pe- 
riod to 180,848 plans from 172,783 last year. 

Education plans fell 6.7 percent to 92,086 
while Ше plans slipped 18.24 percent to 62,697. 

For the month of August, alone, total fell 25,6 

to P3.03 billion from P4,07 billion in July 
Sales of Ше plans, however, rose 564 percent in 
‘August to P431 million, from P275 milion in the 
previous month, 

"The total number of plans sold in August al- 
so dropped 16.7 percent to 40,383 from 
48,480 in July led by declines in the sales of 
pension and education plans. In the same 
month, the total number of life plans sold grew 
35.6 percent to 11,061 from 8,157 in July. 

For education plans, Philam Plans Inc. 
posted the highest sales during the eight- 
month period amounting to P2.4 billion. In 
‘August, alone, Philam sold P436 million 
worth of education plans. 

College Assurance Plan Philippines (CAP), 
for its part, sold P1.63 billion worth of plans 
from January to August. 

"The SEC has yet to renew the license of CAP to 
sell education plans after its dealer’ license ex- 
pired last Sept. 30. The company is in the process 
of completing the requirements for an extension. 
of its dealers license. The SEC had ordered CAP 
to stop selling plans in mid-August after the pre- 
need firm used up the PS billion worth of plans it 
was allowed to sell to the public. 

1п August alone, CAP sold 636 education 
plans worth P54.8 million. 

For pension plans, Philam Plans led the pack 
with sales o£ P4.2 billion from January to August. 


By Abigail L. Ho 


WHILE the volume of oil imports dropped 
5y37 percent in ће first half ofthe year to 
65.27 million barrels, the country’s oil im- 
port bill rose 16 percent due to the escalat- 
lngprces of crude inthe word market. 

‘Data from the Department of Energy 
showed thatthe cost of importing 65.27 
million barrels of oil in the first 
semester this year reached $2.4 billion, 
higher than the $2.07 billion spent for 
the importation of 67.74 million barrels 
inthe same period last year. 

In the first quarter of the year, the 
volume of oil imports was lower at 33.1 
million barrels compared with the 
35.48 million barrels imported in the 
‘same period last year. However, the im- 


Phone makers urged to produce 
cheaper handsets for mass market 


SINGAPORE—Smart Communications 
Inc. president and CEO Napoleon L. 
Nazareno has urged phone manufac- 
turers to develop more affordable basic 
handsets so wireless operators can 
serve more lower-income subscribers. 

“We are talking here of addressing 
real needs of a significant chunk of 
the population," he said. 

Nazareno added that it was “unfor- 
tunate" that phone manufacturers 
were concentrating on highend 
phones, despite the fact that lower- 
Cost handsets were an important 
component in the overall mobile 
phone penetration growth rate. 

Nazareno spoke during the open- 
ing day Fireside Chat session before. 
delegates of the recent 3GSM Asia 
Conference. Не was interviewed by 
Craig Ehrlich, chair of the GSM Asso- 
ciation (GSMA), alongside fellow 
CEOs Jamaludin Ibrahim of Maxis 
Mobile (Malaysia) and Sunil Mittai of 
Bharti Enterprises (India). The Open- 
ing Keynote Session theme was “The 
Next Billion—Growing Subscribers 
and Revenue. 

This year's 3GSM Asia Conference 
was held at the Suntec International 
Conference and Exhibition Center in 
Singapore from Sept. 27 to Oct. 1. 

Itis the annual congress of the GSM 
‘Association, the premier global trade 
association for GSM mobile operators. 

The top executives interviewed 
discussed their business strategies. 
Nazareno answered questions re- 
garding Smart's experience in broad- 
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port bills during the comparative peri- 
оёз were almost the same at $1.17 bil- 
Жоп. This was attributed to the $2-per- 
barrel increase in the average price of 
crude during the first three months of 
the year from $33.20 a barrel in the 
same months ast year. 

The escalation of world oil prices be- 
Came more pronounced beginning 
April amid speculations of possible sup- 
piy disruptions. 

From April to June this year, the 
worid prices of crude averaged at 
$38.40 per barrel, up from the average 
of $27.70 a barrel in the same months 
last year. This resulted in a big jump in 
the country’s oil import cost. 

For the second quarter alone, the 
country spent $1.24 billion for the im- 


portation of 32.17 million barrels of oil, 
much higher than the $894 million 
spent for the 32.26 million barrels 
bought in the same period last year 

Crude prices breached the $50-a-bar- 
rel mark recently, even while oil pro- 
ducing countries were already produc- 

gat near full capacity. 

Some of the major factors that con- 
tributed to the rise in world oil prices 
were the persistent threats of terrorism 
to Middle East ОЙ installations, the un- 
certain state of Russian oil giant Yukos, 
and the huge demand from the United. 
States and China. 

Recently, unrest їп Nigeria coupled 
with the surge in demand in the advent. 
of the winter months further fueled 
price increases. 
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rop in volume 


їп view of the rising import bill, local 
oil firms were forced to obtain more for- 
ign currency deposit unit (FCDU) 
loans from local banks. 

In the second quarter of the year, oil 
companies tapped as much as $511 mil- 
lion in FCDU loans, more than double 
the $243 million they got in the same 
period last year. 

This, according to analysts, exposed 
the local oil companies to huge foreign 
exchange risks as their earnings are lo- 
cal currency-denominated. 

Recently, the peso touched an all- 
time low of 56.4510 $1 dueto therising 
oilimport bill. 

“The rising oil import bill combined with 
the weak peso should prompt local ой 
firms to do a lotof hedging, analysts said. 


GOINGS ON 
SBC's new offering 


SECURITY Bank Corp. has introduced the Secure 
Dollar Optima, a fied-term dollar investment ac- 
‘count, which guarantees a higher yield than other 
dollar time deposit ates. 

Fora minimum initial deposit of $20,000, clerts 
can opt to place their funds with the bank ora peri- 
о of one, two or three years, with fixe term inter- 
est rates upon maturity, and credited semi-annually 
to their accounts. Clients wil be given a certificate 
ottime deposit as roof of their investment. 

“The account comes with a pre-approved re- 
‘volving peso credit ine facility, which gives the. 
Client peso liquidity i need arises. The client can 
also use the account as collateral for loans up to 
SO percent of the peso equivalent of his dollar in- 
vesiment,” said Joven B. Hernandez, bank SVP 
and customer banking group head. 

Hernandez said that Secure Dolar Optima also 
allowed clients to reap and enjoy their earnings 
every six months. 


BPI units link up with 89-100 
AYALA Life Assurance Inc. and Ayala Plans, Inc., 
wholly-owned subsidiaries of the Bank of the 
Phlippine Islands, are leveraging the resources 
othe BPI Unibank by giving their cients and 
agents access to the ВР! Express phone banking 
or "89-100" systém beginning Oct. 1. 

Company officials said they hoped to optimize 
operating synergies by directing inquiries of All 
and AP clients and agents to the 88-100 Interac- 
tive Voice Response System (VRS) 

"Al facts and networs that can enhance various 
areas of customer sevng are continual being ex- 
plored” sid Aurora S. Soriano. BPI се president far 
Insurance Group Operations. We otier the ful range of 
franca services, ard we provide customer and agent 
support 24 hours a day seven days a week” 

Customers and agents accessing information in 
connection with Alai and AP can simply key in 88- 
100, and press "0", other products and services, 
tor their “ite insurance and pre-reed requirements 
“inthe initial automated voce delivered menu 


and Nazareno during the GSMA conference. 


ening the Philippine wireless market 
through innovative applications and 
ashiftin business strategy- 

He also tackled the development of 
‘Smarts pioneering and highly suc- 
cessful mobile commerce services 
and how they had opened up the mar- 
ket to lower income customers and 
contributed to industry growth. 

Asked why Asian mobile operators 
were more aggressive and creative in 
developing innovative wireless ser- 
vices, Nazareno credited the chal- 
lenge of answering the needs of a fi- 
nancially-challenged market. 

"In Smart’ case, this perspective of the 
challenges of the Phiippine market has 
Jed to the development and launch of 
groundbreaking mobile commerce ser- 
vices as such as Smart Load, Pasa Load 
and Smart Padala.” said Nazareno. 


Smart handles over two million 
Smart Load transactions and another 
two million Pasa Load transactions daily, 
making the two sister services the most 
lively and extensive consumer mobile 
commerce system inthe Philippines. 

Telecom industry analysts have 
credited these electronic loading ser- 
vices for helping push tlie country’s 
mobile phone penetration rate to 33 
percent, way beyond previous projec- 
tions of 25 percent for a low-per capi- 
ta income population. 

‘Smart is a member of the GSMA, 
the global trade association that exists 
to promote GSM technology through- 
ош the world. The GSM Association is 
the global trade association that exists 
to promote, protect and enhance the 
interests of GSM mobile operators 
throughout the world. 
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EXPAND THE HORIZONS OF YOUR STUDENTS AND CHILDREN 


The i-CAMP 


Sharing, Learning 4 Working Together 


as Responsible Young People 
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LET THEM EXPERIENCE THE i-CAMP 


5 fun-filled days of learning where young people from Asia and the Pacific. 
can enjoy, share, leam and work together through tours and special exercises and 
group discussions for understanding, awareness, information and advocacy 
‘of adolescent and youth sexual reproductive health and rights 


WHAT WILL THEY GAIN and LEARN FROM THE CAMP? 


Understanding and appreciation of sexual & 
reproductive issues and concerns 
Awareness on sexual & reproductive rights 
Information on adolescent reproductive 
heath in different cutures & their impacts 
How to advocate for adolescent & sexual 
reproductive rights 


Exposure to and understanding of various 
Asia-Pacific cultures 


BY THE END OF THE CAMP, 
YOUR STUDENT or CHILD CAN: 
Become an effective youth advocate of 


health in his/her 
‘schooliorganization 


Become a member of the Asia-Pacific. 
Network of Youth RH Advocates. 


Leam mote through new friends gained 
though the camp 


WHO CAN ATTEND? 


Any youth between the ages of 14 to 21 
years ою (ав of March 31, 2004) 
Resident and егеп of any Asia-Pacific 
‘country 

\Volunteeripeer counseloripeer educator 
of a school, non-government, 
‘communty-based or people's 
‘organization or local government unit 
‘working on reproductive health 

‘Active volunteer fer, at least, 

‘one (1) year 


Able to speak and understand English 


Registration Fee PHP 6,250 
(covers camp kit, 
accommodation, food, 
‘and lots of FUN!) 
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‘Send three (3) participants 
but only pay for two (2) partcipants. 
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of money by 2015? 


CORAZON de la Paz, SSS president and CEO, 
has intensified her media blitz. She warns e 
eryone willing to listen that, unless members 
contributions are raised, the SSS will run out 
of money by 2015. 

Her horror story is taken from the 1999 ac- 
tuarial valuation presented in 66 slides during 
ап SSS employees’ forum. An actuarial valua- 
tion is an assessment of the financial situation 
projected over a period of years; a financial 
Statement takes up only the financial situation 
atthe end ofthe year in review. In other words, 
ап actuarial valuation covers a span of time; a 
financial statement covers a point in time. 

The 1999 actuarial valuation predicted 
that the SSS would indeed run out of money 
by 2015. This prediction was based on the fol- 
lowing changes since the 1990 valuation: 
salary ceiling was raised from P3,000 to 
P12,000; the minimum monthly pension was 
raised from Р500 to P1,000 for those retiring 
after 10 years of service, and P2,400 for those 
retiring after 20 years of service; the mini- 
mum was raised eight times; 10 across-the- 
board increases, and the return on investment 
ranged from 12.5 percent to 20 percent. 

In spite of these increases in disbursements, 
the contribution rate remained at 8.4 percent 
of salary. If the contribution rate were not 
raised last year to 9.4 percent, which brings in 
about PS billion їп new money yearly, the SSS 
would run out of money earlier than 2015. 

The 1999 valuation, as presented in the em- 
ployees' forum, was flawed. It did not show 
that operating expenses shot up from P496 
million іп 1990 to almost Pá billion in 1999, a 
jump of more than eight times in a nine-year 
span. Oh, sure, some employee benefits, such 
as gift checks, Christmas and anniversary meal 
allowances were cut. Yet, operating expenses 
кер: rising. In 2003, operating expenses had 
gone beyond P4.776 billion, illegally breach- 
ing the statutory limits of 12 percent of conri- 
‘butions plus 3 percent of investment income. 

Ifthe contribution rate were increased, this 
illegal overspending would be covered be- 
cause 12 percent of the additional contribu- 
tions would be available for operating ex- 
penses. Thus, rhe illegality will vanish. 

Another point de la Paz keeps harping on is 
that, although registered members are rising, 
the number of paying members is dropping. 
n 2000, there were 22,621,038 registered. 
members, and 6,954,919 paying members. 
“The difference in the two figures corresponds 
to retirees (like me), survivors and depen- 
dents, who are legally non-paying members. 


QUESTIONS 


OF POLICIES 12€ 


Honesto C. General fp, 


So, what's the fussall about? 

"The media blitz now focuses on collecting 
some PS billion from delinquent employers. Of 
course, this is a problem. But this problem pales 
when compared with the other collectibles. The 
P30 bilion in small loans (salary tuition, 
calamity) to members are hopelessly in arrears 
‘The amnesty offered will surely fail. The P40 
billion in ow cost housing loans is still begging. 
fora buyer; if a buyer is found, SSS will be lucky 
if they can get 20 centavos for every peso in 
loans. There is the P10 billion loss on the Equi- 
table/PCI investment. Finally, there is all that. 
money tied up in realestate, mostly condomini- 
um units, which strains the cash flow. 

lam not against raising the contribution 
rate, per se. But, as 1 said in a previous col- 
umn, any additional contributions must be 
subject to the following conditions: benefits 
will have to be increased; none of the addi- 
tional contributions will be made available 
for operating expenses; any investible portion 
of the new money will have to be invested 
strictly on government securities, and none of 
the new contributions will be used to cover 
losses; these losses are, by law, the labi 
ofthe national government. 

Bur before everything else, no increase in con- 
tibutions can be installed until the 2009 actvari- 
al valuation is made, as required by law. I won- 
der what is holding up the computation of this 
valuation. 

Tn the end, a permanent solution will have to 
be found. Otherwise, the financial problem will 
just keep coming back. As was done in the US, 
presidential fact-finding commission should be. 
Setup. The chair should be onc of the country’s 
biggest businessmen, with enough clout and 
credibility. The members should be the best pro- 
fessionals from the private sector. 

‘Why am Iso involved in this problem? 1 have 
gotten my money back many times over alter 
14 years as а pensioner. The reason is that three 
of my grandchildren are now working and are 
now SSS members. For the next ten years, at 
least one grandchild will enter the work fore. I 
just want to make sure that when they retire, 
they can look hack and say, “Thanks, Lolo!" 
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„о. BUSINESS ... 
2 local airlines vie for addition 


By Clarissa S. Batino Mojica said the new coefficients would 
have to be shared with cargo carriers. Lucio. 
‘Tan's Pacific East Asia Cargo and another 
small carrier Asia Overnight would like to car- 
sy freight to and from Japan. 

"There is more volume in Nagoya although 
the Japanese government is also aggressive in. 
selling Osaka," said the Cebu Pacific oficial 

The Gokongwei airline said it could “offer 
lower fare and safe on-time service" like what 
it had been selling to passengers flying to 
South Korea and Hong Kong. 

"The Philippines has been courting Japan to 
agree toan open skies regime that will ift restric- 
tions on capacity and frequency entitlements for 
passenger, cargo and chartered fights. 


PHILIPPINE Airlines and Cebu Pacific Air are 
preparing to Пу four times a week to Nagoya, 
Japan starting February 2005. 

"The Civil Aeronautics Board, however, has 
yet to make a decision on how to allocate the 
new flight entitlements from Japan. 

PAL president Jaime Bautista said PAL 
wanted to fly four times weekly to Nagoya, 
whose international airport will open im 
February next year 

Cebu Pacific general manager Danilo Mojica 
said the Gokongwei airline had been askin 
the CAB to allow it to fly to Japan but all the ex- 
isting coefficients had already been granted to 
PAL. Cebu Pacific believes the opening of 
Nagoya gives ita chance to finally fly to Japan.. 

PAL flies weekly to Osaka, Tokyo, Fukuoka 
and Okinawa, Japan. 

Mojica said with the 14 new coefficients 
given by Japan to the Philippines, as a result 
ofthe bilateral air talks three weeks ago, Cebu 
Pacific wanted to fy four times a week to 
Nagoya and three times a week to Osaka. 

"Of the 14 coefficients, seven are to Osaka 
and seven are to anywhere in Japan except 
‘Tokyo where there are no available slots. PAL 
is already flying to Osaka so we won't be get- 
ting any of the new entitlements there. But we 
want to fly four times a week to Nagoya,” said 
Bautista. 

Mojica, however, said the CAB should make 
a fair decision considering that PAL had al- 
ready cornered ай the previously awarded 47. 
coefficients. 


BAUTISTA 


“1 don't think it is appropriate for the govem- 
ment to again give everything to PAL. We want- 
ed to fiy to Japan but we couldn't because there 
were no more entitlements. Now there are new 
ones and we hope the CAB will award them to 
us; said the Cebu Pacific official. 

‘Bautista said if PAL would use its aircraft, it 
could consume all the available coefficients to 
Nagoya. 

Опе coefficient is equivalent to one round 
trip flight using a Boeing 575 aircraft with a 
seating capacity of 228; 1.5 coefficients foran 
Airbus 330, which can carry 250 to 293 pas- 
sengers and 2 coefficients for Boeing 747, 
which has seating capacity of 347 to 490. 

Japan determines aviation entitlements 
through coefficients, which are based on air- 
чай size 
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PHILIPPINE Airlines and Air 
Macau have begun a thrice-week- 
ly codeshare service between 
Manila and Macau, with Air 
Macau as the operating carrier. 

PAL is now able to offer seats 
оп Air Macau flights between the 
two cities, giving the Philippine 
Пар carrier а commercial pres- 
ence for the first time in the for- 
mer Portuguese territory on Chi- 
na's southwestern coast. 

“We are delighted to parmer 
with Air Macau in further grow- 
ing traffic on this sector" said 
Henry So Uy, PAL executive vice 
president-commercial group. 

I am pleased to cooperate 
with Philippine Airlines to devel- 
ор the market between Macau 


Mirant expansion seen 
to boost economy 


THE ASSOCIATION of Stock Ana- 
Iysts of the Philippines (Азар) 
said the infusion by American 
firm Mirant (Philippines) Corp. 
of some $400 million in new in- 
vestments into the country’s pow- 
er sector would allay fears of a 
power supply shortage and boost 
prospects of business and indus 
trial expansion in the country 

‘Asap's statement came after 
Mirant announced that it was ex- 
panding the capacities ofits exist- 
ing power generation facilities in 
Quezon and Cebu provinces by 
an additional 450 megawatts. it 
is undertaking the expansion pro- 
ject with its partner Global Busi- 
ness Holdings Inc. (GBHI of the 
Metrobank group. 

‘Asap director Astro del Castillo 
said the expansion project “is an 
important signal to the intema- 


and Manila,” said Li Qiang, vice 
president-commercial of Air 
‘Macau. “The cooperation will en- 
hance exchanges between the 
two cities, and upgrade trade and 
tourism activities as well." 

‘The service will enjoy dual des- 
ignation, with both PAL and Air 
Macau codes appended to the 
flight numbers. 

Flight PR 851 departs Manila's 
Naia ‘Terminal 1 every Tuesday, 
‘Thursday and Saturday at 9:50 
a.m. and arrives at Macau Interna- 
tional Airport at 11:50 a.m. The 
reum flight, PR 852, departs 
Macau at 7 am. and lands in 
Manila at 9 a.m. on the same days. 

АЙ fights utilize Air Macau's 
Airbus A321 aircraft. 


tional business community that 
the Philippines efforts to address 
crucial power issues have so far 
been productive." 

Since the Mirant project is ex- 
pected to bring in some 450 
megawatts in additional capaci 
ties within the next fours years, 
this should assure potential in- 
vestors that the country will have 
enough supply of electricity to 
support the requirements of new 
and expanded businesses and in- 
dustries, he pointed out. 

Del Castillo also pointed out 
that the $400 million in new in- 
vestments followed the recent de- 
cision by the Energy Regulatory 
Commission (ERC) giving the Na- 
tional Power Corp. provisional 
authority to raise its generation 
charges by an average of 97 cen- 
tavos per kilowatt hour. 


Asahi Glass project OKd 


ASAHI Glass Philippines Ine. said 
the Board of Investments has ap- 
proved its request to register its 
flat plate solar panel production 
facilities as pioneer investments. 
‘Company officials said in a state- 
ment that АСР furnace started op- 
erations last Sept 17 afer two 
months of repair and rehabilitation. 
АСР is also building a special 
batch plant for solar cover glass 
formulation, while additional 


т Double your: 


produces bulk of its ourput, by 
January 2006. 

he officials said state-of-the-art 
improvements to increase produc. 
tivity as well as capability to pro 
duce multiple product types would 
be some of the firm's options. 

"They did not say how much 
they were investing but industry 
sources said AGP has earmarked 
some $40 million to upgrade of 
й float furnace and expand its 
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equipment for glass processing are 
expected to arrive in April 2008. 

АСР expects to start commer- 
cial operation of its solar cover 
glass plant in July 2005. 

Tt was earlier reported that AGP 
was investing $10.1 million to 
make solar cover giass. The firm 
expects the project to yield $25 
milion a year in export receipts. 

АОВ the country’s pioneer in 
the float glass industry, has also 
announced plans to repair and re- 
habilitate its float furnace, which 


float glass production line. 

As of December 2003, AGPS 
mother unit Asahi Glass Co. Ine. of 
Japan has already infused P3.2 bil- 
lion into its Philippine operations. 

This was on top of the state-of- 
the-art technology and export 
market access that it provided the 
company. 

By next year, AGP expects to. 
generate more export revenues 
from its proposed special eco- 
nomic zone in Pasig City, where 
its plant and offices are located, 
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AMA Rural Bank of Mandaluyong, Inc. 
Member of the AMA Group of Companies 
The largest Used Car Loan Bank in the country. 


Now on its 51st Year of Banking Service. 
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572-2031 > San Fernanda, Pampanga (045) 961-8014 * Qzar 
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Oil prices pose threat to global economy, 


WASHINGTON—Group of Seven 
leaders are worried about high oil 
prices derailing the global econo- 
my, but have little means to influ “The geopolitics of oil, and 
ence the marketplace, analysts current uncertainties, are 
say. causing a short-term phe- 
G7 finance ministers and nomenon. The finance minis- 
central bankers, inastatement ters and I. are committed to 
following talks Friday, sug- promoting policy reforms in 
gested that oil prices—which each of our countries to speed 
closed above $50 for the first the return of more reasonable 
time Friday—appear to be the costs.” 
main risk to ап otherwise — Butanalysts said most of the 
strong global economy. factors are beyond the control 
"Oll prices remain high and of the G7, which represents 
are a risk,” the G7 said. "We the seven richest industrial 
call on oil producers to pro- countries, 
Vide adequate supplies to en- “The problem is thatoil mar- 
Sure that prices moderate.” —— ketsaretightasadrum and de- 
“Right now, oil prices are mand is growing faster than 
causing an economic head- supply” said Nariman 


wind,” said US Treasury Secre- 
tary John Snow after the G7 
talks. 


Behravesh, chief'economist at 
the economic research firm 
Global Insight. 

“Ies not as if Opec is manip- 
ulating the market. There's re- 
ally not much anybody can do 
until the investments now be- 
ing made bring some fruit.” 

Behravesh said the G7 is 
concerned, however: "If oil 
prices stay at this level or 
move higher it could derail the 
global economy.” Joseph Quin- 
lan, economist at Bank of 
America, said it would be a 
stretch to think the G7 can 
“jawbone” the oil markets. 

1 think the oil market will 
change when global growth 
slows,” he said. 

“The G7 can be effective in 


currency markets but they the 
have no real history in the oil Agency 
markets,". Behravesh agreed, 
but said the G7 nonetheless 
wanted to express its concern 
about a major risk to global er. 
economic growth. The 

“Clearly they're worried, 
and I think this reflects a wor- 
ry about how much oil prices 
will affect growth. But it's not 
that the G7 has much influ- 
ence. They don't." In an effort 
to show a balanced view, the 
G7 statement also called on 
consumer nations to increase 
energy efficiency and called 
for more transparency in glob- 
al markets by getting more in- 
formation about supply and 
demand, principally through 
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Nigerian worries. 


$46.62 a barrel. 
European 
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NATIONWIDE AUCTION 


OCTOBER 23, 2004 - 9:00 А.М.» UCPB BLDG., MAKATI AVE., MAKATI CITY 


с, от шы "meo. 


LAS PIRAS CITY T VELIM ERREUR рор колкат 
Hed m 
Peeing) DU 
корикше 
WES Mii dent 


[E Med 
55 [— DEL Рола 


VEL ами 

"i EON CITY 

po E: 

шама» Ij 
ү 

accu ERO 

LS [i E REM. тъз 

E дрі. [ori РВ HOUSE E LOT f uenia 

‘San Амо Vilage, VUCPB. HOUSE & LOT porro pore HOURE LE 

ESSER muon’ E T MEE нана 
Wesen vmm БИИ, 

pe o oer E t 

[uA п за CNET) ue 

ы eas i ae Es tav M 

тышо UCPS. RSDL LOT W OLD HOUSE "i GREENHILLS, SAN JUAN 

edu VEG as ore. азиат 

Prca: P0000 em Be ce P: 150000 


mend 
oss, ш 
а оми 
unus Verg, eoo 

Ea 


dem 
[Lc pomo MERIT ion 


dist Verg, conoo ur 

Hon dm А dile Je anon, 
Be esa $e 

[сир 


зоот ers; sncuor 
КЕ 


КЕТА 
[om Assam Sg Stet Bo. irang 
p d 


кыеш 
сы А 
сн 
= ГА 
ud sm. 
Мааша Bi Роса P 91200000 Mesh ba Pece Вый 
ои ана раат, МЕДИ 
оя ань кшш 
EXE eee зыш iM 
WPB, CONDOUNT ж 

ER ums monos. 


fumo 


HB 


or 


mim 


des 
Mendes 550000 


3 
Prope House ior. 


Я ves; 
esser ешш LE 


e House utor. Mma Pra PE ш, 
[M 


TAGAYTAY CITY 
E TAGAYTAY CITY 
[E 
m 
v 
prm 
Mead iet 1400000 yong. стт 


Us 
CAVITE CI abr Eat D 
саас Bo Mao ан руу 
КЕШ 


СЕТ Da 
p 


Wa 6 Pa азоо 


сусла aoo CAINTAI TAYATAYI 
oura ier Condonin АМбОНО 


CX наа 
SSR Sonoma ananta ино уста дзю отни вет 


yetupercooo М ъл ouem 
en yous Lor p der 
€ DE Ue LAGUNA. 

i Medie hence БАЕН, ун 
кышып имлвонспү Eines rian эз ине tans MIO jen eur 
I Weed, tief tum uerg, goor 


Bim wur Т EE oM isa 
(912-9 [- mE d 


d "cca 
Werner P реак Vastu Dong 
Vers seno 
pg Vers. pesom ao 
Wepssanemr PASIG CITY e monon Pees [с 
мавы, русо, и Ag el ro 


st rd ana Bo faon Kaen af RR 
"ES aper ortas КОРА Cuin Gun ESSE s oon. аА Ма ramum 
Mom bt РАТ uen scr 


po: ves. 
[а a үсү te sy aria ым, 

ууз, монт КЕЛУ марина р Bist ? 

Va ies, een ee 

Кош, 


[DTI 
ipo. nouse or [Xe UTE LN 
үренә RS BLOG [d наш 
абата rione Боол 
FL зн 


е реа d 
rpm ЖКА 
DES 


РАР Ооо Бмл Butan aur Pa. 
Ын диш ium | а ares 
na 


р азат 
^R d [rr I 
Bede 
ШОШЫП» Антро 
me" [ЕП 
Кү ue Шы кишш C кн Broma 
ыма betes РИ ond aay fe va py Moe Be Pace P637,500 00 фоне et mro ad, m 
 UCPB - CONDO WI PARKING ies n9; рны Men Be Proe P 422500000 
Йе» uongo Lor 
йш Pion GATE anesan 
Ка 
шыр panna 


ere ornce cowo 


ym EN oos 


7 


Еа 
Siria Reson Sana пан 


UCPo-Tomicuse. 
pite 
VS e gn 
[eg 
[oo] 
куыюнот 


[с 
[ucl 
pop 
pg. House нот 


ка FAT 
era suaa cor Dora ra 


ZA 
ds pugne, 
"à BE 
gum i Airmen Be Prce Pt 1 90000, 
шры eren 
mp 


ETT 
Baebes 
Lr 
Vero: ороләтизо 
Iro 
ОРЫ а PASAY CITY 
e aaa опаа 


TA [ч 
йилы sies, Un ton eae L 
erige MAURO No 22 Reus i 

ШЕНЬ I ZER M 


79-couu LOT. 
Wenn yore. aso. tor 


er aso tor 


е mas 


NAVOTAS CITY Кн 


eg pomor 
Hor duong See 
isos bama Pi 


pe 
Ка ie арн Fin 


ЕСИ. Ж кү 


HN О m 
C Е. nee 
Hg ea rou nor 

BETR нем» 24 

PME ee куыш o ime нони 

p weed еар NE EE o sooo ют 


yc o Ett An Dun T 
PARARAQUE CITY LIS d [илт 
сэз gooooum 


куут Ёш, 2 
Hum essere Graia руло 
SE Eiio mma IRAN! SAN PEDRO 
[p d Te Sean варка Рс. 
ies Ton House [сеу я weasnlr —— Wegen 
CUP „е Ir eum pam tata in, Panal 
pn WR Клен» Еш,» 
Mawnan Pace РАБОЮ Есен Гебен ныны y Veen RSL LOT, гөз. 

Verte. Penman m pern tenuior 
oa dx MEN LE Tenan 
калыл Pi Mm um cy Мала tiet Р ооо Ucan -HOUSE от. [ЖИ Prce 455.0000 
yeneoonuuremwao (iia cmm М ERST 
prm [dM LL лаш 

Ag ® 

pr 


Ires. goin LoT 
абай P 193800000 ушу, 
cee: House шот 

Ve PA bsan hemin 

Ypes ream, уе. сола оо. 
Мый Pace 1.500000 00 pun "Atina Agi, Bo OF 


pepa ost Lor [с=с 


Sinteno 


[o 


Soon ray, 00 
nia Boe 35000009 


КЫК ай 
Eee ec 


узот Vit ee pto 
lieti вав. 


E 
p 


- Show MONEY Pp 25000 CASHING PER PROPERTY -ALL PROPERTIES FOR SALE ARE ОНАН А WHERE BAS" PROPERTIES AND PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGES WITHOUT PRIOR NOTE 


(02534-9536 - 02534-6954. 02633-1988 - 90 09206186282 | 


International 


The statement came after 
New York crude oil futures 
closed at their highest level ev- 


sweet 
November futures contract оп М 
the New York Mercantile Ex- 
change closed up 48 cents at 
$50.12 a barrel, posting a 
record close, on the latest 

In London, the price of ref- 
erence Brent North Sea crude 
oil for delivery in November 
rose 24 cents to close up at 


Central 
President Jean-Claude Trichet 
called the problem serious. 


Se eo 
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G7 says 


“All we are observing today 
is not encouraging," Trichet 
said, adding that if prices re- 
main high it “could certainly 
hamper the global economy." 

‘Snow said the G7 may be 
able to take some of the specu- 

ive fever outof the market. 
“We're urging the countries 
with reserves to do everything 
they can to make sure that the 
supplies are adequate to meet 
market requirements,” Snow 
said. 

That “will help deal with 
some market uncertainty, 
which I think is feeding some 
speculation which is taking 
the spot price well above the 
fundamentals їп the markets," 
the US official sai AFP 


Oil, earnings 
to weigh on 
Wall St. stocks 


NEW YORK—A new reporting period for 
company earnings kicks into gear this week, 
giving investors a bit of hard data to chew on, 
and markets could be volatile if the price of 
crude ой stays north of $50 a barrel. 

US President George W. Bush and Sen. John 
Kerry also hold the second of three debates, but 
ifthe first is any indication—with no dear win- 
mer or major stumble—they are unlikely to 
move markets, market analysts and traders say. 

"The most important factors driving this 
market continue to be the price of oil, and as 
we approach earnings for the third quarter. 
Obviously thats going to be a very key driver” 
said Keith Keenan, vice president of instit 
tional trading at brokerage Wall Street Access. 

Aluminum producer Alcoa Ine., traditional- 
ly the first in line at the beginning of the quar- 
terly earnings season, reports on Thursday 
and industrial conglomerate General Electric 
Co. on Friday. 

Standard & Poor's expects earnings to 
grow 13.9 percent in the third quarter, а 
healthy rate but off the record pace of the 
first half of the year when growth exceeded 
20 percent. 

Ed Yardeni, chief investment strategist at 
Oak Associates Lcd. in Akron, Ohio, with more 
than $8 billion under management, said he 
believes stocks will settle into a historical 
trend of 7 percent earnings growth. 

Corporate earnings news could lift the mar- 
ket out of its sluggishness, another analyst 
seid. 

“If we have another solid earnings season, 
like we did for the second quarter, maybe that 
will give the market some motivation to post. 
some gains,” said Weston Boone, vice presi- 
dent of listed trading at Legg Mason Wood 
Walker. Reuters 


Gov't eyes VAT 
on bus, jeepney 
operators 


From page BI 


for the operation of his or her business. The 
input credits can be deducted from the 
amount of VAT he or she has to pay, or passed 
on to customers. 

"This is ап alternative measure we are 
studying because the transport industry 
might seek for consideration when the time. 
comes that they will have to pay for higher 
cost of petroleum because of the VAT," Tan 
told reporters. 

She said, however, that the DOF has not yet. 
made definite its plan to make the transport 
industry shift from percentage tax to VAT as it 
was still weighing available options. Tan said 
another option could be to retain the trans- 
port industry under the percentage tax sys- 
tem, and just allow public utility operators to 
include VAT on petroleum as part of expenses 
that are deductible from their taxable in- 
come, 

The plan to impose VAT on petroleum 
products comes with the move of the DOF to 
trim the number of exempt products and 
services. The DOF said the “too many” VAT 
exemptions in the country were the reason 
the VAT system has not been efficient in gen- 
erating substantial revenue for the govern 
ment 

‘Tan explained that exemptions distorted 
the tax trail of the VAT system, which is de- 
signed to have a wider tax base. 

Government estimates say that the 
Philippines has one of the lowest levels of 
VAT collection efficiency in Asia, The 
Philippine Institute for Development Stud- 
ies noted that in 2002, the effective VAT. 
rate should have been about 4.2 percent of. 
sales, The country's gross domestic prod- 
чег stood at P4.02 trillion that year. With 
that amount of GDP and effective VAT rate, 
the government should have collected 
P168.97 billion from VAT. But VAT collec- 
tions only stood at P66 billion or only 1.6 
percent of GDP Michelle V. Remo 


Energy 


crude 


Bank 


> = 


Don't miss thes event! 


__—— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER " 


s CLASSIFIEDS ..... 


memes 


IS'AIESPEIVIBOVERIVIENT 


National Sales 


TERENCE носкецни 


FRANCIS KONG ^ 
po 


RICKY DE VERA 


cm 


VISAGE 


ally 
Же 2 
ерсе 


October 26, 2004, Tuesday 9:00 -`5:00 рт 
Holiday Inn Galleria Manila 


EMPOWERING THE 
FILIPINO SALES FORCE 
А "MUST-ATTEND* event 
for your Sales People/Managers 


Seminar Investment. 


P2,895.00 + Vat before October 15 (Early Bird) 
P3,495.00 + Vat October 15 onwards (Regular Rate) 
‘clave cl anch, snacks, handouts B crise) 


Plus 


Lots of Freebies! 
and a chance to win an overnight 
stay for 2 at the Holiday Inn Galera. 


CALL US NOW! 


MERCY ESPINELI 638-7719/20 
Fax: 637-6890 Email: pmi@alfox.net 
Website: http-/weww.prmi.com.ph 


< 
@Ропег Q Miles 


2502€ East Tektite Towers, Ortigas 
ig City, Philippines: 


enter 


5th HEALTH & ORGANIC SHOW 2004 


November 05-07, 2004 


Hall 3, 5*^Floor, SM Megatrade Hall 
Edsa, Mandaluyong City, Philippines 


"Your Health, Your Wealth" 


А healthy body, a well- 
balanced lifestyle, clean air 
and environment inside and 
шде our home...in this 
highly urbanized community. 
that we live in where 
pollution is almost 


 uncontróllable, and SARS 
endangering our ives. this 
is what each and every 
Filipino craves for and gives 
Highest priority to achieve. 


Promote healthy lifestyle 

and expand your market in 

this annual health show: 
An excellent marketing, 
promotion, and 
networking place 
ундей by over 12000 trade 
Minors in 2003, expand or 
iscover mew markets by 
Someasing your produc and 
Services inthis muwe see event 

with unique marketing poor. 


A perfect launching 
venue for health and 

wellness products and 

services 

Introduce your products and. 

services during the 3-day 

Intormaton ached program at 

the brent Atty Area Get rade opportunis 
tnd market developments, 


Mark your calendar! 


‘© ПАО Approved Medicines 
Consumer Health Care 7 
+ Weiess/Ufestyle Pr 
* Exercise/Finess and lleathy Living 
* Cosmetics, Skin. Hair, and Personal 
Care Products 
€ HMO, Medical Insurance, Hospitals, 
а Medical Clinic 
© MedicalSports Equipment & Hardware 
е Alternative Medicine 


Fre 
© Free demonstration on health exercises 
'onsultations/clinics by practitioners 
y reflexology. facial services, 
bone density test, eye check -up. etc. 
‘© Hands-on demonstration on different 
products and services. 
е Business opportunity serninars by leading, 
health compan 
© Product launching and food tasting, 


Expected Visitors 


Store Менга. алфа Wholesalers Purchasing 
Morgens Ferien srl Loca iss Tee Boyens Better 
(Campo kani enparan Med Parth libros 
Scil lorgna! pecie iih Werkes cl Ss 
persons Entrepreneurs Meath Balls General Publi 


А Newspaper Supplement will be published on November 05,2004, full color. Акай of most effective advertising 


medium whin specia ай rates 


Full page 
Hal page ad 
Quare page ad 


For more deils, plene contact t 
Email: бекм 
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Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Health 
TONDO MEDICAL CENTER 
Balut, Tondo, Manila 
тмс - BID & AWARD COMMITTEE 
INVITATION FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Tre Tondo Medical Centar hereby vitas salad witen bic for tha procurement ала dalvaryo various 
Dogeteccne, X-ray, Dena Supple and Laboratory подета Food Su Tor he Frat Samosir Cy 


Interested applicants must submit pre-qusiiestions! supporting documents, payment of non- 
‘atuncabi ве lor Dog Meena Pp 690.00 Medical Surgical supply, Dental & Laboratory reagen! Ph 
£00.00 and Food Stuf Php 500. Bidding documenis can be secured atthe Secretariat Tondo Medical 
‘Center atthe Supply Опса, Balut, Tondo, Manta. 


‘The schedule ot bidding ectivties are es folo: 
CSI 
эе 
ЕЕЕ 
[7x] 


ЕТЕТ] 
Bie 
Noc 1.200 
Noc 18.2004 


бренд! 
‘ise 


| Drag acre 
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Tv. 17,208 
жола 2008 


CIEE Te 162008 | N18 208 


nd, pre-bid conference, bd 
‘valuation an award of contract shall be governed by tne Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR A) of 
Бери Act No. 9184, otherwse krown as the Government Procurement Reform Ac 

‘Al actilios shall bo hol at Tondo Medical Canter, Conference Room, Balu, Tondo Mania unless 
amo.ncec телеге, 

For Further doas, pioase corta Secretariat Tondo Medical Conor at Telaphone No. 251-8421 — 23. 

‘TONDO MEDICAL CENTER, BAC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REJECT ANY BID, 
‘TO ANNUL THE BIDDING PROCESS, REJECT ALL BIDS AT ANYTIME PRIOR TO THE AWARD OF 
‘THE CONTRACT, WITHOUT THEREBY INCURRING ANY LIABILITY TO THE AFFECTED BIDDERS 
OR ANY OBLIGATION TO INFORM THE AFFECTED BIDDERIBIDDERS ON THE REASONS FOR 
DOING SO TMC-BAC ASSUMES NO OBLIGATION TO COMPENSATE OR INDEMNIFY BIDS NOR 
DEEM IT GUARANTEED THAT AN AWARD WILL BE MADE. 


(воа) VICTOR J. DELA CRUZ, MD, CESO IV 
Medical Conor Cie 


ERRATUM: 
Last Soptomber27, 2004, TMC-BAC Inadvertent issued an Invitation to Bid for Janitorial Services 
эла Securty Services for CY 2005. The Janitorial and Security Services shouid not have been 
Included in that publication. TMC-BAC 


(POI - September 27 & October &. 2008) 


NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION 
‘THERMAL GENERATION 
BATANGAS COAL-FIRED THERMAL POWER PLANT 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
В Rel. No, PB-JS-BCFTPP-P10c04-01 

The Local Bids ond Awards Committee (Local BAC) and HA/Admin. 
Procsemeri NPC-ECETPP win опса adaese a! NPC, ВСЕТРР Complex, 8g) 
Sen Raas. Cuaca. Stargas rio тиен irs 1o apply ог egy ang 
Biter to отд ecuremns: 

[DATE OF BIDDING: October 28, 2004 (10:00 AN) 
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Compete ses o! ЕОМ end Ве Documents may be cblanad tom 
Materai MaragemantSovices ice, NPC ECF TPP Compl Brgy. San Raa, 
Сааса, Batangas upon ставот and presentaton ol те orga DIT or SEC 
Tegeraton ard payment of non telangana е f PS 000.00 rom Monday nday 
Бе 

Bos мӣ bo ceived at the NPC-BCFTPP, Calaca Science Centum, on ra 
dete and tme 000008 above алет which Elgbily Requirements ала Bid 
Proposals wil be opened inthe presence of ending waders. Caricato ot 
Regsrasoniscogby PSOMMISD wa бе nonorod provided et Ceres ssi 

A Pre-Bid Conterence wä be conducted a he NPC-BCFTPP, Calaca Science 
Carrum on Oster 15, 2004 и 1009 AM омеа by a Sie inpecton ol e 
Praec 

окрес одот зла signily conlormance to bidding arms and onions 


accordance win hw FF of epee het No 184 
"the Laval BAC. NPC BCF TPP. reserves height 1o accept or тес any bid, 
ana 10 caresi те dang process and ecc al de at any time proto award ol 
Sonac, wihoat thereby mcum any tabiy o the acted Bers) or any 
SEaren to vom te віесво tasers of ne ground) tor NPC's acion, 
TBaangas Goa! red Thermal Power Plants oiner equremarts are posted at 
те DEM Watene. wer procurementservice Or. 


CHAIRMAN, 
Local ва B Anaras Commitee 


о-ой 1,2009 NPC-BCFTPP 


NATURE'S CALL HEEDED 
In response to tho urgent need t 

Philippine butterfles thru the c 
sanctuaries and houses serving аз gene Бали, 
land Cove Resort & Lelsure Park recently 

launched The Butterfly Farm last Sept. 
‘Seen in the photo proudly posing for the 
Photographer are Island Cove's general 
manager, Norlinda Agustin and guest of honor. 
Congressman Boying Remulla, Congresiman of. 
the 3rd District of Cavite. 


NOW ОРЕК, 
BUTTERFLY 


ABANGAN! 


Job Market's JOBZ: OVERSEAS Employment Expo 


Ang Job Fair по йо ay lalahukan ng ilan: sa mga tanyag at respetadong 
overseus recruitment agendes ng bansa. 


Para sa mga chensya na naghahangad na makahanap ng mga kandidato 
pora sa OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT, narito ang event na dapat mong salihan. 


Kailan: October 11 & 12, 2004 
\. Saan: Starmall, Las Piñas 
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[Para sa mga interesadong sumali, 
sumusunod na Inquirer Classified Ads Ё 


Main. = 897-8808 loc. 514/51 
| Makati - 811-4361 / 811-4370 а 
F Quezon City: 912-9008 1010 - 
Mandaluyong = 635-0219 / 637-2008, 
bManila. -e 527-3342 / 522-4406 
| Provincigl =, 897-8808 loc, 243 
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OCTOBER 11 & 12,2004 STARMALL LAS PIÑAS. 


Read terry Sunday ih the Pippa Dail Inger. 
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National Highway 
Ideal Residential - Commercial Development 
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NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


Notice is hereby given that the Amended Articles of Incorporation 
of MMLDC, INC. (the "Corporation") which shortened the term of 
its corporate existence to end on October 15, 2004 and thereby 
dissolving the said corporation on said date, has been approved 
by its Board of Directors and shareholders at duly constituted 
meetings both held on September 1, 2004. 


Ali persons having claims against said corporation are requested 
to present same at the Corporation's principal place of business 
located at the 8/F Lopez Building, Ortigas Avenue, Pasig City. 


This announcement will serve as notice to all concerned of the 
legal dissolution of the aforesaid corporation. 


во September 20.27 а October 82008) 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT PROVINCIAL/REGIONAL 


DISTRIBUTORS NEEDED FOR: 
PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS 
ORAL.AND INJECTIBLE 


V Manufactured under strict Good 
Manufacturing Practice (GMP) by 
Hizon Laboratories, Inc. 

High quality imported raw materials 
Foll/Blister and individual packaging 
Registered and conform with BFAD 
regulations 

Exclusive distributorship agreement 


GENESIS PHARMA, INC. 
fnere Healthcare Begins" 
77 Branches Ext. Mendoza Village 
Project 8, Quezon City 
Tel. Nos. 929-0607 / 829-0602 
Fax No. 928-0607 


A fully equipped and staffed office 
in the heart of Makati for only 
P1,800/month 
‘Ask about our Virtual Office Packages 
Our services include: 
phone answering & message taking, 
message notification, ме сай forwarding, 
mail and parcel handing, and much more. 
Сай Us: 7516730 
Visit Us: www.myoffice.com.ph 
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"As you watch over us from the bosom of our Lord 
We ask for your continued intercession to guide us 
So that we shall also tread the path to righteousness 
‘And be exalted to enter the Kingdom of the Lord.” 


The Knights of Columbus in the Philippines, together with 
KC Philippines Foundation 
KC Fr. George J. Willmann Charities 
KC Fraternal Association of the Philippines, Inc. 
Anchor Savings Bank 
Keys Realty and Development Corporation 
Mace Insurance Agency 


prayerfully pays tribute to: 


SIR KNIGHT LAURO M. CRUZ, SR. 
First Luzon Deputy 


whose legacy of wholehearted devotion to the Holy Mother Church, to the 
Country, to the Order of the Knights of Columbus, to brother knights and their 
families, and to all whose lives he had enriched, exemplifies the virtues of a true 
Knight, worthy of emulation by all. 


Bro. Larry peacefully joined our Lord on October 1, 2004. His body lies at 
Mt. Carmel Church, New Manila, Quezon City. Holy Mass on October 5, 2004 will 
be at 7:00 a.m. in Mt. Carmel Church to be followed by cremation in Holy Trinity 
Memorial Chapels, Sucat Road, Parafiaque City at 9:00 a.m. 


We urge brother knights to offer holy mass for the repose of his soul. 


Se For the needs of your departed Loved Ones, 
the following establishments can help you. 


Our Beloved 
DADDY 
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Atty. Laureano L, Abesamis, Jr. 


"Corporate Secretary, Federation of National Hog Канети 
Grend Knight, Knlehts of Columbus (Trece Martirez City Chapter) 
Professor of Business Law, MLQU 
‘Captain, Philippine Coast Guard 
Peacfily joined our Lord and hs wife Rufina. 

‘on October 2, 2004 at the age of 68. 

не shall be missed by his children Chet, Chicky, Junette and Peaches: 
grandchildren Mayo, Mikko, Monique and relatives. 

His remains lie in state at Premiere Suite 1, Loyola Memorial Cha 
Guadalupe, Makati City. 

“The family is requesting for your prayers for the etemal repose of his soul- 

Interment will be announced Ister. 


September 20, 1927 - October 05, 2001 


Her Beloved Husband Papal Knight Commander 
HILARION “LARRY” C. TOLENTINO 
and daughter MARY ANNE request relatives, 
friends, and the pious Readers to continue 
praying for the eternal repose of Her Soul. 

A Mass will be offered tomorrow, 
Tuesday October 05 on her resting place at the 
Heritage Park, Fort Bonifacio, Metro Manila 
at 5:00 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Very Reverend Salvador Pablo, SDB, 
Rector of Don Bosco, 

Makati City, is the main celebrant. 
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E In Loving Memory 
1 On the Third Death Anniversary of 
Dame Edita Dadia Tolentino 
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People’s PC program launched Blame operators, not police 
over cellular phone thefts 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva 
Contributor 


PRESIDENT Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has 
launched the "People's PC" program that, in 
partnership with Intel Corp., seeks to offer af- 
fordable personal computers to Filipinos. 
‘Commission on Information and Commu- 
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nications Technology chair Virgilio Peña and 
Intel Microelectronics Philippines head Ricky 
Banaag signed a memorandum of under- 
standing Wednesday last week. 

‘Peña said the deal was still “exploratory” but 
stressed this is part of the CICT's program to in- 
crease PC penetration in the country by offering 
more affordable computers to Filipinos. 

“Our target price point is P15,000. But Intel 
is still negotiating with various suppliers. We 
have not determined the final price yet," Peña 
said ina telephone interview. 

Peña noted that both CICT and Intel are al- 
so working on the channels of distribution of 
the people's PC. 

“We have not yet established the distribu- 
tion model," he added 

Tn a briefing, Banaag said Intel is working 
with Philippine resellers in the distribution of 
the Peoples PC. 

Paul Orlin, president and chief operating offi- 
cer of Intel Corp. who visited Manila Wednesday, 
told reporters that Intel has done similar initia 
tives in at east 15 countries including Thailand, 

“Taking advantage of information technol- 
ogy and the Internet will help Filipinos a 
quire the knowledge and skills that are hi 
valued in today s workplace,” Otellini said 

Ina separate interview, newly appointed CI 
CT Commissioner Tim Diaz de Rivera said the 
Peoples PC will likely cost between P16,000 
and P17,000. However, this cost will translate. 
to а "bare" system, meaning it would have no 
operating system and software. 

Rivera said the National Computer Center. 
is working with government financial institu- 
tions оп possible financing schemes for gov- 
ernment employees who might want to avail 
ofthe People's PC program. 
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15° Samsung Monitor 

АТХ 300watts case wi keyboard 
40GB SAMSUNG 7200rpm 

PS2 mouse w pad 
444 Floppy disk drive 
200watts Multimedia Speaker. 
52X Samsung CD-ROM 
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The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyito! 


Look for the specially-marked Guyito coupon in the pages of 
Cut out, put your name, address and signature. Drop at designat 


boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos 


no lecs than balanced news and fearless views. 


Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 2004! 


‘See posters and print ads for more details. 
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By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva. 
Contributor. 


IMEI (International Mobile 
ment Identification) from a 
phone network. The IMI 
code assigned to every handset 
manufactured. 

А subscriber can check his 
IMEI by keying in *#06#. 

NTC encourages phone th 
tims to keep their IMEIs safe 
their phones are lost or stolen. 


MOBILE phone operators and not the 
police should be held responsible for 
the increasing cases of phone thefts in 
the country, according to the founder 
of an organization of Filipinos advo- 
cating the rights of сей phone theft 
victims. 

Jun Lozada, executive director and 
founder of the Organisasyon ng mga 
Gali sa Magnanakaw (OGSM), sa 
mobile phone operators are in a posi- 
Чоп to solve this problem since they 
control the network where all cell 
phones, including stolen ones, oper- 
ateon. 

Lozada revealed, for instance, that 
‘Asian operator Hutchinson has made 
headways into preventing cell phone 
theft in the United Kingdom due to 
pressures from victims and lawmakers. 

Lozada told Infotech that local mo- 

phone operators are turning a 
blind eye on the cellphone theft prob- 
lem since they have more to lose by 
disallowing stolen phones from being 
used in their nerworks. 

A former telecommunications ex- 
ecutive, Lozada disclosed that a top 
executive of a mobile phone operator 
even admitted that “a stolen phone is 
another customer to operators. 

During the first Senate hearing on 
cell phone theft held Friday, 

ding top. 
police officials for their lack of infor- 
mation and even conflicting statistics 
‘on this emerging crime. 

Lozada who was a the hearing de- 
fended the police, stressing that “if 
there is any group that can do some- 
thing about ths, isthe mobile phone 
companies, nt the police." 

Lozada said phone theft was an 

opportunistic” crime. 

1а an earlier report, mobile phone 
operators said that phone theft is a 
police matter. But they said that they 
are also helping solve the problem 
through the “blacklisting” system be- 
ing implemented by the National 
‘Telecommunications Commission. 

Blacklisting involves blocking the 


Controversy 


blocked a total of 9,247 IMEI 
stolen or lost cell phone. 

tal of 25,492 cases of stolen 
phones, while in 2003 the fig 
lined to 16,954. 


ferent picture. 


total number of robbery cases: 


to August 2004. 


presented a differen picture. 


phone thefts from January to. 
this year was 332. 


The discrepancy in police 
shocked lawmakers who then 


coordination. 
Lozada said the Senate can 
dom laws that were passed aft 


phone theft crime 


said that given 25,000 cases of 
ог lost cell phones reported 


lost or stolen every year. 


isa 15-digit 


‘As of September 2004, NTC has 
represents a reported case of 


1n 2002, NTC figures showed a to- 


Police figures, however, showa dif- 


Based on a Philippine National Po- 
lice National Street Crime Environ- 
ment briefing, cell phone snatching 
cases represented 31 percent of the. 


ей during the months covering March 


Police Chief Supt. Wilfredo Dulay, 
Who presented the police figures at 
the Senate hearing, said the total 
number of cell phone theft numbered. 
310 from March to August 2003 and 
248 during the same period last year. 
Police Chief Supt. Prospero Noble 


Noble said the toral number of 


grilling them during the Senate hear- 
ing for their lack of information and 
measure similar to the United King- 
government realized the extent of the 

Based on OGSM's estimate, 


percent of the victims reported losing 
their mobile phones to thieves. He 


NTC, about half a million phones are 


Equip- 
mobile 


In the UK, government estimates 
700,000 phones are lost or stolen an- 
ually 

‘The NTC issued last month a direc- 
tive requiring all phone repair shops, 
as well as phone dealers, to register 
with the regulatory body. This move 
was intended to stop unscrupulous 
phone repair shops and dealers from 
the supposed practice of tampering, 
with stolen phones to go around the 
blacklisting system of the NTC. 

Lozada said the current blacklist- 
ing system has several technical loop- 
holes that allow stolen handsets to be 
recycled back to the market. 

NTC Chair Ronald Solis said during 
the hearing that software technology. 
used to tamper with IMEIs of hand- 
sets is readily available on the Inter- 
net. 

Solis, however, stressed that the 
NTC' recent directive hopes to abate. 
the practice of tampering with IMEIs. 

Meanwhile, cellular operators 
Smart Communications and Globe 
Telecom reacted to Lozada's state- 
mens. 

"We don't want to be engaged in 
this blaming game. Were cooperat- 
ing. It is as if we're not willing to co- 
operate,” said Ramon Isberto, head of 
püblicaffairs of Smart. "This is a diffi- 
cult problem and there is no one big 
solution. There are a variety of mea- 
sures, such as educating people on 
avoiding becoming victims." 

Isberto said "we have to work to- 
gether" within the bounds of the law. 

“We cannot unilaterally block 
stolen phones,” he said. "How would 
we know if a person is using a stolen 
phone or not?" 

Froilan Castelo, assistant vice pres- 
ident for corporate and regulatory af- 
fairs of Globe, added: "We alone 
could not provide the solution to the 
problem. We can only do as much." 

Castelo reiterated that Globe is 
currently cooperating with the NTC 
by blocking a stolen cell phone num- 
ber 24 hours after it is reported stolen 
or lost. Healso noted that Globe is not 
making money out of the stolen 
handsets. 
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3G spectrum allocation 


By Leo Magno 


THE GLOBAL association of GSM operators 
and manufacturers is facing a second world 
war against supporters of the CDMA platform 
for mobile phones. This time, however, the 
battle is being fought in India. 

Supporters of the GSM (Global System for 
Mobile communications) and CDMA (Code 
Division Multiple Access) incompatible mo- 
bile platforms have been fighting the war for 
dominance since the early 90s. CDMA is still 
being used in the North and South America 
and Asia (mostly in South Korea) while GSM, 
the dominant platform ofthe two, has been а 
standard in Europe and Asia. In the Philip 
pines, the now-defunct Pihel used to offer 
CDMA service, but eventually lost to GSM 
which is now being used by all three Philip- 
pine operators. 

“The battle for global dominance was re- 
пеней with a controversial proposal from In- 
dian telecommunications regulators. That 
proposal involves the allocation of India's 
1850MHz to 1910MHz band for СОМА up- 
link, with che 1930MHz to 1990MHz band for 
CDMA downlink. 

The problem is, rhe International Telecom. 
munications Union, the United Nations of 
telecommunications policies, has previously 
reserved way back in 1992 the 1920MHz to 
1980MHz band for 3G uplink, with the 
2210MBz to 2170MHz band for 3G down- 
link. No problem with the tatter, but the for- 
met—the 1900 spectrum—clashes with the 
CDMA downlink in India's new proposal. 

The ITU allocation of the 3G spectrum ap- 
plies worldwide. If government regulators re- 
lease the 1900 spectrum in favor of CDMA, In 
dia will not be able to enjoy 3G services on the 
same plain as the rest of the world. 

This goes to show that communications fre- 
quencies—like real estate and domain 
names—have become valuable assets. 

India isa critical market for both telecom- 
munications operators and equipment man- 
ufacturers. It is the second most populated 
country in the world next to China. tis also 
critical for both CDMA and GSM operators. 
In 2004, India’s GSM operators have con- 
nected six million new users or 80 percent 
of all new mobile subscribers and 55 per. 
cent of all new telephone connections. 
Should the 1900MHz hand he given to CD- 


uirer. 
drop 


MA, it would block the internationally allo- 
cated upward path of GSM and 3GSM oper- 
ators to 3G. 

‘That's why Sunil Mittal, CEO of India's 
GSM-based Bharti Telecom, is mad. 

"Clearly there is pressure once again com- 
ing from CDMA operators,” said the Bharti 
CEO. Bharti is India's leading Telecom con 
glomerate. 

"They are attacking a slice of the spectrum. 
CDMA lobbyists are fighting for that. Instead. 
of getting the 1800 spectrum, they're pressing 
for a band in the 3G spectrum. This is not 
about technology This is about politics" Mit- 
tal said, speaking at the recently concluded. 
365M Congress. 

Bharti has aired its complaint to the GSM 
Association (GSMA), a global GSM trade as- 
sociation composed of 667 operator members 
and 140 associate members in 209 countries 
Overall, the GSMA members account for 1.15 
billion GSM subscribers or one-sixth of the 
world population. 

"The GSMA responded by sending last Mon- 
day an open lener criticizing the new propos- 
al of indian telecom regulators 

"They're disregarding the IU,” said GSMA 
chair Craig Ehrlich. “This proposal is a direct 
attack on all that the ITU has achieved and 
could seta precedent.” 

Japan, which before had been an isolated 
cellular ‘communications island, has also 
adopted the ITU 3G allocation, South Korea, 
CDMA user, also abided by the ITU decision 
‘The United States, however, remains the last 
biggest holdout for CDMA which is still 26 
technology. 

Asked if chere could have been connivance 
in the drafting of the new Indian proposal in 
favor of CDMA, Ehrlich said: "The bottomline 
is that it was a decision marked by political 
and business interests.” 

"Government сап create winners and 
losers with the regulatory decisions it makes. 

ndia's regulators were up and down. We 
wanta regulation that’s consistent over a long 
period of time," said Ehrlich. 

Should India decide to push through with 
its decision, 3G on the 1900МИ spectrum, 
will still be rolled out elsewhere in the world 
but not in India. That decision may also sway 
others to follow India's lead and, in the fu 
ture, may continue disregarding the ITU, ге 
suking in chaotic frequency allocation, 
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MORE than 1,500 runners from com- 
panies, schools and running clubs 
have so far confirmed their participa- 
tion in the Ist Auto Review 10K Run 
for Road Safety and Courtesy on Oct. 
10, 6 am. at the CCP Complex in 
Pasay City. 

‘Aside from Asahi Glass Corp, Cal- 
tex and Accel, more companies such 
as Total, General Motors, Toyota Mo- 
tor Philippines, Isuzu Philippines 
Corp, Ford Group Philippines, Mazda 
Philippines, Mitsubishi Motors, Nis- 
san Motor Philippines, Viking Cars 
Inc (Volvo), Red Bull, Today and 
Manila Bulletin are likewise support- 
ing the advocacy event that aims to 
promote mass-based awareness on 
road safety. 

Runners from Asahi Glass, Isuzu, 
Automobile Association of the 
Philippines, Toyota, Ford and Mit- 


More companies, schools, 
clubs in Auto Review 10K Run 


subishi together wirh the University 
of Makati, PSBA-QC, De La Salle, 
Fort Bonifacio High School and 
Manila Plus, Mariners Gym, St. Pan- 
cratius and Valenzuela running 
clubs are participating in the 10-km, 
5-km and 3-km distances that will 
start and finish at the CCP fronting 
Star City. 

Registration is ongoing at 5 Agusan 
Street, Sta. Mesa Heights, Quezon 
City with contact numbers 742-0283 
ог 742-3091, or log on to wwwxia- 
autoreview.com or етай autore- 
viewmail@yahoo.com 

Entry forms are also available at 
the CCP Little Theatre Entrance, CCP 
Main Building, Roxas Boulevard, 
Pasay City; Patafa office, RMSC, Р 
Ocampo Sr, Manila; and the MBC Of- 
fice, Aliw Theatre, CCP Complex, 
Pasay City. 


‘The entry fee is PISO for 10K and 
5K and P75 for 3K (for 12 years old 
and below) and students. The top 10 
runners in each category will receive 
glass trophies and gift packs. The top 
three placers will get additional cash 
prizes while the male and female 
champions in the 10-km event will 
bring home a Carryboy mountain 
bike each on top of the P7,500 cash 
prize. 

The organizers will accept entries 
until October 7. 

The Ist Auto Review 10K Run isen- 
dorsed by the World Health Organi- 
ation Representative to the Philip- 
pines, Department of Education, 
Metro-Manila Development Authori- 
ху, the Automobile Association of the 
Philippines, Campi, MDPPA and the 
Society of Philippine Motoring Jour- 
пайыз. 


GROOVE YOUR WAY TO VICTORY 
See them move and watch them groove as high 
school teens from all over Metro Manila dance their 
way to the top in the first-ever Teen Synergy Dance. 
Competition. All female high school students are 
‘encouraged to join this high-energy event where 
artistry, creativity and coordination are pushed to 
the fits. Bearing the theme ‘fashionably fur, 
teams of B to 10 members must compose a dance. 
routine of 3 to 4 minutes. Only 30 teams willbe se- 
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{ected to compete in the elimination rounds. 
100,000 in cash plus gift certificates await the 
rand prize winner. A percentage of all cash prizes 
will goto the teams’ respective schools. The first 
elimination round willbe on Oct. 16 in Robinsons, 
Galleria. To join, just call Mitzi Magdaparan at 927- 
9112. Shown are the giris of Jose Rizal University, 
‘one of many teams that have signed up for the 
dance competition made possible by rissa, 


Epson unveils new, sleek home printer 


EPSON Philippines Corp, the country’s leader 
in digital imaging solutions, recently unveiled 
the Epson Stylus CAS-an affordable, all-pur- 
pose color inkjet printer that delivers razor- 
sharp copies of text documents and hassle- 
free, picture perfect photos. 

Aside from its sleek and attractive design, 
the new Epson Stylus C45 also boasts of an as: 
tounding 2880 dpi resolution and may be con- 
sidered as the ideal home printer for the family 
thats perfect for your letters and office reports, 
homework and'university assignments, as well 
as web downloads and e-mails. What's more, 
its cubistinspired chassis also comes with a 
built-in adaptor and retractable paper tray. 

Moreover, the Epson Stylus C45, which is 
equally amazing for printing both photos and 
document printouts, also delivers with uncom- 
promising speed at 12 ppm for black text and 
‘upto 5.4 ppm for color text. 

"To achieve that picture-perfect printout of 
high-quality glossy photos that are perfectly 
matched, the Epson Stylus C45 uses a 6-picol- 
iterinkdrop size and an optimized print resolu- 
tion of up to 2880x720 dpi. Epson Stylus C45 
also uses Epson's industry-leading Micro-Piezo 
printhead and PerfectPicture Imaging system 
that enables the new printer to produce clear, 
crisp black text and outstanding color graphics 


GROUP ARTISTS OF TAYTAY 


The Junior Group Artists of Taytay (J. GAT) is holding an a 
exhibit titled Obra ko to! until Oct. 30 at the Pasig Museum, 
Pasig City. The exhibit shows different works of art suchas 
paintings, sculptures, photography and portraiture from par- 
icipating artists Alvin Anchinges, Roger Baligaya, George Bas, 
‘Jel Cruz, Ron Dasal, Danny Doce, Neston Fortaleza, Dion Ed- 
‘win Francisco, Lope Francisco, Darwin Guevarra, Reggie Lim, 


Fora truly vivid photo printout, the revolution- 
ary Epson Stylus C45 may also be optimized to 
reproduce superb, glossy prints using Epson's 
Premium Glossy Photo Paper. 

Epson's Preferred Color Technology, which 
specifies how colors will be produced on the 
printer, also helps to ensure vivid color expres- 
sions so your photo printouts appear brilliant 
with more attractive colors. The effects partic- 
ularly outstanding when printed on Epson's 
now affordable Premium Glossy Photo Paper 
that’s available in 4R (10x15 cm) and A4 sizes. 

For fun, ease of use and cost savings, the Ep- 
son Stylus CAS also offers an array of media 
support in its driver Using PhotoEnhance 
mode, effects like monochrome, sepia and 
parchment printing becomes easy. The new 
printer also comes pre-loaded with a print pre- 
View, N-up printing and poster printing fanc- 
tions, plus improved digital camera correction 
function ideal for removing "noises" from digi- 
cam images. 

It also comes packed with an easy-to-use 
photo utility Epson PhotoQuicker 3.5, which 
сап help transform low-res digicam images 
from your mobile phone into fun prins like 
photo stickers. Your photos automatically get 
resized for its intended use. Again using Pho- 
toEnhance mode, you can also frame photos 


with the fun and exciting Print Image Framer, 
ог make images look similar to conventional 
silver halide prints. Red-eye reduction func: 
tion, on the other hand, also adds to its usabili- 


If you think you've heard enough, here's 
more: a new convenient utility that appears 
asa button in your Internet Explorer brows 
er, Epson Web-to-Page Toolbar, helps opti- 
mize web page settings to conform to the re- 
quired size and ensures that no text or im- 
age is cropped in the final copy. Finally, the 
Epson Stylus C45 also has a “black ink save 
mode" that offers a composite black option- 
made by mixing cyan, magenta and yellow 
inks-when the black ink is running low. So 
now you don't have to worry about running 
ош on black ink for that urgent report, let- 
ter or homework you're rushing for tomor- 

The Epson Stylus C45 is compatible with 
Windows 98, ME, 2000 and XB supports a USB 
interface and is being retailed at a suggested 
price of P2,495. It uses Intelidge ink cartridges. 
that help you monitor ink levels more accurate- 
ly and supporss both Print Image Matching IL 
and Exif 221 standards, making it an ideal 
companion for your digital camerz-and your 
homes, too. 


RECOGNITION FOR ROBBY RABBIT, CHARACTERS UNLIMITED 
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BDO CASH CARD WINS ASIAN BANKER AWARD 
Banco de Oro's BDO Cash Card won nancial institutions in the Asian re- 
the Asian Banker Award, anintemna- “gion. BDO Cash Card was launched 
tional recognition given to banks ог December 2002. and within a year 
their outstanding products and ser- earned wide market acceptance 
vices. Asian Banker managing direc- from users. The cash cardis a 

tor Emmanuel Daniel awarded ВОО ^ reloadable prepaid, multi-purpose, 
chair Teresita Sy and bank president _ electronic debit card not linked to 
Nestor Tan the Product Excellence in ` any deposit account. Customers are 
Retail Finance Services for the ex- —— Quaranteed low-cost, secure and 
ceptional performance ofthe 800 convenient electronic mode of pay- 
Cash Card. The citation recognizes ment empowering beth corporate, 
the pursuit ofexcellence among fi- and retail customers. 
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At the recently held 15th Annual National Con- 
‘sumer Awards (Anca), Robby Rabbit was recog- 
rized as an Outstanding Cartoon Character Brand, 


"lon, Roxas Boulevard, The Robby Rabbit mascot 
also personally graced the ceremony. Robby Rab- 
bitis a Filipino-made cartoon character that has 


5527804 and look tor Bryan. 


Hari Martin Lualhati, Jonalyn Villar-Montero, Joel Montero, 
Jonjon Magalona, John Perry Pellejera, Christopher Pellejera, 
Warren Regaspi, Lin Marie Reyes, James Sanorjo, Anthony 
Vargas, Bryan Villanueva, Ferdie Villanueva, Randy Vitales, and 
Раша Zapanta. For more information, call Jr. GAT at 284-1445 
0r 0919-2613762 and look for Jona or Joel or at 0927- 
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Sider. 
But children outgrow their old baby ski 


A CHILD'S skin needs special care and attention. Their skin 
is more delicate, prone to irritation and allergic reactions 
than that of adults. So when choosing a skin care line for 
your little one, mildnessis the most important factor to con- 


they reach the age of four, they are more active and need addi- 
tional grooming aids to keep them fresh, clean and pre- 
sentable all day. They also start forming their own preferences 
when it comes to their toiletries. If your child is used to the 
gentle, hypoallergenic and dermatologist-tested Zwitsal baby 
care line, there is no need to switch brands because you can 
trust Zwitsal Kids. They still offer the same hypoallergenic, 
pH-balanced and dermatologist-tested formula with fun fruity 
scents like Tutt-Frutt, Orange, Kiwi and Strawberry that add 
a playful element to their everyday grooming activities. 
Bath-time is like playtime when you teach them to take а 
bath the way mommy does. Start with the no-tears Detangling 
Shampoo and follow-up with the Conditioner. Just as he 
comes out of the shower, splash on the Cologne to keep him 
fresh and sweet-smelling. Teach him proper tooth-brushing 
techniques with the Toothpaste for sweet-smelling breath. 
Dust with the Powder to keep him cool and fresh. Then after 
dressing him up in his сше litle outfit, room his hair with the 


Kids never outgrow 
their Zwitsal Kids 


products. When 


Styling Gel with conditioners that keep his hair in 
place and protect his hair from drying out. 

Zwitsal Kids is available at Sara Lee Direct Sell- 
ing Philippines (formerly known as House of Sara. 
Lee) and authorized Sara Lee dealers nationwide. 
For inquiries, call hotline 810-5402, or e-mail cus- 
tomerrelations@saraleedirectselling.ph. 
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‘while the recognition of Outstanding Retailer of in- 
ternational Cartoon Character Consumer Products 
was given to Characters Unlimited. Steven L. 

Ching and Carolina D. Ching accepted the awards 
during the awarding ceremony Aug. 27 at Le Pavil- 
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proven its competence through the new, high- 
quality designs о! consumer products carried un- 
der its brand. The awards were given by the Con- 
зите’ Union of the Philippines (CUP) under the 
leadership of lawyer Quirino Marquinez. 
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CHINESE РГӘ Budi. 


‘POSO MULA SA PUSO’ 

In view of the celebration of the Filipino-Chi- 
nese Friendship Day, the "Poso Mula sa Puso' 
project was launched by the Chinese-Fllipino. 
Business Club Inc with the cooperation of 
DZMM program Aksyon Ngayon’. The beneti- 
cial and charitable civic project involved tho in- 
Stallation of deep well water facilities in remote 


barrio areas. Shown are the project organizers 
during the project inauguration at Batasan 

Hilis, Quezon City (from lett, Johnny Lee, CF- 
BC president Rufino Koplo, DZMM ‘Aksyon 1 
Ngayon’ program anchor Kaye Dacer, Rep, 1 
Francis Joseph Escudero, PacasloAngand — ; 
Steven Ching. 
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HAIR LOSS 


STOPS 


AT SVENSON 


"WHEN IT COMES TO 
SOLVING HAIR LOSS, 
SVENSON'S IT! 


“Му hair was thinning out that 
‘see my scalp right through it when I'm under 
the studio lights. 1 heard from other people 
that when it comes to solving hair los: 
Svenson's IT! Without batting an eyelash, | 

it straight there so they could do something 
about my problem. Now, my hair is much 
thicker, looks healthier and a lot better than 
‘ever. I'm very satisfied with Svenson. 


best friend in hair recovery!" 
Maurice Arcache Н 


Journalist/TV Host 
iu Stop hair loss and enjoy having real hair 


again. Call Svenson today! 


YOUR CHOICE NOT ТО BE ВАО 


_ cau 892-HAIR wn _ 


MAKAT) QUEZON GITY BINONDO ALABANG CEBU 
ASIF GT Tow AIF Cedar Exec. 11/F Federal Tower ^ 4/F Citbank-Frabelle TEL 234-0851 
Sos. TIF Keppel 


Landbank backs 
GSIS pensioners 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THELAND Bank ofthe Philippines has agreed. 
to continue servicing the banking needs of 
215,000 government pensioners until Sept. 
30 next year atthe request ofthe Government 
Service insurance System. 

Landbank president Gary Teves said the 
GSIS had sent written requests dated Oct. 1 
and Sept. 14 to extend the banking relation- 
ship, ший the pension fund's electronic card 
payment system had been fully rolled out. 

"We want to assure GSIS pensioners that 
Landbank is committed to ensuring heir conve- 
rience and security and will continue to address 
their needs ший Sept. 30, 2005, by which time 
their new eCard system should be fully imple- 
mented,” Teves said in press statement. 

Teves said Landbank had directed its 350 
branches nationwide to continue servicing 
monthly pension payments of pensioners. 

He said the bank had an extensive network 
covering all 79 provinces reaches employees 
of local government units, public school 
teachers and other government employees. 

GSIS'shifttothe eCard system earlier drew 
flak from some groups, largely because the 

e-banking contract was awarded to pri- 
vately-held Union Bank of the Philippines. 


TEVES 


Some accused GSIS president Winston 
Garcia of favoring Unionbank because the pri- 
vate banks majority owners, the Aboitiz fami- 
1y, also hailed from Cebu 

But GSIS explained that Unionbank was 
chosen over other banks, including Bank of 
the Philippine Islands, because it offered the 
best e-banking platform at the lowest mini 
mum maintaining balance of P1 billion. 

Unionbank, on the other hand, said it was 
able to offer the cheapest service because its 
information technology infrastructure had 
been in place for some time. 


DBM wants special 


By Michelle V. Remo 


Equitable PCI Bank and the Singapore Post. 
A partnership that will send smiles across the miles. 


Only Equitable PCI Bank was chosen by the Singapore Post to be its official 
remittance partner for Singapore-based OFWs. 


Now, Filipinos in Singapore can send money to their loved ones back home in the 
Philippines more conveniently and easily. Because Equitable PCI Bank and Express 
Padala make sure that OFW's money is safe. No wonder the Singapore Post, 

* just like you, made Equitable PCI Bank their Bank of Choice. Because all we do 
is all for you, 


Squitable PCI... GF 


Your Bank of Choice 


Contact our Call Center at 84-911 (Metro Mani 
PLOT 1-800-188-84-011 and Digitel 1-800-333-84-911 ( 
Visit worw.equltablepelb.com 
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THE DEPARTMENT of Budget 
and Management wants to place 
billions of pesos in revenue from 
so-called special accounts to the 
national governments general 
funds to help ease its budget 
deficit problem. 

According to Budget Secretary 
Emilia Boncodin, the national gov- 
emment needs the flexibility to al- 
locate revenue from special ac- 
counts—or funds that can only be 
appropriated for specific activites 
ited by special laws—for urgent 
and more vital expenditures, other 
than those specified by special laws. 

She said the move would need 
legislation by Congress and the 
DBM was willing to push the bill 
‘on that proposal. 

Department of Finance Under- 
secretary Nieves Osorio said the 
DOF supported the idea, given that 
the objectives of some of the spe: 
cial laws had already been met. 

She said revenue from activi- 
ties undertaken in fulfillment of 
the special laws should be used 
for other expenditure require- 
ments of the government that 
were immediate. 

There are so many special laws 
right now chat have kept the gov. 
ernment from using the revenue 
to fund the necessary expendi- 
tures, she said. 

"The special laws say that rev- 
enues from activities peculiar to a 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


GOTIANUN-LED Filinvest Land 
Inc. (FLI) will issue P2 billion 
worth of five-year corporate 
notes this month to refinance ma- 
turing debts in November, INouIR- 
та sources said. 

Sources said the real estate de- 
veloper was finalizing the debt 
| offering and tapped First Metro 
Investment Corp. (FMIC) to head 
the group of banks that will man- 
age the debt issue 
> Analysts said they expected FLI 
to secure adequate refinancing 
on time. 

“The only major hurdle to FLI 
is its P2 billion maturing LTCPs in 
November. After this loan maruri- 
ty the next major maturity comes 
in 2007 to the tune of P1.2 bil- 
lion," said Alfred Dy, head of re- 
search at Credit Lyonnais Securi- 
ties Asia. 

РИ has P1.2 billion in convert- 
ible bonds falling due in February 
2007 and P40.78 million worth of 
long-term promissory notes that 
will mature in March 2005. 

FLI president Joseph Yap had 
seid РШ could either refinance its 


accounts 


revenue to go to general fund 


certain industry or sector should 
only be used only for a specific 
expenditure that are related to 
the said industry or sector. 

For instance, the officials said, 
royalties eamed by the govem- 
ment from contracts given to pri- 
vate companies to exploit the 
country’s energy sources could 
only be used to fund activities 
that are related to the energy sec- 
tor. Another example is the road 
useis tax, the revenue from 
which could only be used for 
road-related expenditures. 

Ina presentation during a Senate 
hearing on the proposed 2005 bud- 
get held last Friday, Boncodin said 
the national government expected 
26.2 billion in revenue from spe- 
cial accounts. The amount can sig- 
nificantly help the govemment ad- 
dress its deficit problem ifithas the 
Rexibility to use the money for im- 
mediate expenditure requirements. 

The  govemments budget 
deficit is expected to hit P197.8 
billion by yearend. The govem- 
ment hopes to gradually trim it 
down, by increasing revenue col- 
lection and cutting expenditures. 
Government hopes to wipe out 
the deficit by the end of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's term in 2010. 

“To help ease the deficit, the DBM 
has initiated austerity measures, 
such as suspension of foreign and 
local travels and purchase of motor 
vehicles, and strict compliance with 
government procurement rules. 


Filinvest to issue 
LTCPs worth P2B 


debt via another LTCP issue or a 
combination of long-term bonds, 
loans and LTCPs. 

Its P2 billion long-term com: 
mercial papers falling due in 
November carries an interest rate 
of 2 percent over the weighted 
average of the 91-day Treasury 
bill até. 

Showing it has enough те 
sources to settle its obligations, 
РШ expects sales to increase by 50 
percent this year to P3 billion, 
from the P2 billion generated last 
year. 

FL said it would set aside al- 
most P1 billion this year for mid. 
dle income and affordable hous 
ing projects, as well as leisure de- 
velopments. 

‘Among the projects slated for 
this year are the Blue Palm Estate 
in Sto. Tomas , Batangas, a mid- 
dle-income house and lot devel- 
opment called the Manors and à 
leisure community called Laeuna 
de Taal in Talisay, Batangas, 

Yap said the company also 
planned to further develop its 
200-hectare residential property 
in Taytay called the Manor 
Ridge. 
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PRESIDENT ARROYO SPEAKS 


Management skills: Major block to entrepreneurs 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


NOBODY has been paying them enough at- 
tention. Any help has largely been lip service. 

Yet entrepreneurs have the potential to 
bring the country out of the economic rut it is 
in, 

"rhe Arroyo administration recognizes this 
potential and plans to unleash it through its 
Medium Term Philippine Development Plan 
02004102010). 

‘One of the program's main objectives is to 
create 10 million jobs. 

“We shall have supported three million en- 
trepreneurs by giving them loans and helping 
them become good managers, thereby estab- 
ishing a deep foundation for a broad middle 
class,” the plan says. 

Entrepreneurs are people who are self-em- 
ployed and who create jobs. 

‘At a recent dinner tendered by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo for four journalists (the 
author included), we asked what was the 
biggest stumbling block to entrepreneurship 
inthis country. 

Her reply was а quick, (аск of) “manage- 
ment skills.” 

Studies of entrepreneurs show that a Jot of 
businesses close shop because of the lack of fi- 
mancial know-how, at the heart of which is cash 
flow management. 


3 million more 

President Arroyo said part of the three million 
entrepreneurs to be in place by 2010 were the 
government employees who will choose to retire 
under the governments retirement program. 

Budget Secretary Emilia Boncodin said 
during the dinner that the government want- 
ей to give them their retirement рау on their 
ast day in office. 

The government was already holding semi- 
nars to give the retirees options on what to do 
with their money—whether to set up a busi- 
ness or to investit. 

Another barrier to growing the ranks of en- 
trepreneurs is the fact that most Filipino parents 
encourage their children to become professionals. 

Only a handful coach their kids to become 
entrepreneurs. 

‘This despite the SME sector being “the 
backbone ofthe Philippine economy,” accord- 
ing to the Department of Trade and Industry. 

SMEs comprise about 99.6 percent of all 
registered firms, employs 69.9 percent of the. 
labor force, and accounts for 32 percent of the 
economy. 

‘SMES also help ensuré a more equitable 
distribution of income, disperse economic ac- 
tivities to the countryside, and are a potent 
force in the war against poverty. 

Republic Act No. 9178, or the Barangay Mi- 
cro Business Enterprise (BMBE) Act of 2002, 
states the Philippine government has set a 
policy to promote the establishment of 
ВМВЕз by providing various incentives and 
benefits to entrepreneurs. 

In compliance with President Arroyo's direc- 
tive, the DTI convened all the key players in 
‘SME development, including the pertinent gov- 
оттеп departments and agencies, and formu- 
ated the National SME Development Agenda. 

‘But many items on the agenda have yet to 
be implemented. 


Complaints 

Entrepreneurs complain of bureaucracy, 
too much taxes and fees, lack of financing, an. 
uneven playing fied. 

But the DTI claims targeted and collabora- 
tive programs in financing, marketing, train- 
ing, product development/technology inter- 
vention, and advocacy have resulted in higher 
business performance for many SMEs as mea- 
sured by their assets, employment and sales. 

In its website, the DTI posts a question, 
“Why bean entrepreneur?" 

Itcitesthe following answer: 

Entrepreneurship is a way of life. Being en- 
trepreneurial means being able to identify, 
start, and maintain a viable and profitable 
business. 

You may ask: “Why should I risk my re- 
sources in an unpredictable business when 1 
could hold a stable job with a permanent 
tenure and an assurance of a regular monthly 
Income, without any risk?" 

1п other words, why be an entrepreneur if 
you can be an employee? 

Entrepreneurship has its own rewards, as 
well as its risks. Having your own business 
has tremendous rewards, but be sure to weigh 
prospective returns against the potential risks 
and losses. 


Rewards of entrepreneurship 


Have unlimited opportunity to make 
money. When you have your own business, 
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Web retailers facing 
pre-holiday changes 


were up 5.2 percent to $216.3 billion in 
2003, according to the National Retail Fed- 
eration. This year's growth is expected to 
again be in the single-digits on strong re- 
peat performances from the apparel and 
consumer electronics sectors. 

Online retailers have put the mishaps of 
Christmas past behind them: Who can for- 
get the shipping snafus of the late 1990s 
that left children without toys on Christmas 
morning? But as they strive to lower prices, 
they also are under pressure to deliver ev- 
er-better selection and service to the grow- 
ing number of shoppers accessing the Web 
via home broadband connections. 

Thé coming holiday season will be 
Sears.com’s first for selling apparel and 
home fashions. Its “Virtual Decorator” fea- 
ture helps shoppers see how a bedspread, 
curtains or side table would look in a room 
that can be made to resemble the real thing 
athome. 

Sears.com sister site Landsend.tom is ex- 
panding the reach of its custom-fit tool 
from categories such as jeans, chinos and 
men's dress shirts to include its outdoorsy 
men's "Marinac" jacket, which can be cut to 
order, with extras such as an inside pocket 
for an MP3 player or underarm zippers for 
ventilation. 

“You're constantly tweaking and upgrad- 

You're constantly adding more capaci- 
ty” said Bill Bass, who oversees e-com- 
merce for Sears, Roebuck and Co. and its 
Lands End specialty clothing brand. 

"We spend the entire year getting ready 
for Christmas,” said Mark Vadon, chief ex- 
‘ecutive of diamond engagement ring seller 
Blue Nile Inc., which has enhanced visual- 
ization tools in its "Build Your Own Ring” 
feature that allows users to search for dia- 
monds and settings. 

Patrick Byrne, president of Over- 
stock.com, said the Salt Lake City-based 
online discounter is doing some very heavy 
lifting with a major investment in new com- 
puter systems. 

“They almost failed last Christmas. We 
just couldn't keep up," he said, noting that 
the project involves equipment upgrades, 
enlarging bandwidth and swapping out 
home-grown software for more robust com- 
mercial products. 

EBags CEO Jon Nordmark said his site is 
putting its entire catalog online for the first 
time this year and will again offer cus- 
tomers free second-day air-shipping up- 
grades. 

"The time frames tightened up a lot last 
year. People have higher expectations of 
sites to get things there at the last minute,” 
Nordmark said. Reuters 


SAN FRANCISCO—It's a great time to be an 
Internet shopper, but the same search tech- 
nology that is transforming the Web into a 
bargain-hunter’s paradise is putting the 
squeeze on online retailers doling out dis- 
counts and incentives to lure customers. 

As the holiday shopping blitz approach- 
es, generally accounting for about one- 
third of annual online sales, Internet retail- 
ers are under pressure to keep up with a 
fast-changing market. 

One early forecast sees online holiday 
sales rising as much as 20 percent from last 
year's $18.5 billion. This year, retailers will 
be working even harder to earn a buck as 
the growing popularity of search-based 
comparison shopping engines like Shop- 
ping.com, BizRate.com and NexTag.com 
fuel an intense battle to deliver the lowest 
prices. 

"We believe the heavy competition on 
the Web has created а new level of promo- 
tion, which is sure to suppress margins” for 
online retailers, Piper Jaffray analyst Safa 
Rashtchy said in a recent note. 

Meanwhile, search providers and shop- 
ping comparison sites—the Web's new 
gatekeepers—stand to reap big rewards for 
connecting buyers with the best deals, he 
said, 

Major Internet operators, who have 
worked hard to win the trust of consumers, 
are moving into the seatch space to protect 
their flanks and hopefully cash in on the 
mew opportunity. 

Amazon.com Inc.—known for its person- 
alization technology that recommends 
products to individual users—has launched 
its own Web search unit called A9, offering 
a small, advertising-financed discount to 

‘AOL recently overhauled its online shop- 
ping center to better compete with Yahoo 
inc., Google Inc., which offer comparison- 
shopping tools based on Web search. 


Banner year on the Web 

A preliminary forecast from Ernst & 
Young, calls for а 15 percent to 20 percent 
rise in holiday online sales. 

Jupiter Research expects 2004 online 
sales to jump 24 percent year-on-year to 
$65 billion, excluding travel, automotive, 
‘auctions and prescription drugs. 

Annual online sales grew 28 percent in 
2003, 33 percent in 2002 and 29 percent in 
2001, Jupiter analyst Patti Freeman Evans 
said. She added that sector growth is seen 
cooling around 2006 under the weight of a 
maturing market and a bigger base for com- 
parison, 

‘Online and offline holiday retail sales 
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Embrace excellence, get back on track 


THIS years 3rd MAP International 
“CEO Conference is on Nov. 11 at the 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel. 

The theme is "Survive and Excel in 
‘Turbulent Times." We will focus this 
year on strategies and opportunities; 
particularly what leaders and man- 
agers can do and must do to ensure 
survival and sustainability in the im- 
‘mediate and distant future. 

In one day, the MAP brings together 
renowned business leaders aii speak- 
'ers to bring about a balance of busi 
mess practices and perspectives 
cal, regional and global—into the 
comprehensive agenda for change. 


Embracing excellence 

‘One of the speakers is Dr Frank Ash- 
[3 

His most recent book is on building 
and sustaining high-performance orga- 
nizations, “Embracing Excellence—Be- 
come An Employer Of Choice To At- 
tract And Keep The Best Talent.” 

Dr Ashby has vast experience 
gained from the training and coach- 
ing programs he has conducted at 
800 of the Fortune 1000, and in 77 
countries throughout the world. 

He was formerly ҮР instruction & 
chief leaming обсег of Dale Сатере 
& Associates Inc, the worlds largest 
leadership training organization. 


Good to great 

This is indeed a great read in con- 
junction with Jim Collins book, 
"Good To Great.” 

"The first part of Collins book is "Disci- 
plined People’; of which there are four 
key considerations. The single most im- 
portant consideration is "geting the right 
people on the bus" Bus is a metaphor 
used in the book for companies. 

Colins sans with getting the right 
people since it takes right people to "get 
"wrong people off the bus”; which is actu- 
ally the second key consideration. Wrong 
people will not ger other wrong people 
ОЁ the bus since they relate to other 
wrong people. They are their own kind. 

The third key consideration of Collins 
is “make sure right people are in their 
right seats in the bus.” The point Collins 
makes is that the single most difficult 
task ofa firm is finding right people. 

Hence, once you have the right per- 
son, the last thing you would want to 
бо is to get him off the bus because he 
happens to be sitting in the wrong seat. 

Collins "Good to Great" is a great 
segue to Dr. Ashby's"Embracing Excel- 
Тепсе” which discusses, among others, 
tips on retaining the right people. 


Lessons learned 
This is why the book of Dz. Frank 
Ashby is most helpful to firms in their 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


By Franco G. 
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efforts to attract right’ people and 
once they are on board, on keeping. 
them. 

According to Dr. Ashby, among 
those that attract right people are 
generally high performance organi- 
zations with six basic attributes: (1) 
they have a missionary zeal; you see 
enthusiasm everywhere, (2) they 
have a sense of pride, sincerity and 
‘cooperation, (3) there is an emphasis 
оп creativity, (4) there is a focus on 
building role models, (5) there is an 
attitude of constructive discontent, 
and (6) they have a habit of celebrat- 
ing success—an appreciation for ac- 
complishments. 

Dr. Ashby explains why right peo- 
ple on their own get off what they be- 
lieve are wrong buses for them. The 
nine biggest issues right people have 
with their bosses are: 

(1) inequitable compensation, 

(2) leading by fear, 

(3) no clear career path, 

(4) mediocre performance is toler- 
ated (so why bother to do superior 
work?), 

(5) unfulfilled promises, 

(6) putting personal interests of a 
leader above everything, 

(7) being treated as second class 
citizens, 

(8) failure to reward superior 
workand ` 

(9) feeling unappreciated. 

Ashby points to surveys which 
signify that recognition for a job well 
done is the single biggest motivator 
for employee performance. 


Back on track 

‘Attendees to this years MAP CEO 
Conference will be among the first to 
hear Dr. Ashby shortly before the 
launch of his next book this fall, “Back 
On Track.” 

Ina recent survey of nearly 13,000 
American workers at all job levels in 
most major industries in the US, the. 
consulting firm Watson Wyatt found 
that only 39 percent of employees 
trust senior leaders at American com- 
panies. 

The issues of "trust" encompasses 
ай members of the work force, re- 
gardless of race, color, or creed. It 
would be to our advantage to hear 
first-hand the various thought para- 
meters of this very important aspect. 


of our own ofganizations and human 
capital. 

Tene Gochman Ph.D., Watson Wy- 
att’s national practice leader for orga- 
nization measurement and author of 
the survey explains, “Employee trust 
levels and corporate performance are 
closely linked. In fact, our survey 
found that the rate of three-year total 
returns to shareholders is almost 
three times higher at companies with 
high trust levels than at companies 
with low trust levels.” 

Dr. Ashby shows that the historical 
ly low levels of organizational trust in 
‘American business today is а top- 
down problem—one created and nut- 
tured by senior management. He also 
shows that the reason for the problem 
is because of two business trends 

The first trend is the changes in the 
way business executives have come to 
define success since the economic 
boom of the 1980s. The second trend 
is the changes to the rules of engage- 
‘ment within the senior ranks of cor- 
porate America. 

The problem is some executives 
take liberties in twisting the defini- 
tions of right and wrong—ethical and 
unethical—when their personal 
agenda competes with making mon- 
ey for the company. Unfortunately, 
this highlighted the sad agenda of 
personal fame, fortune and glory. 

This is in fact the opposite of two 
unique characteristics of a level five 
Jeader (highest in the leadership hier- 
archy), which are: personal humility 
and building generationally. 

Finally, Рт. Ashby explains that the 
reasons many of the organizational 
fixes fail to generate truly lasting 
change is because the treatments 
were applied to the wrong group of 
people and that is at too low a level in 
the organization. 


Sequel 
“Back On Track" reveals the secrets of 
organizations that have successfully 
‘identified and rid themselves of unethical 
Tanager (what Jim Colis els wrong 
people) and management prac. 

Filipinos will be interested to know 
from Dr. Ashby "techniques" on how 
these firms transformed their trou- 
bled cultures iro environments that 
bubble over with excitement, 

In addition, these companies are 
alive with a genuine optimism, and 
are characterized by relationships 
grounded on’shared visions, creativi- 
SY, espect and mutual ust. 

(The author is chair of the MAP CEO 
Conference Committee and managing 
consultant and CEO of Six Sigma Con- 
sulting. Feedback at 
mapsecGglobenet com ph) 
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you will most certainly have unlimited poten- 
tial to eam money. How much money уой 
‘earn depends on the time and effort you put 
imo your enterprise. Successful en- 
trepreneurs have earned their wealth and 
prestige through hard work and by having the 
Tight product for the right market at the right 
time. 

Be your own boss. As sole proprietor of 
your business, you make the decisions for 
Your enterprise and take full responsibility for. 
them, The quality of these decisions will 
translate into either gain or loss for your busi- 
ness. Being your own boss means you are in 
control of your future. You have a better grasp 
of what you want tobe. 


Tap your creativity. A business usually 
starts out as an idea, You will have the oppor- 
tunity to harness this creativity and turn your. 
idea into products and processes. 

Overcome challenges and feel fulfilled. 
Starting a business is by itself an accomplish- 
ment. Running a business tests ап en- 
trepreneurs capability in securing and man- 
aging resources. How well a business turns 
‘out depends on the owners ability to face 
challenges and overcome them. 


Risks of entrepreneurship 
Riskof failure 
Unpredictable business conditions 
Long hours of work 
Unwanted or unexpected responsibilities. 
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Hove to let my ideas speak for 
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‘TAX lawyers in the country are reputed 
tobe experts in finding loopholes in our 
tax laws that big businessmen can take 
advantage of to reduce their financial 
obligations to the government. 

In defense of their profession, tax 
lawyers argue that tax avoidance is le- 
gal, while tax evasion is illegal. They 
claim itis not their fault that they are 
able to discover the gray areas in the tax 
laws that enable their clients to avoid ог 
minimize their tax obligations. 

Tt is common practice for big taxpay- 
ers who find possible areas for tax 
avoidance to get written opinions from 
their tax lawyers or accountants con- 
firming or validating their understand- 
ing of tax provisions that are suscepti- 
ble to different interpretations. 

OF course, the interpretation that 
‘works to the advantage of the taxpayer 
gets a favorable response. Using the 
opinion of counsel as legal basis, the 
taxpayer then proceeds to compute and 
pay the taxes he thinks he owes the gov- 
ernment. 

Ifthe Bureau of Internal Revenue lat- 
er declares the taxes paid to be incor- 
rect and orders the payment of ad 
tional taxes, plus interest, penalties and 
surcharges, the taxpayer can cite "re- 
liance on the opinion of counsel" as jus 
tification to ask for the withdrawal of 
the additional chargers. 


Liberal treatment. 

Following the jurisprudence in the 
United States from which our tax laws 
have been derived, that excuse is usual- 
ly allowed by our revenue officals, in- 
cluding the tax courts. 

‘The liberal treatment is premised on 
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US court: Opinion of counsel 


will not protect tax evaders 


the principle that a taxpayer should not 
be penalized for following the advice of 
his lawyer in the interpretation of our 
tax laws. Neither should the lawyer be 
taken to task for giving the wrong ad- 
vice because he is presumed have acted 
їп good faith when he rendered his 
opinion. 

Considering that the interest is usu- 
ally 20 percent per annum and the 
penalties and surcharges are not less 
than 25 percent of the unpaid taxes, the 
successful invocation of the "good 
faith" defense can translate to substan- 
tial savings forthe taxpayer. * 

Tes а win-win situation for the tax- 
payer: ifthe validity of his tax avoid- 
ance is upheld, he reduces his tax liabil- 
ities; if the tax reduction is declared in- 
appropriate and his "good faith” plea is 
accepted, he is no worse situation than 
before. 

He will be paying the same amount 
of taxes he should have paid in the first 
place. However, between the time he 
initially pays his taxes until he pays the 
balance of his liabilities, he can use the 
money for other purposes. It's like using. 
other people's money without having to 
pay interest 


‘Transactions 

‘The extent to which an opinion of 
counsel can be used as а shield by a tax- 
payer for protection from tax evasion 
charges has been redefined in a recent 
decision of a US district court. 

"The case involves Long Term Capital 
Management, an investment company 
with а capitalization of $6 billion, 
which engaged, among other business- 
es, їп the sale and purchase of long- 
term leases and commercial papers of 
profitable companies. 


PHILIPPINE 


1n 1997, Long Term entered into a se- 
ries of transactions that netted it 
tremendous profits. To avoid paying 
$40 million in taxes for those deals, it 
claimed tzx deductions worth $106 
million. 

After declaring the transactions а 
sham, the US Internal Revenue Service 
disallowed the deductions and ordered 
Long Term to pay some $56 million in 
unpaid taxes, penalties and surcharges. 
Long Term defended the validity of the. 
financial arrangements їп question and. 
invoked as part of its defense the opi 
ions rendered by two law offices in rela- 
tion tothem. 

The opinions of counsel stated that 
the transactions were above board and 
entitled to the tax deductions being 
claimed by Long Term. 

In its 196-page decision, the court 
analyzed every step of the transactions 
to determine their eligibility for the de- 
ductions and the validity of the $56 mil- 
lion additional assessment. 


Legal opinion 

The court upheld the action of the 
IRS. On the question of whether Long 
Term can invoke the defense that it act 
ed with “reasonable cause and good 
faith” in following its lawyers advice on 
the transactions and deductions, the 
court ruled that 

“Before a taxpayer may be consid- 
ered to have reasonably relied in good 
faith on advice, two threshold require- 
ments must be satisfied: 

(1) the advice must be based upon 
all pertinent facts and circumstances 
and the law as it relates to those facts 


to account the taxpayer's purpose for 
entering into a transaction and for 
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ADVERTISING: 


The 2004 ASAP Conference 


Brand and Product Managers, Promotion Managers, 
Communication Managers, Advertising & Marketing 
Managers, Agency Account Managers, Direct Marketing 
Managers, Creative Directors, Media Managers, 
Corporate Communicators, Photographers, Copywriters, 
Jingle writers, General Managers/Owners. 


CONFERENCE KEY TOPICS: 
OCTOBER 19, 2004 (DAY 1) 
* Global Advertising Trends & Directions 

* The Making of a TV Commercial Project 

* Breakthrough in Commercial Photography Project 
* Mobile and Wireless Advertising 

* Below the Line Advertising: Challenges and 
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structuring a transaction in a particular 
manner, and it is not adequate if the 
taxpayer fails to disclose a fact that it 
knows, or should know, to be relevant 
to the proper tax treatment of an item; 

“(2) the advice must not be based on 
unreasonable factual and legal assump. 
tions (including assumptions as to fu- 
ture events) and must not unreaso 
ably rely on the representations, find- 
ings or agreements of the taxpayer or 
any other person, including а represen- 
tation or assumption that the taxpayer 
knows, ог has reason to know, is unlike- 
lytoberrue” C 
Obligations 

In other words, to enable the taxpay- 
erto claim the benefits of the defense of 
“reliance in good faith on the advice of 
counsel," it must be shown that before 
the lawyer rendered his opinion he 
thoroughly examined the details of the 
transaction and did not merely rely on 
the statements or representations made 
byhis client. 

The lawyer is obliged to take a pro- 
active, not a passive or listening post, 
stance in determining whether the tax 
arrangement submitted to him for ad- 
vice meets the requirements of applica- 
ble laws and is not aimed at evading 
compliance with tax responsibilities. 

In the instant case, the court was not 
convinced the opinions rendered by 
Long Terms lawyers met that criterion. 

The law firms’ plea—trust us, we 
looked into all pertinent facts, we were 
involved, we researched all applicable 
authorities, we made no unreasonable 
assumptions, Long Term gave us all in- 
formation" was curly rejected by the 
court. 
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MOVEMENTS 
New Blue Cross CEO 


THE BLUE Cross Group. 
‘of Companies proudly 
announces the appoint- 
ment of their new chief 
executive officer, John 
Casey. 

An expertin the man- 
agement of financial 
services businesses, 

Casey has contributed 

immensely to the 

growth of various non- 

lite and healthcare com- 

panies in the Philip- 

pines, across Asia and. 

Australia. Prior to join- 

ing Blue Cross, he was President and CEO of the 
John Hancock Life Insurance Corp. in the Philip- 
pines. With an extensive experience across Asian 
markets, Caséy В also well versed in the areas of 
strategic and operational planning and financial 
management. 

"We are confident that Mr. Casey is highly 
qualified to lead and manage Blue Cross into be- 
‘coming the leading provider in of medical, travel 
and healthcare services in the Philippines. We 
trust that he brings with him a wealth of expertise 
and experience that wili propel the company to 
bigger and greater heights,” stated Stuart Mc- 
Carthy, chair of the Board. 

"Jam delighted to be here," says Casey of his 
recent appointment. The product ines that Blue 
Cross offer provide solutions of families in the 
Philippines. | would like to maximize this opp 
tunity to make these excellent products and s 
vices available to more Filipinos." 

Blue Cross Insurance Inc. and Blue Cross. 
Health Care are one of the leading providers of 
medial insurance, travel insurance and total 
healthcare management in the Philippines. Their 
head office is located at Blue Cross Center, 8000 
Makati Avenue, Makati City. For more informa- 
tion, lease сай 899-8001 or visit www. blue- 
cross.com.ph. 


New execs at [R Powers 


JOHN Robert Powers 
ineraionghrecony 
appointed now directors 
forthe schoo. Heading 
the istis Loma Car 
Safero Clemente as 
franchise director in 
charge of al! the con- 
тет and interests ot 

the T2 franchises ot JAP Й 
inthe Asia Pacifi ro- 

Son 

‘Second is Susan Di- 
mayuga Javier as mar- 
keting and sales director 
ior JRP- Manila. Third is 
Teresa Carios Айбате 
as euiculum director. 

Clemente a CPA as three degrees suchas 
Bachelor of interior De- 
sign trom the University 
f the Philippines; Bach- 
flor ot Science in Ac- 
Courting trom Far East- 
em University and Lia 
Com. trom Assumpton 
College, 

Ме Javier was former 
senior sales consulant 
O JRP betore her new 
appointment 

"ante was former 
assistant professor in 
Assumption College 
tanding communica- 
tion, advertising. and 
public relations. She pan 
as former curriculum and teaching manager f 
RP-Mania before her new appointment and isa 
Candidate for PhD. in human resource manage- 
ment 

"The executive director of JRP-International is 
Marvic Padila- Catala. 


Excellence 
awards for 
men launched 


AGREAT great man excels in his field because 
he is passionate about his work. He is confi- 
dent of who he is and what he has accom: 
plished. Most of all he knows what he wants 
and how to get it. He is in Constant pursuit of 
excellence in his personal and professional 
life. These are the true measures of a man - 
characteristics that Fundador Gold Reserve 
advocates. 

Tn choosing the finer things in life, a 
great man opts for. those with substance. 
Тһе Fundador man is not flashy but unpre- 
tentious, not pompous but respectably re- 
served. 

Fundador Gold Reserve believes it is 
time men who represent the brandy's ide- 
als of excellence be recognized and com- 
mended. As such, it recently launched its 
first-ever Fundador Golden Excellence 
Awards. 

The search isopen to men who are active 
members of key organizations in the coun: 
try— professional, academic, socio-civie 
and other affiliations. Fundador Gold Re- 
serve will work closely with these organi- 
zations in picking out awardees who are 
good role models among their peers and in 
society. 

Fundador Gold Reserve recently handed 
ош йз first set of Golden Excellence Awards to 
outstanding members of the Philippine So 
ety of Mechanical Engineers (PSME). The cer- 
стопу will be held during the PSMES 52nd 
Convention at the World Trade Center'in Rox- 
as Boulevard, Manila. 
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"THREE years after Mani- 
abased — Chikkacom 
launched із mobile in- |f 
stant messenger, Chikka 

is one of the most 
viewed and used elec- == 
tronic properties by Fil- СИК YES 
ipinos in the Philippines csse] 

and all over the world, = 
according to the compa 
hys chief operating off- 
cer at the celebration of 
10 Years of the Intemet 
їп the Philippines (One. 
TIntemet Doy) held re- 
сепйу at the SM Cyber- 
zone in Mandaluyong 
ау 

"ht any given time, 
over one million PC and unified (PC and 
mobile) users are online chatting via our 
Chikka Txt Messenger,” said COO Chito 
Bustamante. 

"And so more than any other Interet- 
based service today, excepting email, Chikka 
is the one thing that is bringing Filipinos to- 
gether as an online community,” Bustamante 

Chikka is downloadable instant messag- 
ing software that lets PC users send free text 
messages to any mobile phone in the Philip- 
pines. Mobile users simply “text back” as 
they would to an ordinary text message, ex- 
cept this one zips through the Internet to his 
phone. 

Launched in 2001, the unique applica- 
tion successfully married SMS and instant 
messaging (IM) technology. Eleven million 
subscribers make up the entire network at 
present, going online whenever prompted 
by PC buddies who see them on their 
screens, 

Smart and Globe mobile phone users al- 
so have the advantage of “unifying” their 
PC and mobile accounts by simply using 
their GSM numbers as their Chikka log-on 
105, 

When away from their computer, their in- 
stant messaging session is uninterrupted as 
they still get messages via SMS. 

Finally the traditional IM feature of buddy 
presence detection is supported on mobile. 
‘Thus, it is now possible to check via SMS who 
are online on their PCs. 

“We get tens of thousands of registrations 
daily, many by overseas Filipinas who depend 
оп Chikka's two-way PC to mobile messaging 


 BusINESSMonday 
Next to e-mail: It's Chikka for Filipinos worldwide 


“We see ourselves now as promoting both 
"cultures, instant messaging and text mes- 
saging. The next step isto bring our commu- 
nity to more mobile operators around the 
world. This has begun for select Asian coun- 
tries as well asin the US where mobile users 
in select areas are now also enjoying the 
benefits of unifying their PC and cell phone 
їр.” 

Chikka Asia Inc. is a pioneer in wireless 
applications services development, having 
created the world's first mobile IM and pro- 
ceeding to launch it in the coveted “SMS 
Capital.” 

The company has since developed other in- 
tegrated applications including mobile-inter- 
active TV, SMS-enabled auction sites, mobile 
matchmaking, and mobile versions of Inter- 
net Relay Chat. 

t has fully exploited proprietary "su 
ing” technology to bring successful Internet 
‘models to the mobile world. 

It licenses the same patented methods 
to affiliates and partners who have em- 
ployed them for various mobile solutions, 
їп turn launched by international carri- 
ers, 

n 2002, Chikka Asia Inc., the company's 
regional operating entity based in Manila be- 
came one of the first mobile data enablers in 
the world to be ISO-certified under the 
9001:2000 series. 

By aligning its management and soft- 
ware development processes with interna- 
tional standards, Chikka has helped estab- 
lish the region as a global hub for excellent. 
wireless applications testing and develop- 
ment. 


Birthday greetings for 
Francisco Guy 


Dear Papa: 


We miss you very much, and we want to greet 
you a HAPPY 79" BIRTHDAY! 


Everyday, we pray that we will soon be 
reunited. Don’t lose hope, have faith in God 


and prayer. 


We love you. 


From your wife Simny, 


your children Gaspar, 


Geraldine, Grace, Gladys 
and all your grandchildren 


to keep in touch with friends and family" said 


Congratulations to the Winners of the nationwide 
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Aussie filmfest at The Podium 


THE SECOND Australian Film Festival recent- 
ly unrecled at The Podium, bringing together. 
members of the diplomatic corps, fim indus- 
try corporate executives, the members of the 
Australian community in Manila. 

‘Australian Ambassador Ruth Pearce graced 
the occasion, as did the Australian Embassy's 
Deputy Head of Mission Ermitag, AUSAid 
counselor Angus MacDonald, AUSTrade se- 
nior trade commissioner Alan Morrel, Алга 
Megan Douglas, and the Australian Embassy's 
Public Affairs Manager Karen Tagle. 

Also seen enjoying the critically acclaimed 
films were US Embassy's Daniel Ricci, as well as 
corporate executives such as ADB's Madeleine 
Varkay, Michicko Suga, Steve Sedgewick, 
‘Trevor Smith, HSBC's Martin Cook and Jennifer 
Crawford. They were welcomed by Keppel 
Properties Philippines country head Sin Wai 
Meng. 

‘The festival unreeled at The Podium's luxe. 
Cinema 2 with the award-winning film "Walk- 
ing оп Water". Other critically acclaimed 
films included in the subsequent 10-day run 
at the SM Megamall Cinema included "Aus- 
tralian Rules", "The Tracker", "The Hard 

lildegarde", "Garage Days", “Better 


Optimum formula vs HPN: Affordable 


AT THE opening of the 2 Australian Film Festi- 
val at The Podium were Australian Ambassador 
Ruth Pearce (2nd from left) and (from left) 


Than Sex’, "Doing Time for Patsy Cline”, and 
“Black and White". Eric Bana's debut fiim 
"Chopper", which featured him in а solo role, 
was also screened. 
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ABC PRESIDENT GAWAD CCP AWARDEE 


Antonio O. Cojuangco, president 
and СЕО of the Associated Broad- 
‘casting Company (ABC) was award- 
ей the Gawad ССР Tanging Parangal 
by the Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines at the 2004 Gawad Para sa 
Sining awards ceremonies held re- 
cently at the Tanghalang Nicanor 
Abelardo. which highlighted СОР 
th anniversary celebration. The 
award is given to organizations or 
individuals who have made signifi- 
cant contributions in support of the 
arts and cultural advancement. Out- 
side of his business enterprises, Co- 


Chris Hoban, Keppel Property Philippines 
country manager Sin Wai Meng. and Randy Ur- 
landa. 


The Second Australian Film Festival was 
spearheaded by the Australian Embassy in co- 
operation with The Podium, SM Cinema, and 
‘Smart Communications. 


2-in-1 drug with lifestyle change 


HEALTH expers emphasize that lifestyle 
changes remain a cornerstone in the treat- 
mentof hypertension; and sustained intake of 
an effective medication is equally important 
to preventlife-threatening complications. 

Lifestyle changes, although initially recom- 
mended, would not suffice once hypertension. 
becomes advanced. Many cases require the 
more aggressive therapy afforded by medica- 
Чоп like ace inhibitors, diuretics, and an- 
giotensin II receptor blockers (ARBs), and be- 
ta blockers, 

While monotherapy, or one-drug therapy is 
considered adequate for the initial treatment 
of hypertensive patients, the seventh report of 
the Joint National Committee (JNC VII) on 
high blood pressure treatment recognizes 
that a combination therapy such as ARBs and 
diuretics is most effective in lowering the 
blood pressure of the large proportion of pa- 
tients. 


According to the JNC VII, ARBs plus diuret- 
ics is an optimal combination as the mecha- 
nisms of the two agents are different and com- 
plementary: The combination works by block- 
ing the action of certain chemicals that tighten 
the blood vessels so blood flows more freely. 
Hawever, clinical data has proven that 
combining ARBs and diuretics in single high 
doses poses serious side effects to many pa- 
tients. This explains the significant need for a 
fixed-dose combination drug-with the two 
compounds in safer doses-to reduce adverse 
effects while effectively lowering blood pres- 
Besides tolerability, however, another im- 
portant concern is the price of such drugs. 
Doctors are sometimes hesitant to prescribe 
the more aggressive combination therapy be- 
cause the majority of patients will not be able 
to afford them. Due to economic considera- 
tions, most Filipinos do not regard medicines 


MSD voluntarily withdraws 
Vioxx worldwide 


WHITEHOUSE STATION, N.J-Merck Sharp 
& Dohme (MSD) recently announced a vol- 
untary worldwide withdrawal of Vioxx (ro- 
fecoxib), its arthritis and acute pain medi- 
cation. The company's decision, which is ef- 
fective immediately, is based on new, three- 
year data from a prospective, randomized, 
placebo-controlled clinical trial, ће Ap- 
prove (Adenomatous Polyp Prevention оп 
охх) trial 

The trial, which is being stopped, was de- 
signed to evaluate the efficacy of Vioxx 25 
mg in preventing recurrence of colorectal 
polyps in patients with a history of colorec- 
tal adenomas. In this study, there was ап in- 
creased relative risk for confirmed cardio- 
vascular events, such as heart attack and 
stroke, beginning after 18 months of treat- 
mentin the patients taking Vioxx compared 
to those taking placebo. The results for the 
first 18 months of the Approve study did 
not show any increased risk of confirmed 
cardiovascular events on Vioxx, and in this 
respect, are similar to the results of two 
placebo-controlled studies described in the 
‘current US labeling for Vioxx. 

“We are taking this action because we be- 
lieve it best serves the interests of pa- 
tients,” said Raymond V. Gilmartin, chair, 
president and chief executive officer of 
Merck. “Although we believe it would have 
been possible to continue to market Vioxx 
with labeling that would incorporate these 
new data, given the availability of alterna- 
tive therapies, and the questions raised by 
the data, we concluded that @ voluntary 
withdrawal is the responsible course to 
take. 

Approve was a multi-center, random- 
ized, placebo-controlled, double-blind 
study to determine the effect of 156 weeks. 
(three years) of treatment with Vioxx on 
the recurrence of neoplastic polyps of the 
large bowel in patients with a history of col- 
orectal adenoma. The trial enrolled 2,600 
patients and compared Vioxx 25 mg to 
placebo. The trial began enrollment in 
2000. 

Vioxx was launched in the United States 
їп 1999 and has been marketed їп over 80 
countries. In some countries, the product is 
marketed under the trademark Ceoxx 
Worldwide sales of Vioxx in 2003 were $2.5 
billion. 

Results of the Vigor (Vioxx Gastrointesti- 
nal Outcomes Research) study, released in 
March 2000, demonstrated that the risk of 
gastrointestinal toxicity with Vioxx was 
less than with naproxen, but indicated an 
increased risk of cardiovascular events ver- 
sus naproxen, However, in other studies in 


cluding MSD's Phase II studies that were 
the basis of regulatory approval of the 
product, there was not an increased risk of 
cardiovascular events on Vioxx compared 
with placebo or Vioxx compared with other 
mon-naproxen non-steroidal anti-inflam- 
matory drugs (NSAids). MSD began long- 
term randomized clinical trials to provide 
an even more comprehensive picture of the 
cardiovascular safety profile of Vioxx. 
"Merck has always believed that prospec- 
tive, randomized, controlled clinical trials 
are the best way to evaluate the safety of 
medicines. Approve is precisely this type of 
study-and it has provided us with new data 
onthe cardiovascular profile of Vioxx,” said 
Peter S. Kim Ph.D, president of Merck Re- 
search Laboratories. “While the cause of 
these results is uncertain at this time, they 


„suggest an increased risk of confirmed car- 


diovascular events beginning after 18 
months of continuous therapy. While we 
recognize that Vioxx benefited many 
tients, we believe this action is appropri- 
ate." MSD has informed the Food and Drug 
Administration and regulatory authorities 
in other countries of its decision. The com- 
pany also is in the process of notifying 
health care practitioners in the United 
States and other countries where Vioxx is 
marketed, 

Patients who are currently taking Vioxx 
should contact their health care providers. 
to discuss discontinuing use of Vioxx and 
possible alternative treatments. In addi- 
tion, patients and health care professionals 
may obtain information from www.mer- 
ck.com, www.vioxx.com and 
www.msd.com.ph, or they may call hotline 
number 878-6338 and 1-800-1-888-6737 
(toll-free), or email their inquiries through 
medicalsecretary@merck.com. 

The results of clinical studies with one 
molecule in a given class are not necessari- 
ly applicable to others in the class. There- 
fore, the clinical significance of the Ap- 
prove trial, if any, for the long-term use of 
other drugs in this class, consisting of COX- 
2 specific inhibitors and NSAids, is un- 
known. The company will work with regu- 
latory authorities in the 47 countries where 
Arcoxia is approved to assess whether 
changes to the prescribing information for 
this class of drugs, including Arcoxia, are 
warranted. MSD is continuing to seek ap- 
proval for Arcoxia in other countries, in- 
cluding the United States. 

MSD will continue its extensive clinical 
program to collect additional longer-term 
data for Arcoxia, its medication for arthritis 
and acute pain. 


as a priority nor acknowledge the value of 
healthcare. 

As a consequence, their health condition. 
deteriorates not because of the lack of good 
medicines but their cost, especially for life- 
long diseases like hypertension. For the aver- 
age wage earner, expensive antihypertensive 
drugs can ironically trigger high blood pres- 
sure and, in effect, defeat the purpose. 

High medicine cost presents the biggest 
barrier to many drugs as far as patient compli- 
ance is concerned. For this reason, the call for 
an affordable combination therapy drug, one 
that does not sacrifice efficacy, has never been 
more relevant. 

The issue prompted many concerned peo- 
ple to сай on pharmaceutical companies to 
develop and market drugs that are easy on the 
pocket. The various divisions of United Labo- 
ratories have reaffirmed their commitment 
towards this end. 


AYSC IST BADMINTON TOURNEY 


The Atin Yan Sports Club of BBHP Pandacan, in cooperation 
with the Barangay Council and Chair Norby Evangelio re- 
cently concluded its 1st badminton tournament held at the 
AYSC Badminton Court. Shown are officers of AYSC, stand- 
ing. from eft, Arnel Comia (VP-internal) Bibot Holgado 
(vice chair), Marlon Olan (chair), Roger Sy (marshall). 


juangcois actively involved in cul- 
tural institutions as chair of the Na- 
tional Museum, Tanghalang Pilipino, 
Ballet Philippines and Radio Veritas. 
He continues to promote Philippine 
arts and culture through fim and the 
broadcast media. Cojuangco is 
shown (left) receiving his award. 
from Lorna Kapunan, member, CCP 
board of trustees and Nestor O. 
Jardin, CCP president. Gawad Para. 
Sa Sining awards were also given to 
11 other exemplary individuals wha 
have excelled in their respective art 
forms. 


MFI, SAUDI GROUP ACCORD 
The O&M division of the Saudi Bin- 
1айп Group (S86) of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and Meralco 
Foundation Inc (MF!) signed a mem- 
orandum of understanding whereby 
МН will provide SBG with expertise 
in developing curriculum and tech- 
nical assistance, which include actu- 
al training in establishing the Bin- 


ladin Training Institute for vocation- 
al training in Jeddah-Saudi Arabia. 
Shown are SBG human resource 
consultant engineer Amin Ham- 
moud (lft) and MFI president Col. 
Alex T. Escaño (right) during the 
signing of the contract. Rush Sulnan 
(center), SBG executive manager 
witnesses the occasion. 


Michi Regalado (sports coordinator), Bang Arboleda (mar- 
shall), Pia Marasigan (secretary), Ryan Tiamzon (athletic 
moderator). Ying Bautista (PRO), Mirlo Olan (president), 
Ronald Pilapil (auditor), Jun AngCo (VP-external) and Arnie 
Antonio treasurer). Not shown is business manager Raffy 
Andrada. 


PSID DRAWS SUPPORT FROM REAL ESTATE COMPANY 


The Philippine School of interior Design (PSIO), the country’s 
only school dedicated to the study о! design, has chosen the 
Paseo Center as the venue for its much-awaited annual exhibit 
ofthe Advance Class 2004 dubbed Popcorn ongoing until 
Oct. 31. The exhibit showcases the designs of PSIO's 2004 
кей by movie themes: from musicals to 
ази, science fiction to box office blockbusters and award- 
winning masterpieces. Rooms are themed aia ‘Moulin Rouge’ 
101 Dalmatians’, ‘Matrix, “interview with the Vampire, 


‘graduating class ins 


„helm of the Eastwood City commercial complex in Quezon City 


‘and the Paseo Center (formerly the IBM Building in Makati). 
‘Shown during the recent contract signing are (trom lett) Emil 
M. Garcia, group head, ERA technical advisory group, Kevin 
Tan, director of commercial operations for ERA commercial 
services group, Jie Pambid, dean of students at PSID, and Jo- 
bby Belmonte, president ol the Advance Class 2004 ol PSID. At 
the back аге (гот left) Drew Gallano, Lea Lee, Jen Sy, and. 
Chico Cristobal, co-chair о! the construction commit 

tor, PRO and external vice president of the РІС Advance Class 
2004. 


Soprano's farewell concert in Magallanes Village 


INTERNATIONALLY renowned soprano Camille Lopez Molina, 
together with tenor Pablo Molina and soprano Teene Chan, will 


be the featured artists at a concert to be held on Oct. 6, 


Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the Asia Pacific Auditorium in Magal- 
lanes Vilage, Makati. The evening's program includes opera. 
arias, familiar roadway tunes and Filipino classics. It serves 
asthe farewell performance of орег-Мойпа before she leaves 


for Vienna where she Is based. Recently, she was the soloist 
{or the opening concert of the Philippine Philharmonic Orches- 
tra at the Cultural Center of the Philippines. The concert is first 
ina series of musical avents organized by the Music Ministry 
‘of SL Alphonsus Mary de Liguori parish in Magallanes headed 
‘by Maribel Cantada and Anne B. Вограйу. For inquiries, call 
851-4632 (Maribel) ог 852-5335 (Anne) during oltice hours 
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Europe presents opportunities for RP companies 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao tions, business process outsoure- following week where business- getting foreign companies to 
ing and legal transcription ser- matching opportunities would be forge joint ventures with their lo- 
WHEN it comes to looking forin- vices, which have absorbed thou- explored. cal counterparts. 
westmentsandmarketopportuni sands of Filipino graduates over Schumacher adds that there The embassy of the Federal Re- 
ties, the Philippines usually turns the past four years. are also business opportunities in public of Germany for instance, is 
o the United States for help. “The idea is to get the message the wellness, health and medical inaugurating the German Devel- 
T:But there is always Europe. across that the Philippines is a services sectors. ‘opment Center next week. 
And the European Chamber of quality source of TFenabled ser. "Ме are currently segmenting — This is one of the activities to 


‘Commerce of the Philippines vices. We could start with call the market and we see possibili- celebrate the German month, 
‘wants to remind the country’s centers. That isthe irststep,then ties in promoting areas such as which strives to bring Germany 
small and medium enterprises we could move on to the ВРО” simple wellness industries like closer to the heart and mind of 
thatthe continent, with їз single Schumacher sys Spas, to the vanity services andro the Philippines. 
economy, is an expanding market  Hesaysthereare also opportu. dental services and eye clinics. Schumacher says local firms 
that offers equally promising nities in the animation sector and There are also possibilities in the have not usually included Europe 
profit prospects. in the provision of engineering assisted living services and retire- іл their potential areas for expan- 
Henry J. Schumacher, ECCP services to firms in Europe. ment homes," he says. sion because it is not as familiar to 
executive vice president, tells the The first stop of the trade mis- — Schumacher says there is in- the Filipinos as the United States. 
Inoue that the ЕССР is helping sion, which would kick off on deed business to be made in Eu- This despite having been under 
Organize a trade mission to Eu- Nov. 8, will bring 10local IT firms горе, if only local firms would be жрм * 
тобе to promote the country's to Swizerland, the Netherands aggressive enough in making tin ле is the lack of familiarity s puente d а 
prospects in the TFenabled ser. and the United Kingdom. that part of the worl with ба мари, а-да ci ЖЫЛМА De RR IRE ERE О. 
vices sector. IwillthenmoveontotheGer-  Hesaysembassies of European ture. We want to help change Lopez, co-chair ofthe a Garces, Fone Con ied 
‘This includes call center opera- тапу, Sweden and Norway the countries were likewise active in that," he says. ын 


Develop а succession . . . 


From page B2-8 raised rather than what and how. 
to"provide outstanding customer Deep, critical, experimental and 
service.” Nordstrom has institu- creative thinking is encouraged. 
tionalized its brand charter by Great ideas are acknowledged 
recognizing and rewarding and rewarded. 3M's culture of 
Notdies who haverenderedhero- creativity and innovativeness is 
іс customer service. Among the grounded by two of its many 
stories include a Nordie who mechanisms that reflect the 
ironed a newly bought shire fora brand charter. These two mecha- 
customer who needed itthe same nisms are the 15 per cent rule 
afternoon, a Nordie who made а where employees can spend as 
last minute delivery of party wear much as 15 percent of their time 
toa frantichostess, ete. оп personal projects. This en- 
Build the mechanism for courages experimentation and 
great mentors. Companies that unexpected innovation. The oth- 
develop a succession line of eris the Genesis grant that allo- 
brand champions have present cates $50,000 for an employee to 
leaders who respect and recog- develop prototypes and do mar- 
nize talent and expertise encour- ket tests 
age employees creativity and Sustain a culture of learning. 
learning. These leaders are confi- Companies with a succession of 
dent about their skills and exper- brand champions encourage con- 
tise while acknowledging their tinuous learning. People are not 
‘weaknesses yet they are not viewed as machines nor an ex- 
afraid to surround themselves pense but great assets and re- 
with people who have the sources that must be continuous- 
strength they do not have. They ly nurtured. Organizations with a 
are not autocratic, butareservant culture of learning prioritize their 
leaders, selfless in sharing their employees learning and allocate 
knowledge, are team players and substantial man-hours to further 
real-life role models who encour- their employees’ prowess. Their 
age and inspire down-line suc- OD experts understand that con- 
cess. Bruce, Jim and John Nord- tinuous learning is key to leverag- 
strom, encourage their employ- ing their people and consequent- 
сез го do whatever it takes to ful- ly, differentiating the company's 
fll their brand charter to make a brand. 
customer happy. There is only Today, in this knowledge econ- 
опе Nordstrom rule: provide out- оту, the learned companies real- 
standing customer service. Each ize that key to protecting the eq- 
Nordie enjoys operational free- uity of their brand and guaran- 
dom to make a customer happy teeing further streams of profit is 
‘within the Nordstrom yet without to have a roster and long line of 
Sie impractical, insensible re- brand champions that are nurtur- 
Siricions that deter the brand ing caretakers. Competitors can 
mission. copy products, match prices, 
Build a culture of creativity А raise their share of media spend- 
company that aims to develop а ing, ete. but it takes a longer time 
succession line of brand champi- to build a succession of brand 
ons has a succession mechanism champions. One must begin with 
that encourages a healthy discus- a visionary leadership and a cul- 
sion and dynamic interaction of ture that believes that people can 


firms to consider opportunities in Europe HOTOBYEETOY.OHNSON 


where to take the brand. Along male buid, grow nd role mode = E 

with this is the speedy support of brands. i ] mis 

ith chis la eed ш The authori chef Laming of- | We know what it takes to be smooth. foy tobacco eei à avoir hath 

Source. This means, that по опе ficer of Marketing Knowledge Se | hoy, why MILD SEVEN, our American Blend cigarette, is mode. зине podes s 

person railroads the discussion. A ries ruining and Consultancy. | from a unique combination of Barley, Flue cured Virginia leaf, To top it off, our cigarettes are wrapped 

lot and more of the whys are Feedback at kdeasis@skyinet.net. | Gnd Oriental tobacco. This tric gives a rich toste, distinctively in high quality, corefully selected 
Smooth finish and mellow aroma to our cigarettes. cigarette Е 


US court... 


From page B4 Taiye o seria: lied on to justify the 

А тч 

С бе wake ofthe ion based оп the obligations wil bere 

seg Saeed йс statements and rep- duced to а mere 
aw OPI resentatio; f hi тар of paper. The 

fme prospect of ‘Scns he has тош cor тшу tot te 

posted n dient. dertake a "due dili- client a lot of money. 

Maloraaice suits jm Zen" of sors to — (NB. For those in- 

practice suits іп make sure all possi. terested in reading the x 

de ied Ses ес omens leorie s Government Warning : 

Tnwyershavebecome Points in he ranac: deo, pease log on : SR 

a multi-million busi- pv tpm. 

a ulin ht "cae e fals pr Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 

p adeb. Short of this require- blogscontux- 

ession in that coun- ment, the opinion оп  prof/linkdocs/longterm- Р 

ty. which his client re- ‘cap.pdf>) 

Effect 


Unless reversed by 
a higher court (which 
is unlikely consider- 
ing its intrinsic mer- 
1), the ruling is ex- 
pected to have a 
strong persuasive ef- 
fect on our BIR and 
tax courts. 

If the criteria laid 
down in the Long 
Term case is fol 
lowed here, our tax 
lawyers have to be 
more careful in their 
examination of the 
facts and cireum- 
stances of tax issues 
that may, upon their 
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By Karen V. De Asis 
Contributor 


AN often unrecognized source of a 
brand's eventual decline and failure is 
the lack of a succession of brand cham- 
pions whose main task is to protect a 
brand's equity, forever nurture and 
rightly grow, expand, diversify or lever- 
agea brand's strength, while at the very 
least maintain its dominant market po- 
sition. 

‘This is because a number of founders 
of businesses, content with their pre- 
sent portfolio of brand successes 
abruptly retire from the business they 


ET эше 


have built without putting in place a 
succession line of brand champions and 
mechanisms around their brands. 
‘Two of the classic marketing cases of 
failure of succession include the New 
Coke and the Howard Johnson (HOJO) 
brand of restaurants and hotels. 

Соке, in the 1880s launched the en- 
tirely new cola category. Throughout 
the century and into the next, Coca Co- 
la capitalized on its first and original 
status in most of its advertising cam- 
paigns, aptly summed up in a powerful 
creative expression, “It's the real thing”. 
Unfortunately, sometime in 1980s, 
Соке faced a number of challenges in- 
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Develop a succession line of brand champions 


cluding а pointedly offensive attack 
from its bitter rival, Pepsi, who mount 
ed notably successful campaigns like 
the Pepsi Challenge and Pepsi Genera- 
tion. This was followed by the untimely 
demise of the Coke brand's long-time. 
caretaker, CEO Robert Woodruff and 
was not helped any by a new and most- 
ly foreign-born top management. 

Thus, it was not surprising that the 
management team perceived the battle 
between the colas to come down to sim. 
ply product taste preference. This led to 
the New Coke that made obsolete the 
original formula. It was like telling the 
‘American public that the “original real 
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thing” was not the real thing after all. And 
that was when Coke sales really began to 
flounder. A month after the announcement of 
the New Coke in April 1985, the soda compa- 
ny received a daily average of 8,000 negative. 
phone calls. When Coke management decid- 
ed to bring back the old formula and re- 
launch the Coke Classic in June 1985, it got 
18,000 friendly phone calls а day. 

їп July 11, 1985, at a press conference, 
then CEO Roberto Goizueta had to admit, 
“We have heard you.” Iti COO, Donald 
Keough went on and said, “the passion for 
original Coca Cola and that is the word for it, 
passion was something that caught us by sur- 
prise.... a wonderful American mystery, a 
lovely American enigma.” 

Pepsi's CEO, Roger Enrico, in his book, "The 
Other Guy Blinked,” succinctly remarked, “I 
think by the end of their nightmare, they fig- 
ured out who they really are. Caretakers. 
They can't change the taste of their flagship. 
brand. They can't change its imagery. All they 
can do is defend the heritage they nearly 
abandoned in 1985.” 


HOJO 

The Howard Johnson's restaurant chain 
and-family hotels was one of the best known, 
and successful American franchises in the 
post war era with over 400 restaurants and 
motor lodges visible with their bright orange. 
roofs along America's roadside. At the height 
of the brand's success in the '50s, Howard 
Johnson St. abruptly retired and decided in 
1959 to leave the business in the hands of his 
26-year-old son, Howard Brennon Johnson. 
‘The same year that the elder Johnson turned 
over the organization, J. Willard Marriot Jr. 
hoped that the business he would inherit from. 
his father would be successful as HOJOS. 

Two decades later, Marriott Hotel had sur- 
passed Howard Johnson by more than seven 
times. J. Willard Marriott Sr. had indoctrinat- 
ed his son and rightfully passed on the brand’s 
core ideology over time. On the other hand, 
the brand of Howard Johnson restaurant 
chain and motor lodges coasted in the hands. 
of its young successor, eventually being sold 
off to the Imperial Group PLC of Great Britain 
and then passed on to another set of new 
owners. Today, it is owned and managed by 
Hospitality Franchise Systems. Hopefully it is 
on its road to recovery. 

This article lists some ways of developing a 
succession line of brand champions and 
mechanisms, 

Develop the brand's mission and core 
ideology. Every brand must have a charter 
that summarizes its identity, its reason for be- 
ing, as well as unique value proposition, pur- 
pose and mission while not excluding person- 
айу and core values. A good brand charter 
has a well-defined personality that guides the. 
marketing execution and communication of 

brand. This means describing in a sepa- 
rate, short paragraph the brand as if one were. 
describing areal person. If the brand were to 
come alive as person, who would it be, who 
would it be like, who would it talk to, who 
would its friends be, et. 

The brand, 3M has a precise brand mission 
statement captured in its brand charter, "In- 
novative and practical solutions from a diver- 
sified technology company.” Thus, the compa 
пу products that include post its, abrasives, 
adhesives, etc. while seemingly diverse have 
relevance in the brand's product portfolio 
when evaluated against the brand charter, $ 

Marlboro hasa well-defined brand personali 
ty statement that has helped the brand tran- 
scend restrictions to its product and enter new 
markets and categories like men's clothing and 
accessories. ls brand personality statement 
reads, "Marlboro isa full-flavored cigarette that 
imbues strength, masculinity and indepen- 
dence and represents the rugged individualist 
ofall imes who isnot afraid to stand alone." 

Begin with your employees’ buy-in. One 
partis to have the brand charter. The second 
partis to institutionalize, live and re-live the 
brand charter. Much of marketing is externally 
directed to customers in the so-called business 
ог consumer marker. Most fail to recognize the. 
customers within, the internal market com- 
prised of employees and other stakeholders in- 
cluding the new recruits. Sustaining a brand's 
Success is the hardest part but this can be over- 
come if there is a buy-in from the employees. 
Sell the brand inside is the motto of successful 
marketers, And they begin with the alltoo ex 
cited, айчоо happy new hires that listen en- 
thusiastically to the brand's stories. 

Disney has а rigid succession mechanism and 
indoctrination program that does not stop atthe 
regular employee orientation of company rules, 
policies, benefits, ete. All employees arend a Dis- 
ney Tradition Orientation seminar where the vi- 
sion of its founder Walt Disney, his most famous 
Disney characters and the ideology behind the 
brand are shared in videos, history and mytholo- 
зу Disney publications including annual reports 
use Disney language where else can you find 
words like dreams, imagination, fun and magie. 
mixed with conventional business terms like re- 
tum on investment, plant facilities and capital? 
Winning new and old employees buy-in to the 
brand isthe best advertising an organization can 
everhave. 

Foster a work environment that under- 
stands and loves the brand with a passion. 
Nordstrom does not pay lip service toa brand 
charter that says that the number one goal is 

DEVELOP в27 


PHILIPPINE DALY INQUIRER 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2004 IC | 
fete eratum cnt 
BEA Zobel visits m on mince 


тате n 
"Tio? (Globe) or 283 (утап) 

Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
Subsection Editor Lito B. Zulueta 


ПРЕСУ Е, 


Navotas fish port 
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Salud! to down-home 
Filipino comfort 


S ALUD! Bistro in Baguio City was re- 

cently nominated by the readers of 

Tatler Magazine as one of the best PRIDE 
restaurants in the country. OF PLACE 


‘Not one to rest on his laurels, chef Paul 
Poblador recently opened his second estab- 
lishment, Kusina Salud, in rural Barangay 
Santa Cruz, San Pablo City, Laguna. 

Kusina Salud is on a wooded barrio road off 
the main highway atthe outskirts ofthe city. A 
short wooden bridge of the vanishing kind 
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SOME old-style Filipino recipes 
are still cooked over coals on a 
traditional wooden abohan, 


(heritage that the engineers and contractors 
of the Department of Public Works and High- 
ways love replacing with ugly concrete mon- 
sters) isthe landmark to look for. 

Just past the bridge and hidden from the 
road is the weekend home of Tito and Patis 
‘Tesoro, a magical place they now share with 
the public as the setting of the new Kusina 
Salud. 

What Patis had planted on their property 
years ago has matured into a man-made jun- 
Же. A profusion of bamboo, fruit trees, vines 
and ferns grow into a dense tropical rainfor- 
зї whose leaves diffuse sunlight into rays | 
that bounce off the vegetation before reach- 
ingthe ground, 

“This isa place to reconnect with nature. 


The refreshing sound of water is every- 
where, coming from the many fountains on 
the property or from a stream that bubbles its 
way at the bottom of a steep drop behind the 
house hidden by thick foliage. 

"The house is so cocooned in its luxuriant 
tropical setting that rainforest and house ap- 
pear to have coexisted forever, a testimony of 
how Patis greatly conceptualized and pieced 
everything together. 

Patis vision goes beyond ordinary bounds. 
‘She fearlessly takes colors, textures and pat- 
‘teins and then mixes, juxtaposes, contrasts, 
combines, layers, overlays and underlays ev. 
erything. 


Visual excess 

She takes visual excess straight to йз upper 
limits, to a level bordering on sensory over- 
load. Minimalist the place is not. It is filled to 
capacity. The feel is baroque, folk, and jeep- 
ney, the design approach so traditionally and 
delightfully Filipino. 

‘The way the house and garden look is fa- 
miliar, deeply striking Filipino memory 
chords to remind with nostalgia of childhood. 
houses in the province. Surely none of those. 
houses could have come close to matching the 
opulence of this one. 

Each element in her house comes from 
somewhere else, Recycled lumber left with йз |” 


sawuoye2 


Wooden balusters, capiz windows, while the 
bamboo stripping on the walls suggests 
traditional lime stucco (paletada) work. 
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AMASSIVE wooden door salvaged froma 
‘demolished house opens through a multi- 
patterned wall to the kitchen. 
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THE BANERAS of fish 


Something fishy 


‘ST went to the supermarket this after- 
noon, I couldn't help but glance at the 
fish section. 1 felt rather smug. The 

fish I had bought that morning was probably 

fresher than what was on sale. 

1 also knew now where all the fish being 
sold in the market came from. For I had been. 
to the Navotas fish port, the source of much of 
the seafood sold throughout Metro Manila. 

Now, don't get the wrong idea. I ami not 
about to rush over to the fish port every time 1 
‘want to cook a nice sinigang. 

"This is because all the action takes place in 
the wee hours of the morning. I had to get up 
at2.m. So don't think that Lam going to get 
into the seafood retail business! 

Navotas is about 10 km north of Manila, 
right on the shores of the great Bay Like its 
sister town Malabon, it is located on an is- 
land, This island was supposedly formed 
when the sea ate away at the land, forming a 
hole or butas, 

Getting there, you drive past Smokey 
Mountain. I noticed the mounds аге now cov- 
ered with grass. You wonder where all the 
garbage is being dumped these days. 

Arriving at Navotas, we were greeted by 
our hosts, Aling Coring Bumanlag and her son 
Raul. It was really early in the morning, but 
they met us with the warmest smiles. I would 
learn later on that this easygoing warmth is 
something that comes naturally in Navotas. 

The fish port was incredible! There was 
so much energy. Everyone was absorbed ina 
myriad of tasks—haggling, shouting, lift- 
ing, loading, unloading, shoveling ice. Ev- 
eryone was there for a purpose, there was 
no time to waste 

Yet as soon as the flash from my camera lit 
up the scene, wow, everyone stopped and 
posed! 

Yes, 1 had no difficulty getting people to 
smile for the camera, For a place that is sup- 
posed to be full of fish, I never expected toen- 
counter so many hams! 

As ifthe racket wasn't loud enough, some- 
body kept on exploding firecrackers. It was 
like a New Years party in a sardine factory! 

Yet there was method to all this madness. 
The fish port runs on a system of consigna- 
ciones. Thisis what you call the middle trades- 


Salud! to down-home... renea 


THE HOUSE cocoons into the lush tropical 
Philippine jungle that surrounds it. 


INSIDE out, the houseis a recycled 
patchwork of parts from old houses joined 
into a multi-textured quilt. 


ALLAART 


Bea Zobel Jr: 


people who buy the catch from the fishermen 
and then sell them wholesale to the vendors. 
"The vendors then sell the catch retail in the 
different markets of Metro Manila. The 
consignacion representatives are usually seat- 
ed оп stools overlooking the metal bins 
(called bañeras) of fish. 

"The vendors employ an interesting tech- 
nique when bidding for the catch. They whis- 
pet their price to the consignacion so no one 
else hears their bid. This is called the bulun- 


METAL fish welcomes you to the Navotas fish 
port. 


MY gracious hosts, the Bumanlag famil 


original paint patchworks into in- 


massive hardwood doors proba- shops. It 


In the future, a separate build- 
terior partitions punctuated with ing will house craft and antique 


When the consignacion hears the amount 
that is music to his ears, he then acknowl- 
edges the bid by writing it down on paper. The 
deal is on! To show that the matter is closed, 
the piece of paper is placed on top of the fish: 

The fish port is a world in itself. It has its 
own terms and institutions. There are the 
terms for the instruments of the trade such as 
pinga, the bamboo strip from which hang the 
baskets of fish as they are carried around the 
market. 

There is also the gancho, the metal hook 
that is used to pull the bañeras, the metal bins 
full of the fresh catch. Punduhan is the local 
term for the fish depot. "Nakasara" refers toa. 
pre-arranged price that has been fixed even 
before the fish are unloaded. 

T also noticed that the women wore these 
huge apron-like overskirts. These protect the 
clothes from all ће fishy mess as well as сапу 
all the cash in big pockets. 

What an incredible array of fish! Even 
though Lam a diver, 1 don't think I have ever 


Seen so many kinds! There were the usual. NAVOTAS 


pu-lapu and tuna, but there were also parrot 
fish, espadas, eels, mamengs, squid and crabs. 


Sadiy there were also endangered species ÎS Simply 


like manta rays. One can only hope that these 
fish weren't caught through destructive 
‘means that ruin our coral reefs, 

‘There was a bewildering range of clams as 
well as seaweed. A friend of mine pointed out 


that many Filipino tems forfshinvolverepe- ЕЦ] ОЁ 


‘ition: lapu-lapu, maya-maya and hasa-hasa. 
There is one case where the name has the 


same syllable appearing tree times! Do you energy, 
5 


know what fish I'm talking about? Give up? 
165555. Okay, okay, it's a brand of sardines! 
We ended the day having breakfast at the 
jumanlag home. The house is so-well de 
signed because Raul is an architect. 
‘Aling Coring has been selling fish since 


1960. It is a trade she learned from her moth- TOWN. 


cet. She heads everyday for the punduhan real- 
ly early in the morning to make sure she miss- 


Ф nothing. She makes her choices and then Of SOUNCS 


transports everything ай the way to her stall 
inSta Cruz 

Meanwhile, her husband 
stays home to take care of the kids. 1 was told 
this is usually the ease with many Navotas 


MAN posing witha 
bamboo pinga 


incredible. 


itisa 


the one who and sights 


Velasco women 
in unique 


"What about the food at Kusina 


Set above antique balusters of Salud? For nationalists like Tito 
rare tropical wood, old сар win- and Patis Tesoro (she single- 
dows are reused and set off by handedly brought back not onl 
heavy iron grilles forged genera- the forgotten barot saya tra 


tions ago. 


tionally worn by women but also 


‘Carved wooden frerwork (cala- revived vanished weaving skills 
dio) salvaged from old houses reap- to handloom material for her re- 
pears above walls, sexing off win- vitaized Filipino wear), the cui- 
dows, and unconventionally as sine could not be anything else 
perforated wall material that casts but Filipino. 


patterned sunlight on her polished 


Kusina Salud cuisine evokes 


‘bamboo floors, giving an embroi- memories. It is familiar on the 


dered texture to the space. 


‘palate but flavors blend unex- 


Chinese carpets combine with  pecedly with the creativity of its 
silk upholstery pillows covered іп chefs 


handwoven patadyong cloth from 


On the menu is hearty every- 


Пойо, crocheted bedspreadsinde- day cooking with the flavors and 
licious ice-cream colors, all set off textures that spell comfort food 


by gossamer mosquito netting 


то the Filipino palate. But the 


There is nothing static about cooking is notches above the ev- 
thishouse.Itisahouseofsurpris- eryday It is sophisticated country 
es,that offers so many things to cooking that ensures only the 
caich the eye. Although the freshest country produce makes 
amount of detail staggers, the di- its way into the kitchen. 


verse designs, colors, shapes and 


‘Since most of the ingredients 


textures manage to come togeth- are organic and grown on the 


er smoothly. 


premises, there is less guilt from 


Under the bamboo flooring of over-indulging, which is so easy 
the sleeping quarters above, ће todo at Kusina Salud. 


silong (ground floor) of the house 


Chefs Paul Poblador and Bho 


is now Kusina Salud. The first Sorrera serve the ultimate luong 
thing that catches the eye are the bahay that is nothing like what we 
bright red and gold Chinese cook at my home, so to get more 
damask napkins set on tables cov- fixes of their good stuff I expect to 
ered with a collection of un- make frequent trips to Tito and 


matched tablecloths. 


Exhi 


At Kusina Salud, the arwork 


Раб bahay in San Pablo for good 
old Kusina Salud comfort. 


Kusina Salud is an hour and а 


оп the walls, tables and garden half drive south of Manila. Dining 
nooks are all forsale. А season of hours are 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. and 
exhibits is in the works. Right from 5:30-10 pm. Reservations 


now 


ге аге metal sculpture, ‘recommended. Contact kusi- 


antique Filipiniana etchings from nasalud@yahoo.com or call 0921- 


Europe, and local pottery. 


772.6985 or 049-246-6878 in 


There is organically grown San Pablo. In Manila call 726- 
rice, and from the garden there 5058/59. 
are potted herbs, plants and or- Email feedback to afvil- 


ganic fertilizer to bring home. 


lalon@hotmail.com 


. 


Seem aed don me илкин ow: family show 


where. 


‘THE GALERIE Asta will mount "Mag ina," the. 
family exhibit of bestselling artist Lydia Velasco 
and ber daughters, Chie and Chigo, on Oct. В. 

Lydia is noted for her searing figures of wom- 
en in earthlyrch and powerful colors. Chigo 
studied fine ans at UP Diliman and won a 
mixed media prize at the Art Association Philip- 
pines annual ar contest last year. Chie is taking 
up her masters at UP and is noted for her sculp- 
tures. 

"The show runs until Oct. 22. Astra is at the 
second floor of the LRI Business Plaza, 210 N. 
Garcia St. (formerly Reposo), Bel-Air I, Makati. 
Call 8903988 or 7269015. 


CRIST Espiritu and Janet Balbarona 
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ALING Truding preparing our puto sulot at 
430am, 


households, 

The Bumanlag couple brought up eight 
wonderful children through their labors. 
Hard work and warm family values have re- 
sulted ina gracious home that was welcoming. 
to our ragged bunch so early in the morning. 

"The senior Mr. Bumanlag even serenaded 
us by playing a selection of Filipino music on 
the stereo. 

For breakfast, we had delicious fried fish 
(bought in the punduhan), champurado, itlog 
na pula, pan desal and the local specialty puto 
sulot. This last was bought hot and comfort- 
ing from a stall down the street ran by Aling 
Tuding (that's short for Gertrudes). 

Puto sulot is cooked in tubes like puto 
bumbong, but itis made from white malagk 
it. The bamboo tubes where the puto is 
steamed are poked with a long instrument 
to push out the white cakes, hence the name 
“sulot.” 

This wonderful delicacy is just one of the 
many things that make Navotas a unique and 
bustling place. | am told there are other in- 
digenous industries like patis- and bagoong- 
making, shipbuilding and net-weaving. 

1f there is anything that is truly amazing 
about the Navotas punduhan, it is the ineredi- 
ble energy. It is in places like these that one 
feels the pulse and power of our nation—not 
tomention the good humor! 

Sharing a little of his life is such a privilege 
and makes working on my column worth it. 

Let's remember this and thank all the won- 
derful people who work so hard to bring that 

fish to our plate! 


Polyester Love’ at Astra 


“POLYESTER Love,” an exhibition by Crist Es- 
piritu and Janet Balbarona on Galerie Asta, 
focuses on the dilemmas of modern day rela- 
tionships. 

Espiritu is а young emerging anist who 
has gamered several awards from 
Metrobank and Shell 

His surreal works are rocket rides through 
various emotions of love, lust, melancholy 
and boredom, showing his delightully wis 
ей perception of life as "..a big party on a 


cannibalistic playground." 

‘Also an award-winning artist, Balbarona's 
works often show solitary female figures con- 
toned in the oddest positions, juxtaposed 
with several often-unrelated objects that im- 
plysubtexis. 

"Polyester Love" runs until Oct. 7 at Ga- 
lere Astra (LRI Business Plaza, 210 Nicanor. 
Garcia St. (formerly Reposo St.) Bel Air Il, 
Makati City). Call 8903988, 7243032 or 
7269015. 
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Art auction to benefit breast cancer sufferers 


VERY week or every ` Б Kara Magsanoc-Alikpala and drama to the event with his 
month,” ceramics maker E Ann Montemar-Oriondo, black-and-white portraits of 
Lanelle, Abueva-Fernando . economist Cristina David, edu: these awesome women. 

Says, "Тоша hear ofa friend ora cator Carol Porio, neurosurgeon Using the medium of their 

relative who'd fall il." She then t Ma. Socorro Martinez, corpo- choice, the artists created art 

made a list of her friends stricken : rate executive Linda Panutat, pieces inspired by the winning 
with the illness. Easily, she came flight attendant Gay Gomez, traits of these survivors, such as 
up witha list of seven. à z video communicator Meryl Gra- forgiveness, fortitude, generosi- 
"The illness is cancer. ` ham-Schlachterman, and chil- ty perseverance and patience. 
Abueva-Fernando із just one 5 dren's and women’s cause advo- 1? you wish to support this 
of 15 Filipina artists participat- Es cate DulceSeguisag.Notedpho- worthy cause by bidding for an 

ing in ah exhibit cum auction x tographer Jun de Leon will add artwork, call 8642670 to 73. 

marking the third year of Avon's 1 

"Kiss Goodbye to Breast Cancer" 

(KGBC) campaign. 

The event, titled "Uncovering 

Life, has gathered 12 women 

from diverse fields—to serve as 

the artists’ muses for their 

works. 

The works will be featured in 

ап art exhibit-auction today at 

the Rigodon Ballroom of the 

Manila Peninsula. Its goal is to 

generate funds to support 

chemotherapy treatments of se- 

lected indigent patients of the 

PGH Breast Care Center. 

For years, Avon has been at program "Kiss Goodbye to “ceeds of the last two years were Cajipe-Endaya, Nona Garcia, 

the forefront of the crusade Breast Cancer,” an initiative in- used to build the PGH Breast Honey Huertas, Jeannie 

against breast cancer, raising volving the donation of a specif- Care Center, purchase a mam- Javelosa, Pauline Lee, Impy Pi 

more than $250 million in the icamount for every lipstick sold mography machine, an ultra- lapil, Susan Fetalvero-Roces, Lia 

proces. In 2002, Avon inagiven period. sound machine, and support Torralba, Lydia Velasco and Jan- 

Jaunched the global fundraising In the Philippines, the pro- salaries and medical supplies. ice Liuson-Young. 

Aside from Abueva-Fernando, The 12 survivors, on the other 
the other artists participating hand, are former senator Eva 
are Agnes Arellano, Ivi Avel- Estrada-Kalaw, environmental- 
lana-Cosio, Julie Lluch Dalena, ist Cecile  Guidote-Alvarez, 
Araceli Limcaco-Dans, Imelda artist Lydia Paredes, journalists 


ULTATION 


from September 6 - October 30, 2004 


‘Talo ang ubo at trangkaso sa bago at TES For any inquiries call 6339173 / 6338991 


E 3 
dca, bona шыш mas palakas na Tuseran Fore We also offer Hair Extension 


LANELLE Abueva-Fernando IMELDA Cajipe Endaya 


Earn more Asia Miles. See more of the world. 


asia mites А> 
Слтнаү Рланс JN 
Asta MILES GIVEAWAY hay Pacifie gives you a chance ro eam and win more Asia Miles! Ру via Hong Kong ro 


long-haul destinations such as USA, Canada, Europe, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa from September 20 to 


November 30, 2004 го enter our raffle promotion. Thousands of miles which can be used for travel to desired destinations all over 


the world await the lucky winners. Call Cathay Pacific or your travel agent now! 


Now you're really flying. 


` - . . D ‘ 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


OOK what an artist can do with bare es- 
sentials, simple machines and spare 
materials. 

With just his hands and hammer, Pete 
Jimenez forms metal into witty representa- 
tions, shaping steel round bars into line 

drawings or doodles in space, welding the 
bars on to a base of steel slab or leaf spring to 
create freestanding sculptures. It is really ba- 
sicmetalwork. 

"They сай it direct sculpture; says 
Jimenez. 

Some 20 of these pieces are showcased in 
his sixth solo exhibit "Wired," until Oct. 5 in 
West Gallery at the Artwalk, 4/1, Bldg. A, SM 
Megamall, Mandaluyong City. 

Jimenezs ability to capture the character 
or personality of a subject with minimal broad 
strokes, using steel bars to draw the outline, 
shows a virtuoso draftsmanship. The lines are 
allusive and playful, each piece a veritable vi- 
sual pun. 

The viewer experiences the shock of recog- 
nition-upon seeing those thick wires of gray 
metal wrought into curling wisps of steam in 
“Freshly Brewed” and the "Mug Shot” series; 
brittle uncooked noodles compacted into 
blocks in “instant Pancit Canton” and “Instant 
Mami”; the hulls and sails in the "Banca" se- 
ries; the ears of Roger Rabbit; the ruffled hair 
ofthe hag in "Bruha Ка!” 

The pieces referring to pho- 
tographs—"Multiple Exposure" and two se- 
Ties called “Portraits” and "Photo Ses- 
sion"—are quast-abstract, that is, almost un- 
recognizable, but the viewer won't miss the 
underlying wit. "Photo Session" is notable for 
the delicacy of each frame, while "Multiple 


“MULTIPLE 
Exposure” 
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Exposure” һава weird elegance. 

Jimenez took up Fine Arts, major in Visual 
Communications, at the University of the 
Philippines. He admires the works of Juan Al- 
cazaren and Bernardo Pacquing. 

His art-making has had a somewhat linear 

evelopment. Starting with representation- 

al paintings, doing a series on windows, 
J)N then shifting to semiabstract bottles, he. 
B) turned to abstraction. He began serious- 

ly sculpting only in 1999. 

“Mahilig talaga akong maglaro ng found 
objects since college, especially those with 
‘odd shapes,” he says. "Rock Drilon was the 
опе who encouraged me to sculpt. He told 
me, "Lconsider то. Paglaruan mo’... Sculp- 
ture is very spontaneous. Parang nagku-col- 
lage lang ako. With painting, Td drag myself 
tp geta canvas. Hahatakin mo sarili mo.” 
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He is particularly fascinated by the metal- 
work of Spanish artist Julio Gonzalez. “He 
taught Picasso how to weld metal,” he adds. 

Metal is the medium he is most comfort- 
able with, and so Gonzalez direct sculpture 
directly inspired his art. “Nahirapan ako mag: 
shape ng wood and stone in college. Маз gus- 
to ko spontaneous.” 

For material, he visits certain junk shops in 
Antipolo and Mandaluyong. For this exhibit, 
he found the round bars (used to bind T- 
beams together) in Tandang Sora, Quezon 
i 

After creating a piece, he places it in his 
garden to expose it to the elements, After two 
weeks, it acquires a layer of rust, and this he. 
brushes over with acid (the rust-remover Tur- 
со) to achieve the texture and color he wants. 
The moment he likes what he sees, he arrests 
the spontaneous oxidation by coating the 
piece with polyurethane. 

He says that next time he'd want to experi 
ment with painted steel. We've seen what he 
сап do with line, let's see what he can do with 
color. 


Quintet of artists 


TOP artists Fil Delacruz, Raul Isidro, Julius 
Limpe, Romulo Olazo and Al Perez have 
banded together and called themselves 
“Dilop.” They will show their recent works at 
‘The Podium on Oct. 6 

Isidro and Olazo are senior abstractionists 
who have experimented with various media 
and techniques. E 

Isidro is the president of the Philippine As- 
sociation of Printmakers; he has done mono- 
prints and abstract paintings such as his 
Mother Earth series. Olazo is primarily associ- 
ated with diaphanous paintings based on the. 
collograph technique. 

Delacruz is the renowned graphic artist 
working particularly in mezzotint and litho- 
graph. He has lately dabbled in oil pastel on 
handmade paper. 


better known for his renderings of various 
tropical fishes and colorful pond life. Perez is 
famous for his work on old Philippine church- 
ез and has experimented with collage done in 
an abstract expressionist style. 


DELACRUZ, 
Isidro, Olazo, 
Perez and Limpe 


ИМРЕ Lily Pond,” by Julius Limpe DIWATA: “Tatlong Maria,” by Fil Delacruz Limpe is an expressionist painter who is — Theshow wil man until Oct. 12, Call 3618773. 


jaz at Heritage, De la Cruz at Art 
Elements, Marian art at Rustan's 


YOUNG artist J.R. Diaz will open} Massed incase 

his seventh solo, Destiny” оп 

Oct. 7 atthe Heritage Art Center Professionals sponsored an art 
(Sti Megamall). The 22 paintings exhibi featuring Arturo Luz, 

in oit and acrylic on canvas are Tam Austria, Oscar Zalameda, 
brilliant expressions of religious Manny Baldemor, Nemiranda 
themes, and abstractions of na- and Rafael Cusi (whose 

tive Madonnas, mango vendors, Watercolor “Coral Reef” is 
nudes and musicians. There are Shown at left). The exhibitraised 


also impressionist renditions of funds for the family encounter 
nature. 


“Encounters” 
at Ayala . 
Museum 


ALEXANDRE Chariols rightful 
place is among luxury watches, 
jewelry and accessories, being 
heir to the global fashion empire 
that his parents, Philippe and An- 
nick Charriol, have buit, Instead, 
he has opted for a career in the 
fineans. 

Оп Oct 11, Manilans will have a 
chance to experience his апу 
and creativity with an exhibit of his 
paintings at the Ayala Museum ti- 
ded “Encounters.” 

A graduate ofthe Parsons School 
‘of Design in New York, Charriol says 
the inspiration for his ап "comes 
from everyday events filtered by my 
‘own subconscious. I believe that art 
is ал individual experience. Trust 
what you fee.” 

‘The artist has had a number of 
shows since 1999, beginning at the 
Sydney Muse in London. In 2002, 
he had shows at Le Bilboquet in 
New York, the Studio 4.G also in 
New York, the Philippe Charriol 
Foundation in Hong Kong, Museum 
of Fine Arts annual auctions in New 
York, and Exposures Heidi Lee Fine 


ABSTRACT artist Arthur de la Cruz is 
holding his sixth solo show at АП El- 
ements (4/L, SM Megamall). "Quiet 
Journey” describes the painter's 
journey 


опе VISUAL 
as necon- 
ARTS 

assimiate 

and be confounded by the puzzling 
and jupgling realty around him. The 
1 койа are mosty done in maxes 
media, and ией wit i's id 


colors and solid shapes. The show 
runs ший Oct. 10. Сай 6340203. 


“Birthpains” two-man exhibit by Gil 
Bien and Freddie Gonzales, Oct. 7- 
Nov. 7. Call 8323702. 


BOSTON Gallery presents recent 
paintings of Ruel Caasi and Jerson 
Samson until Oct. 20. Caasi's 
“Patak” is a collection of abstract 
monochrome paintings at the Upper 
Gallery. Samsoris "Background" is 
a series of new works in oil on can- 
vas works focused on the home's in- 
teriors. Boston Gallery is at 72 
Boston St, Cubao. Call 7229205. 


ARTS Unlimited presents "Aba Gi- 
noong Maria Puno ng Grasya.” an 
exhibit of Philippine Marian art at 
the S/F, Rustan's Makati, Ayala Av- 
enue. The exhibit presents depic- 
tions of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
statuary icons, prints, bas rel 
retablos, handpainted tiles and Na- 
tivity sets in various media. The ex- 
ibi runs until Oct. 15. "REDEMPTION," by 
Gil Bien. 
IN"WHIMSICAL Windows,” on Oct. 

12-27 in Galleria Duemila (SM 

Megamall), Phyllis Zaballero returns 

oa favorite motit—the win- 

dow—and strikes a delicate balance 

between the representational and 

the abstract. The artist's halimarks 

are sensuous colors and gestural 

‘marks. Call 6343261 


CULTURAL Center ofthe Philippines 
Pasilyo Vicente Manansala features 


D 
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By James Earl б. Trinidad 
Contributor. 


HENRY б. Babiera's penchant for 
arts and antiques is an inspiring 
tale of hard work, patience and 
commitment. 

"Barely out of high school, he 
started collecting snap boules 
that he bought for a measly P10, 
P20, or P30 each, using his sav- 
ings from his allowance. 

From bottles, he branched out 
to collecting plates, saucers and 
cups. "The unique kind,” he em- 
phasizes. 

Little by little, he went to more 
evolved antique collecting. As а 
young seaman (he finished a mar- 


(time course), his ship would HENRY G. Babiera 


bring him to many foreign ports. 

“Habang yung mga kasama ko naggu-good- 
time, ako ay naghahanap ng mga antique. 
nahanap ko ay mga gallery at art exhi 
Bawat antique na binili ko ay inaalam ko ang 
kasaysayan." 

Tn large part, he attributes his heritage con- 
sciousness to the upbringing he got from his 
late journalist-father who, despite the finan- 
cial hardship, didn't fail to impress upon his 
children the significance of learning and ap- 
preciating culture and heritage. 

“It was a quantum leap for me,” Babiera 
notes, "We may not be rich in material gain, 
‘but we are certainly rich in the things of the 
spirit. I hold on to my dreams, using my diffi 
culties and weaknesses as my strength.” 

Now 48, Babiera has become a top antique 
collector. The secret, he says, is molding one's 
character, having intuition, vision and the de- 
sire to improve one’s life. 

“Every piece has its own life, a distinct history 
attached to it," he says about his collection. 

Today, the former seaman is proud of his col- 
lection, consisting of over a hundred works of 
the Masters—Juan Luna, Felix Resurreccion Hi- 
dalgo, Fabian de la Rosa—and contempo 
raries—Beneab, Ол Olmedo, Nena Saguil, Za- 
lameda, Sanso, Manansala, Ocampo, ete. 

His antiques include a centuries-old cruci- 
fix, an ivory Sto. Niño, and other sacred icons. 
Healso has Ming Dynasty vases and Japanese 
furniture. 

"The Philippines still has some of the best 
art and antique pieces, especially our paint- 
ings, because they have a global appeal," he 
says. “We are at par with Asian, European and 
‘American collections. Even the foreign mar- 
ket goes for our artsand antiquities.” 

Babiera laments, however, that Filipinos 
fail to appreciate their cultural patrimony. 
"We aren't conscious of our rich cultural her- 


ANATIVE cabinet. 


Feng-shui art 
by Reyes 


LEONARDO Reyes opens his exhibit in 
Galerie Joaquin at The Podium on Oct. 
7,at7pm. 

“A Touch of Gold" features 24 works 
showing the ryukin species of the gold- 
fish family, and koi, the fish of choice of 
Asian royalty. Both varieties аге symbol- 
ic of wealth, good luck and good for- 
tune. 

Reyes is presenting larger works this 
time. The show is his invitation to good 
luck and good fortune as his works have. 
many favorable feng-shui elements. 

А graduate of the UP School of Fine 
Aris, Reyes has won major awards. He 
had worked and exhibited in Australia 
for almost a decade before coming back 
to the Philippines to devote his life to 
painting 

Call 7239253 and 6347954. 


itage, unlike other nations that take care of 

their prized collections. We are not properly 

oriented, and perhaps because we are a poor 
nation. We have other priorities.” 

His own trade group, the Prime 
Asia Trade Planners and Conven- 
Чоп Organizers, is holding the 11th 
National Arts and Antiques Show at 
the Greenhills Shopping Complex 
until Oct. 10. 

“I feel elated by people, mostly 
big names in the industry, as well as 
students, office workers and shop- 
pers, flocking to our exhibit that in- 
cludes ancestral, tribal, modem, 
Western, turn-of-the-century furni- 
ture and furnishings," Babiera says. 

‘With the same passion and inten- 
sity as when he was just starting 
with the snap-bottles collection 31 
years ago, the Cotabato-born an- 
tique collector says he will continue to work 
so that Filipinos can appreciate and love their 
heritage. 


Did you know that it's casy to teil 
someone's character by the things 
he or she likes? Take the quiz 
below and be surprised how much 
your taste telis alot about who 
you are and, most of ай, what Coke 
will best refresh you. 


И Whal wouts you wear on a big date? 

A. A classy. allblack ensembie 
from top to 10 

B. Whatever's loose and 
comforts 

C. Preppy slinoustte that's 
dominanty nevtrals 

о. Boay-hugging thal wa snow 
your assets, 


Who are ine artists on your CD rack? 
А. Maroon S. Абда Keys 

B. Hoobastank, Incubus 

C. Dasnpoara Confessional 

D. Ministry of Sound, Inga 


What do you read? 

A. Newspaper ала novels 

B. independent ез 

C. Comics and sorti 

D. Magazmes ans se-help books 


How do you ке your steak? 
А. Welldone 


C. Medium-raze 
б f gent eat езх 


m 


What is your dream сез phone? 

A. The less complicated. ine be 

B. болело nat no one eise m 

C. Win lois of games and software. 
10 operate 

о ed, with lols of stylish 


READ 


EEG 


What's you dream car? 
A. Anying inat nas four wheels and 
ree 


в. SUV 
1 С вете 
б. Porsche 


‘How wat you pose In your yearbook 

photo? 

АК. Sometteng mai mommy would 
hang on the wall 

в. Wacky and crazy. wath tongue 
stcleng out 

C. You really don' care 

б: Glamorous, amosi exe a 
magaze photo shoot 


Моя, бе парай Belovs an assessment 
‘f your personae prote Fed out wrich 
‘nb you ero based on yous answers 
Soon, hes вота, wove эмо weelon 
nun wach Соса Cole best describes 
and suis you. Azer ал. mere $ notreng 
хе grabbing a Coke thart retesh you 
‘the way you ward llo, 

] Mostly A's 
чое a dassie Everyone finds I easy 
to lalkto уво and you дет along ven win. 
imosi sueybony Yed ind cosy to gel 
ta fonas, oven п iho mes rol 
pieces 


So to speak. youre tke tne Regutar Coke. 
| The one inat everyone has ahways loved. E: 


Mostly B's 
‘Youre on the vid side. You Ike to explore 
neu places, and you leve Ine outdoors 
You tind satisfaction in expenmerzing, 
ard а hoppy knaning Inal thore's куа 
| somotag Фм o de. 


ityou were a Coke, you d be Cherry Coke. 
There s always a cherry iia side л youi 
E 


| менус i| 

ard gat a tot gong for you coz youve 

Караты. 
fe айл Em gong па тытат. 
Sey кеду vil е Ж reme wed RS 

Es : 
холе detntey aVaniba Coke-youhave 
Jost tie git lean of vena 


f] thostty D's 
| Youre vcra sophisticated. You amaya 
stve 10 improve yourself. Yeu go lo the. 
RI entes teed because you know 
iato gaod fol you. ошто э Now Age 
phanomeront 


Coke шом 
Соке 
for you, 


suis you. it's the same 
vah iess inan 1 colori, F's good 
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Regulahhh 


No sugahhh 
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Cherry wildahhh 


Vanillahhh 
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10-9, өтт о Now 
ASKME WHAT'S оосо мот. бт! тыт 
WHAT THE ТЕ | ISAB- WHAT THE 

oat? RADO JOKE! YEARS. 


DATE 9. 


75/ Kills KONgEA( S! CONDOM coun Kiwe?) 


Ks: KiNG Pm? 


NANDITO PALA ANG 
HAMBOG МА KING, 


BYTOMARMSTRONG 


==] 


П 

| When It Absolutely, 

i Positively Has 

To Be There In Nine 
Months... 


BABY BLUES BY JERRY SCOTT 


ЕЕ 
NILILINIS KO \ 
Haue TIA 
SuMPIT КО. LOADED PALA i 
= NG ANIM NA 
BALA. 7 mice: 
С» 


ied 


BY PATRICK MeDONNELL. 
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BY LYRA GARCELLANO. 


ее? wins Do rien | 
You? Piers ARe even 
ENCOURAGING US TO САТ 
MeALs тне Size OF A 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


CANCER (June 21 to 


YOU BORN TODAY: Youre charming reals. There's ar mora to you than mets the oye. You haye wonder 
YOU BORN TODAY You're a charming паін. Таиба, rim Pray pod песа E Yous ona 
КОШУТ ittis ipe tit tort aep 
j 
ЗЕ e: Buster keaton, acordrectr Alda Sivesone actress; Susan Sarandon, actress. 
es ARIES March 21 t0 @ GEMM (tay 210 LEO (ul 23 to A. 
ONE Eo hr ei 
perhaps ou wani io oc prom 
ыы бйрден oers. ones however Renember that 
Шыны Мше тр 
Кын 
TAURUS (дий 2010 КЕҢЕ 
ШЗ тиу кош YInGO (hug. 2310 
то кА Po ту 
EB 
me cp OIL 
aro delend те ба! бошар knew ийер needs can certainly see new way ol 
КАЛТ АЙГА EI E 
e Nb ruo 


= 
mapan, (umen, Ой шышы 
me cu NM аг 

i 
IEEE 


might give to a charity or someone 
in need. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 


aos FTTTENETTT Tp a VA You nesa ие 
ien Zealander time to goof By your- 
5 Aardvark snack self to think or medi- 
втома hr - - Tate. Try to get a clearer 
Иша picture of where you are in your fe 
vase nd where you want 10 be. 
16 Mew теңи 
1 бам 
VES ER SCORPIO Oct. 2310 
бис, Mk Now. 21: Solitude wi 
sve De pleasing today. You 
зо Thek amk nesa me fo replenish, 
ЕЕ testorand energize 
задао уошзей. You want as tew distrae- 
25 Brans on be Tons as possi 
зион 
БЕУ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
Ed io Dec- 21}: Doni 
gaama your inner idealism 
38 Geinicred Хатипов you that your 
ga toved ones are any- 
Es thing more than ordinary humans. 
008 уез hey re special, but о are you. 
рз, GrP D 
ME D CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 
reet A io sjan. 19): Your boss 
ghee lon hese TT Dr Someone in authori- 
Sanayang oae: 200 Sy mightapproschyou 
FE E Е ta work on beta ola 
тогы 19 Pats one ү needy group or a chartabeorgai- 
b FII 2 кзы E 4 2. zation. You won't regret giving this 
FEUILLE [ETTU Some ot your tme and ейоп. 
йир ya nic drum 
uere, sem a, ВЕБ eleteket AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
80 Sromdaynioe онат рТ В Feb. 18): Tre re o 
n cds CAS od ш 4: oe ay 
ата Raro [S uBH5H on 
T" metered pls БЫЗ ‘You want ear mare 
som оны ВЕ ЕЕ] about the world. You want to know 
л mecs Ор БББ bout other cultures nd other 
а эше d ^ 
ишити 37 tonsrstan — ELMAIIOI 22005 = 
Hc oh 
4 Hove mca пе Bal PISCES (Feb. 1910 
5 Those lacking ирег March 20): You might 
Persio 38 Devour Борон S8 Taless жакин, 
sf ier dama ^ amem E M MTM 
рне re dut гобу. Help from other 
‚бон P sources comes ety o you today. 
0 Fasnon da Cit open (This is nice.) 
пме dlGodimen! миш Галуа 
юш A — | булшш: 
ААК ^ tem E 


23 AND WHERE'S 
THAT. ) SPOT THE SHTRAWBERRY 
EARL?) МАРТЕ WAFFLE BUSH? 


SYRUP. 


DIVINE COMEDY 


84... 


MIKROKOSMOS 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 


HINDI YA ВА MATATAKOT SA CbNGA E HINDI KO NA E 
С MRALANGHAE МЄ KANNO) RN SIYAPALA- ми MA SNAN 
АСЛО AMAK Mo? „л kostYA PA È LABASIN.PARA 
KAKAININ 2 SIGURADONG: 
Ne PAGEAING 3 
Каме. A 
E 
5 


KIKO MACHINE 


PAKATAPoS што, SEM 
‘BREAK NA.. ROUTING TIIS 
MA LANG белом FINALS! 
йшоон! KABA Ko TO- 

HULIMG HIRT ыя LANG To 
Васо торо RELAX- RELAX. 


‘GRACE UNDER 
"PRESSURE 


GRACE UNDER 
РЕЖЕ. 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


MALPKI-LAKI YATA 
ITW SAHIG PARA. 
Т 2! — 
$ Bl 


С, PARND МО 1а = 
ЖА ҮАМ2/ 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


KAYOD I> ene 
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Wond 


AKATI has changed so # 
muchandsofastinthe | 
last half-century that 


it is possible to date people by 
the Makati landmarks they re- 
member: Rizal Theater, Brick- 
town, Makati Supermarket, An- 
gela Arcade, Monterey Apart- 
ments, QUAD, etc. АП these 
places are now extinct as di- 
mosaurs, they remain but faint 
memories to people who now 
walk, work and shop around 
Greenbelt 1, 2, 3, 4; Glorietta 1 
and 2; the Makati Shangri-La 
Hotel and 6750. 

Some structures like the pre- 
sent Filipinas Heritage Library on 
Makati Avenue, between the old 
Makati Stock Exchange building 
and the Peninsula Hotel, was 
once the Nielsen Tower Restau- 
rant, and earlier the Manila Inter- 
national and Air Terminal, an an- 
cient airport whose runway is 
now Makati Avenue (or is it Paseo 
de Roxas?). What buildings you 
remember about Makati reveals 
yourage. 

When the old Ayala Museum 
was demolished two years ago 
some rabid heritage conserva- 
tionists complained that the 
commercialization of Makati 
had a numbing effect on people 
leading to a lack of concern over 
the squat, dated concrete box 
designed by the lare National 
Artist for Architecture Leandro 
V Locsin. In its place now stands 
ап imposing six-story structure. 
of granite, glass and steel, de- 
signed by Leandro Y. Locsin 
Jr—a new Ayala Museum big- 
ger and better than the old one, 
їп time the Ayala Museum will 
drop the adjective new and the. 
old structure will again be a 
memory. 

What most people remember 
about the old Ayala Museum is 
along and dark tunnel contain- 
ing 63 handcrafted dioramas 
that provide a static but three- 
dimensional capsule history of 
the Philippines. These diora- 
mas are still around, on the sec- 
ond floor of the museum, 
spruced up and arranged with 


of boat models and even wall 
charts that make visitors mea- 
sure themselves, physically at 
least, with Jose Rizal, Andres 
Bonifacio and Manuel Luis 
Quezon. It is better lighted and 
a delight to visit. While the dio- 
Tamas do not extend to 2004, 
the end of the tour are three 
rooms with a multimedia pre- 
sentation that remind us of: 
Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos, 
Martial Law, Benigno and Cory 
Aquino and of course, People 
Power 1986. It is a tunnel of 
memory and yet few will re- 
member beyond the present 
building or the original Locsin 
building inaugurated in 1974 
to even imagine the beginnings 
of the museum in the Insular 


‘THE PHILIPPINE National 
torical Society, founded in 1941 
and the oldest historical society 
in the Philippines, will hold its 
25th National Conference on Na- 
tional and Local History on Oct 
21-23 at Cavite State University 
in Indang, Cavite. 

Former Prime Minister Cesar E. 
A. Virata, president of the Cavite 
Historical Society, will deliver the 
keynote address on "Cavite's Eco- 
nomic Transformations Over the 
Years.” 

Since its first National Confer- 
ence on Local and National Histo- 
ry in 1978 at Xavier University, 
the PNHS has held annual confer- 
ences on local and national histo- 
ries in various locations in the 
country. 

‘The conference theme this 
year is "Focus on Cavite Studies: 
Local History in the Context of 
National History" with papers to 
be presented on a variety of top- 
ics covering the history and cul- 
ture пог just of Cavite but also of 
areas beyond the province such 
as Visayas and Mindanao, and 
even the Marianas. 

‘Among these topics are the re- 
gion's culinary and church histo- 
ту, Caviteno writers, Chabacano 
poems, the PC Band, folk songs, 
anting-anting and religious folk- 
lore, population history, everyday 
life during the Revolution, the ar- 
chaeology of Cavite Puerto, insti 


ча —— = oR ы ышына py. qo s 
Riiie раа е 7 күс ЭЕ. 
[with museum director Nina Baker, former President Corazon. 37. - S J^ : { Museum starts 


other materials like a collection FAÇADE ofthe new Ayala Museum. tumes was brought in from the they confront an uncertain fu- 


Conference on national 
and local history in Cavite 
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erful shell of heritage 


(Адто, Vice President Noli de Castro and Ayald Foundation, 7: =- ; p> 
{chair Jaime Zobel de Ayala. BET Я 


a anewonitsaimto 
allow our history 
T and culture to 

*"* become а source 
èi} of pride for 
Filipinos 


putside by side with a set of simi- 
lar plates, actually engravings 
ыз hand.colored by the 19th-century 

Filipino master Justiniano Asun- 
cion. 

Bought by tourists as souvenirs 
these two albums from Chicago 
and New York have never been 
loaned outside the US and they 
are both here on a homecoming 
visit and afford us not only a 
glimpse of life in the past, but 
provide some comparison and 
contrast with similar artifacts in 
the Philippines. 

Notable in this exhibition are 
actual pieces of clothing from the 
Leiden Museum of Ethnology in 
While most of the great pieces the Netherlands that validate 
were exported to Spain, Mexico, those documented in the Do 
and other countries, the images go and Asuncion albums. During 
gathered from local collections is the opening night some guests ac- 
a good sign їһаї тог ай ourcultur- tually came in custom-made Fi 
al treasures are abroad. Titled ipiniana attire based on these al- 
“Power+Faith+Image,” this ex- bums. 
hibition, curated by Ramon Ville. These costumes have been 
gas and Regalado Trota Jose, kept in storage for over a century 
Comes with a handsome cata. and most are being exhibited 
logue that is, for the moment, the publicly for the first time. While 
last word on ivory items once lighting and climate controls pre- 
thought tobe Spanish or Mexican serve these costumes during their 
but are now listed in internation- Philippine visit, conservation re- 
al auction catalogues, rightly as quires that upon their return to 
"Hispano-Philippinelvories the Netherlands these costumes 

“Multiple Originals, Original . will be laid о rest and not be ex- 
Multiples” is another exhibit that hibited again for the next seven 
brings together for the first time years. 
the watercolor albums of Philip. — Now open to the public and 
pine costumes by Damian Domin- dedicated to the Filipino People 
Z0: one from the Ayala Museum by the Ayala Foundation, the Ay- 
collection, the other from the ala Museum starts anew on its 
f . Newberry Library in Chicago. aim not only to collect and recol- 

Another album of watercolors lect the past but to allow our his- 
depicting different types of 19th- tory and culture to become a 
century Filipinos and their cos- source of pride for Filipinos as 


ere 


New York Public Library and was тше. 
Life building in the 1960s. 


Bigger space 
With a bigger space equipped 


with state-of-the-art galleries, the Ss 

present museum is a wonderful AcTOR’S ACTORS INC. 
shell designed to house not only 

the museum's modest collection # x lel жой 8 
of pre-colonial and colonial arti- E 

facts, paintings by Juan Luna, 255 
Fernando Amorsolo and Fernar 

do Zobel, maps, prints, but as ex- 
hibition space for important exhi- 
bitions. The inaugural shows on 
the fourth floor give us a view of 
life їп the past through an exhibit 
of ivory images made in the 
Philippines (some early ones by 
Chinese artisans) from the 16th 
tothe 19th centuries. 


bart 


guingona 


edad Молу 586 
Mec i apie ey e 
Gavi, amd Cie Maorbgne. 
phy. 

The speakers include the fol- 
lowing: Ruperto S. Sangalang 
and A Papa (Cavite State Unt 
O ELEA Be 
manillos (UP Diliman), Felice 
шее Su. Mara, Aon C 
Hila (DISU-Manila), Rosalinda С. 
Garibay and Edgar B. Tibayan 
(Dis Dasmarinas Jeffrey A 
шак (National storia nt 
ad, мр Tuta un, 
(University of Santo Tomas), Jose 
Alain J. Austria (DLSU-Saint Be- 
do) Auguso de Viana (Ne 
tional Historical Institute), Efren 
R. Abueg (DLS-Dasmarifias),Em- 
manuel F Calairo (DLS Dasmari- 
fias), Elmer A. Ordoñez (UP Dili- 
man), Earl Jude Paul Cleope (Sili- 
тап), Rene R Escalante (DLSU 
Manila), Ronaldo B. Mactal (DL- 
SU Manila), Francis A. Gealogo 
(Ateneo de Manila), Daniel C. 
"Talde (UP Tacloban), Rolando О. 
Borinage (UP Mania, Pub, 
Leyte), Calbi Asain (MSU-Sulu), 
Philip Nazareno, Maria Eloisa Р 
de Castro (University of Samo 
Tomas), and Bernardita R. 
Churchill october 8 - © Врт 


Call 9214575, 9261347, (046) 


a play on language, power and sex. 


directe by bart guingona 


4164531, 4164554 or 4164397. stageworX 1 5th level: edsa shangri-1a mall 
mail © niachurehill&hot- 
к 6а | tloketworld out! 891.9999 


ma.disu.edu.ph 


By Jessica Jalandoni-Robillos 


Contributor 
Об 
figure їп the Christie's 
auction of Southeast Asian art. 
{The works shall be exhibited at 
Grand Hyatt Singapore on Oct. 8 
and 9 asa preview to the bidding. 
Anita Magsaysay-Ho's "A Walk 
in the Rain” 5 rare. She is largely 
known for her women with Sino 
eyes, but the work to be auctioned 
does not show facial fearures. Just 
the same, it exudes the oriental air 
so characteristic of her paintings. 
The salakot and the straw poncho 
тау very well be Vietnamese yet 
the scene is common in many 
Philippine barrios. 

has ako the understated 
melding of the native and moder- 
riy signified by the blurry umbrel- 
la-ong figures in the back- 
ground. The boy is barefoot while 
in contrast, those covered by the 
umbrella seem shod and are in 
non-traditional garb. The rain 
serves as a perfect foil to the tropi- 
cal seene. 

A calming rendition in pinks, 
lenders and purple is Nena 
Saguils abstraction. The work par- 
lays the arists consistent photism. 
From her signature circulars radi- 
ate petallike haloes, These result 
inwhatmay be called balmy pulsa- 
tions, much like a mirage, as if she 
had transferred onto canvas a hal- 
Iucinatory vision, if not a sensa- 


NCE again, premier 


VICENTE of light 
Manansala's Mango Vendors" is vintage Fer- 
“Crucifixion” nando Amorsolo, his women tak- 


xs encore NIE 


má 


e ыа 
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Ї New AUCTION | 
| of Philippineart 


ing shade beneath a mango шее, 
sunlight dappling the ground 
through gaps of the greenery 
branches. 


tis nor, however, el amor solo 
‘who shall fetch the highest possible 
bid in this batch. In the running for 
highest bidding is a Vicente Man- 
ansala watercolor, the 1968 "Cruci 
fixion,” which is estimated at sb 
figures in American currency. Ë 

"The work is an amalgam ofthe £ 
artists character and his art-mak- 
ing. It encapsulates how he lived in. 
and with faith, and the profound 
effect faith had on his art. р 

The scene may be of two devout 
women venerating a santo, or of 
Mary the wife oF Cleophas or 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene at 
the foot the пей Jesus (m. AMORSOLO'S “Mango Vendo 
stead ofthe Virgin Mary and John 


the Beloved). Whichever. Man- 
ansala's cubism is apt in the final 
stage of the Christ's passion. 

"The reclining nude sculpture of 
Beneab may be considered the 
modem-day David. The figure, 
seemingly male, is androgynous, 
"with long heir and a lithe fure, 
slight even. Maybereminiscentofa ' 
Waif like Twiggy physique. 

SR, The features are not necessarily 
A рош, bu бип todos mat 
EGS mannequins do not necessarily fall 

under the “handsome” category. 
RED The fusion of the the classical and 
ABA the contemporary is fining in this 
wa age of the metrosexual. 

EE Other Southeast Asian works in 

the auction include those by In- 
donesians Hendra Gunawan and 
Affandi, and Singaporean Geor- 
ее Chen. Also featured are the 
Southeast Asian-themed works of 
mera Rudolf Bonnet of the Netherlands, 
Э ала Belgian AdrienJean Le 

Mayeur de Merpres 

It has been noted Philippine art 
is different from those of the other 
counties in the region in that 
айу any foreigner has penetrat 
ed its marker. Filipino amiss con- 

eto rile the local scene. 

"That homegrown Filipino art is 
at par with the rest of Southeast 
Asia andthe worl is shown in auc- 
à tions such as Christie's. Indeed, ће 
1 fere biddings for Philippine art in 
d these international trading should 

show i can hold йз own against 
the bestar of other nations 


—— 
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ABSTRACT by Nena Saguil 


WORK by the Indonesian Affandi 
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Email author at jejaro2002@ya- 
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ANITA Magsaysay-Ho's "A Walk in the. 


Racing event to benefit artists 
| and cultural workers 


ON OCT. 9, the Asian Cultural Jardin, Tikoy Aguiluz, Ramon, 
Council Philippines Foundation 
will sponsor a special racing 
event at the Manila Jockey 
Club, San Lazaro Leisure Park 
in Carmona, Cavite, ro raise 
funds for grants to deserving 
Filipino artists. 

Many established cultural 


The Cup is organized by Am- 
bassadors Isabel Caro Wilson 
and Narcisa Escaler, chair and 
president of the council. 

"The fist Filipino Arísts Cup 
event will feature a video docu 
mentary, depicting the role of 
past national and influential Fil 
ipino anists and their present- 
day counterparts who continue 
to enrich the Filipino soul 


icons have at опе time or an- 
other been recipients of Asian 
Cultural Council grants, such as 
Lucrecia Kasilag and Jose 
Maceda, Jose Joya, Nestor 
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"PASS the nursing board 
and the CGFNS easily and 
save money too," 
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+ Make learning fn and enjoyable 
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ZOT. LDING CONFIDE 

A PUPPET presentation of “Don KOTSE ыа 2 E 

Quixote,” a photo exhibit of archi- © F San tpe 


tectural wonders by Gaudi, music, A ing pre- FREE onsi 
poetry, dance, culinary treats and a Se > таса 


festival of critically acclaimed and 


award-winning Spanish films are т 2 t rosa aman satel v tin 
in the calendar of “Fiesta,” the Е Бы 
month-ong Spanish festival for d im! “ 


culture and the arts. 

Instituto Cervantes, the Spanish Cultural 
Center, bas lined up the activities for the an- 
nual event, which kicked off last Friday with 
the grand launch party at the Greenbelt 3 
fountain arez, organized with Ayala Land. 

"Fiesta 2004" boasts of a more lavish celebra- 
tion, with a variety of cultural events, live per- 
formances and Spanish performing artists who 
wil be flown in to Manila for special shows. 

Last Saturday, the legendary Spanish pup- 
pet troupe, Bambalina, delighted audiences 
with its multi-awarded presentation of 
Miguel de Cervantes! classic “Don Quixote,” 
at the Carlos Р Romulo Auditorium of the 
RCBC Plaza in Makati City. 

‘Bambalina has earned numerous awards in 
Europe and Latin America for "Don Quixote, 
which has been described as a production 
that is “both intimate and vital, imaginatively 

SEEYOU/DA 


Aj ' CONTEMPORARY 
dance by Aukeran 
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Baby 


By Zeneida Amador. 
Contributor 


ATCHED Baby Barredo 
for the final casting of the 
musical she's directing, 


the MGM version of “The Wizard of 
par 

Meticulous as ever, she paid attention to 
every nuance of note and lyric for the musical 
interpretation, insisted on the actors picking 
at the text and subtext for meaning, and con- 
ferred lengthily with choreographer Jaime 
del Prado for what she wanted for the danc- 
ing. ° 

Tt was a long, laborious evening, but she 


ЕРЕ 


z 


fs 
Ў 
BABY Barredo as the legendary opera star 
Maria Callasin the award-winning play 
“Master Class” 


By Cora Llamas 
Tontributor. 


HE YEAR would likely 

be characterized as 
H “The Year of the Wom- 
an" as far as the Metro Mani. 
Ja- theater scene is con- 
сетей. 
Tomi Monsod’s fiercely liberal nun 
‘questioned a patriarchat Church in 
New Voice Company's "Sacriege'; 
and Tanghalang Pilipino's “Trojan 
Women,” led by Madeleine Nicolas’ 
Bloody but unbowed Hecuba, railed 
‘against the horrors of a war that is 
launched, fought, and won by men. 

Now its the turn of Actor's Actors 
Inc. (AAD їп its one-weekend run of 
David Mamers highly acclaimed 
"Oleanna." This time, the battle is 
fought inside the stiff, proper con 
fines of the academe, and as in the 
previous two plays, it is delineated by 
gender. 

A feisty lady student cries sexual 
harassment at the abuses—which 
тау be more verbal and emotional, 

ап physical —of his arrogant, know- 

all professor. 


Turning the tables 

Оп a two-month vacation from her 
‘studies and the beginning attempts to 
‘carve a stage carcer in London, Lara 
‘Fabregas essays the role of Carol, the 
once mousey prey who turns the table 
and becomes the predator 
| "She doesn’t come from a wealthy 
family, and it took her a lot to get to 
that school. She's also very angry, 
‘very politically correct, and has no 
magination," says Fabregas of her 
‘onstage character 
i The verbal fracas stars when Carol 
‘begs profesor John not to fai 
her—and he answers her with sophisti- 
‘cated, ivory-tower-sounding but empty 
‘phrases that frustrate her no end. 
1 “John likes to talk a lot and throw 
fout all his theories. When he starts 
"presenting that higher education is 
otally a waste of time, Carol {lashes 
back] ‘How can you say that when 1 
"worked hard to get here, and you, a 
‘teacher, say ivs all a joke?" 
1 Expect a loc of the intellectual de- 
‘bate ала unnerving intensity that 
usually accompany an AAI play. Di- 
"rector Bart Guingona, who also plays 
John, debunks the initial publicity 
hints of a latent sexual tension be- 
‘ween these strong characters in a 
Jove-hate relationship. 
È “Theirs is purely hate-hate. (The 
material is] unrelenting, makes no 
‘compromises, and is gripping but not 
-vicious—until you get to the point 
"where it almost becomes hand-to- 
hand combat. It will anger and polar- 
йе you, and make you and your date 
‘argue with each other," he says. 


ampu 


Asthe argument escalates and rais- 
es the stakes, both characters realize 
they have a lotto lose: John risks his 
tenure and his academic reputation, 
while Carol faces expulsion. 
Guingona says, “Їз about the 
whole university con game where the 
currency is power, and everyone is 
wrestling and trading for it.” 


Rejuven: 

The dramatic tension that the play 
brings to the characters, audience, 
and actors alike is a rejuvenation of 
Sons for Fabregas. The actress, who 
has played saints (Joan of Arc) and 
conflicted sinners. alike CCloser" 
“Shopping and Fucking”), remains 
candid about a Filipina actress gain- 
ing entry into London theater, espe- 
cially non-musical drama. 

"yovre typecast in a way when 
they look for an Asian woman. You 
feel stupid doing some of these 
things lie playing Thai masseur in 
а parlor—but you do it. But its nor 
just Asian casting. Гуе auditioned for 
Mediterranean and American parts in 
dramas and feature films. Once, 1 
tested for the leading lady of a Jude 
Law fiim but they cast someone with 
а name—that usually happens." 

During auditions, Ч used to get so 
nervous because 1 might be rejected. 
Now if I'm rejected, it doesn't affect 
me anymore. You keep pushing be- 
cause at the end of the day, you never 
know,” says Fabregas. 

She can also laugh good-naturedly 
at some of the more outrageous mo- 
‘nents she's encountered, "The wacki- 
test audition was fora French film and 
the script В French. My characteris 
‘American who speaks French, so 1 
was told that it was okay if my accent 
Was not perfec. But couldnt under- 
Stand what I was saying! So just 
it and [told myself] ‘Bahala nal" You 
can get thick-skinned.” 


gotwhat she wanted. 

Baby has such an eye for even the smallest 
detail that nothing escapes her eye and noth- 
ing escapes her ears perfect pitch. Truly the 
directors’ director. 


Toast of local theater 

Perhaps one reason Baby is such a good di- 
rector is that she is an excellent intuitive ac- 
tress. And she honed those instincts with for- 
mal study at the American Academy of Dra- 
matic Arts in New York. Not to mention her 
M.A. in music in Bloomington, Indiana, (fa- 
mous for its music school) and special studies 
in Juilliard. 

Her latest stints on stage were "The Cherry 
Orchard,” “South Pacific,” “Oliver” "Over The 
River and Through The Woods,” "Master 
Class" and “Late Nite Catechism.” Before that, 
оё course, she was the toast of local musical 
theater ia “Mame,” “The Sound of Music,” 
“Hello, Dolly" "My Fair Lady” and as Dulcinea 
in"Man of La Mancha." 

She also had a TV show called "Baby is Му 
Name," which featured excerpts from musi- 
cals and plays. In short, Baby did not come to 
thedirector's seat unprepared. 

She stopped singing when she thought it 
was time to, and only took straight plays 
when she was needed at the Rep, like the 
good trouper that she is. 

Years ago, we had sold "The Owl and The 
Pussycat, a two-hander with Nestor Torre, 
fora one-night extension show at the UP but 
she had a high fever which her old family doc- 
tor later on confirmed was H-Fever 

She gamely went on, changing her block- 
ing now and then, with Nestor adapting eas 
ily and nobody in the audience any wiser. 
They got a standing ovation at the end of 
the show. It was straight to the hospital after 
that for Baby. 

"Then, during a performance of "The Sound 
of Music,” she sprained her ankle badly before. 
getting into the car to go to ССР Her ankle 
‘was swollen so badly, she couldn't put on her 


shoes. Irma Ponce Enrile-Potenciano's hus- 
band, Dr. Potenciano, was backstage, so he 


s face-off 


bles. " 


here! Ian’ 


ion of sorts 


ad 


Then chere were the first 10 
months when she tried waiting on ta- 

manticized it in the begin- 
ning, that | was an actress, and ac- 
tresses work on the side as waitresses. 
Bur it was brainless. After а few 
‘months, 1 was saying, ‘Get me out of 


[and act] because he knew I was so 
frustrated in London." 

Delays and occasional hurdles 
notwithstanding, Fabregas remains 
оп track, with an eye toward the 
bright side. "I'm independent. I man- 
age to pay the tent [though] London 
is more expensive than Paris." 

The light glow subtly shifts into an 
intense flame, shades of the rising 
courage that theater-goers will see in 
her character this weekend. Fabregas’ 
last words might well be the combat- 
ive Carol's: "There is still something 
to work for. 1 haven't achieved yet 
‘what set out to achieve.” 


ААГ “Oleanna” runs at Stageworx, 
5/Е Shangri-La Plaza Mall on Oct. 8- 
9. Call 5365844. 


ms ó 


gave her a shot and told her to try not to put. 
too much weight on the injured ankle. 

Well, she had to sing and dance, so she 
went ahead and did what she had to do. 
When the painkiller wore off, it was merciful- 
Iy toward the end of the show, and she fainted 
ight after curtain call. But she did finish the 
show. 


The leading 
lady of 
Philippine 
theater is an 
excellent 
intuitive Pioneering days 

There are so many other instances where, 
with back pain or flu, she just went on be- 
cause, as she put it, “you can't disappoint that 
audience out there” 

Now, actors and actresses are more com- 
fortable, with better pay, rehearsal fees and 
understudies or alternates or swings. 


But we were pioneering їп theater then, 
and life is always harder for those who cut the 


actress 
anda true 
directors’ 
director 


asa 


GANTIMPALA Theater Foundation (GTF), to- 
gether with the National Parks Development 
Committee (NPDC), is presenting Francisco 
Balagtas’ "Florante at Laura,” staged in the 
form of the Filipino komedya, beginning Oct. 
15 at St. Scholastica’s College, Manila. 

‘This awit by Balagtas, believed to be writ- 
ten by the poet during his prison term, is an 
enduring metrical Filipino romance that em- 
bodies humility, courtesy and love told in 
399 twelve-syllable Tagalog quatrains. 

‘As GTF president and artistic director 
Толу Espejo explains, “We are giving this de- 
lightful epié poein-an artistic facelift as we 
use an authentic Filipino theater form—the 
komedya. Elements of the komedya such as 
the marcha (slow tempo entrances); paso 
doble (livelier and faster-paced entrances); 
pingkian (Christian and Moor soldiers march 
upand down with royalty, recite lines in uni- 
son, and prepare for battle); and batalla 
(duel of the warring armies) are all in the. 
play. All these will surely entertain and edu- 
cate the viewers, and deepen their apprecia- 


For intellectual exercise, and possi- 
bly a career option, Fabregas is taking 
Life Sciences via distance learning at 
Open University. Her studies give her 
room and time for auditions, as tutor- 
ing is done online and the various 
subjects can be taken at one's pace. 
While the actress remains mum 
about her break-up with Raymond 
Bagatsing, she is more open about her 
new love whose privacy she prefers to 
respect. "I am seeing somebod, 
confirms, a bit of a glow lighti 
her face. “He's a British banker. We've 
been together for a year He's fun and 
adventurous, We enjoy the same 
things like mount 
food and walking. He is very support- 
ive. 1 was just about to be here {in 
Manila] on holiday for two weeks, 
but he suggested that 1 stay longer 


she 
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of a thousand ovations 
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` BARREDO as Bloody MaryintheRodgersand — 7* 
Hammerstein classic “South Pacific.” Also in photo 
is Raymond Lauchengco as Emile de Becqu 


me 


path. The upside is, the discipline is strong, 
the commitment unswerving, and the cause 
always believed worthwhile. All this, Baby 
continues to bring to the theater. 

As 1 watched: Baby working long into the 
audition night, without getting tired, impa- 
jent or giving up on anything right to the very 
end, 1 wondered why people do the things 
they do. More specifically, why artists spend 
so much time on their art when the pay is пог 
at all commensurate (at least in this country) 
nor the work rifling and easy. 

Sometimes it seems so unfair that some can 
focus and commit so much and give their all, 
while crooks and grafters get away with mur- 
der and get rich in the bargain. 

But ! shouldn't wonder why. Baby simply 
dismisses these puzzlements with "1 sleep. 
very well at night." 


‘Florante at Laura’ 
‘kome 


dya’ 


tion and understanding of this Filipino dra- 
matic structure.” 

‘Cast are the GTF Actors Company led by 
Arkin da Silva (Florante), Adriana Agcaoili 
(Laura); Wowie de Guzman and Richard 
Signey (alternately playing Adolfo); Dido de 
1а Paz (Haring Linceo); Bodiie Pascua (Duke 
Briseo); Yutaka Yamakawa Jr. (Menandro); 
Jay-R Inocencio and Michael King Urieta (al- 
ternately playing Batang Florante/narra- 
tor); Joel Molina (Aladin) and Paula Ferrer 
and Mikki Hernandez (alternately playing 
Flerida). 

Scriptwriter/artistic consultant is Rodante 
Hernandez, lights designer is Joey Nombres, 
set designer is Sonny Aniceto and choreogra- 
pher is John Dekster Santos. 

Performances are on Oct. 15-17 (10 
2/2 pm, St. Cecilia's Hall, St. Scholasti 
саз College, Manila); Oct. 22:24 (10 a.m./2 
p-m., AFP Theater, Quezon City); and Nov. 5 
and 6 (10 a.m,/2 рт, RFC Cinema Theater, 
Las Piñas City). 

Call 8995745 or 8963503. 


YUTAKA Yamakawa Jr. (Menandro) and Arkin Da Silva (Florante) 


THE COLAYCO Foundation for Education, 
Ine. headed by Francisco J. Colayco, au- 
thor ofthe best-selling book "Wealth With- 
in Your Reach (Pera Mo Palaguin Mo)," 
will conduct a five-hour seminar on finan- 
cial matters together with other financial 
experts on Oct, 15 and Nov. 13 at the Con- 
ference Room of SM Megatrade Hall, SM 
Megamall, Mandaluyong City. 

Colayco has been presenting a series of 


Seminar 
on financial fitness 


“Kalayaan sa Kakapusan" seminars in 
Hong Kong for the OFW sector. His mis- 
sion is to educate the working class, OF 
and their families and students that finan- 
cial independence is within everyone's 
reach. 

Call 4350265, 4350556, 4350185 or 
text KSK 0917-8537333. E-mail colayco- 
foundation@yahoo.com ог visit 
wwwcfeksk.com 
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of Spanish cultural elements. As in the dance 
category, we feel that this year, we should break 
away from the stereotype, that’s why we invited 
а contemporary dance group that is of great 
prestige and innovative capacity” 

Galvan is referring to Aukeran, a Spanish 
modern dance company which deviates from 
the traditional flamenco and fuses the Basque 
tradition and modern innovation. The 10- 
member group, formed in 1997, will perform 
‘on Oct. 9 at the Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines. Highlight of the performance is the im- 
pressive light display that captures the body 
movements and intense footwork of the 
dancers. 

In "Gaudi," noted Spanish lénsman Marc 
Llimargas captures in photographs the most 
symbolic works of architect Antoni Gaudi, 
who was at the forefront of the art nouveau 
movement in Spain in the late 19th century 
until the early 20th century. Gaudi created 
some of Barcelona's most notable and fasci- 
mating landmarks. By fusing art nouveau and 
Gothic influences, Gaudi came up with an 
original architectural genre that he called 


recreating the spirit of Cervantes! immortal 
work." The group believes that puppetry can 
bea vehicle for expression for adults, so that it 
draws from the great works of literature for 
inspiration. 

"The play, "Recoged Esta Voz (Gather This 
Voice)," based on the Ше and works of Miguel 
Hernandez, one of the most important Span- 
ish poets, will be presented by Dulaang UP on 
Oct. 20, 7:30 p.m. at the RCBC Auditorium. 


Flamenco, 


paella, 
puppetry 
and 


poetry 
dominate 


Hernandez in Filipino 
Meanwhile, “Recoged Esta Voz," the multi- 
lingual anthology of Hernandez's immortal po- 
etry, will be launched on Oct. 18, 7:30 p.m., at 
the RCBC Auditorium. The poems, translated 
fmo seven Pilipino language, wil be ead in 
their original Spanish version and also in En- 
glish, Kapampangan, Ilocano, Bicolano, llong- 
the go, Cebuano and Chabacano. Joey Ayala will 

Tender some of the: Spanish poems into songs. 

А т ао year and Tet 
festival made a mark on Manilas ойша sene. Says 
* ў Javier Galvan, director of Instituto Cervantes: 
i "Every year, we try to give Filipinos a wide array 
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“Mediterranean Gothic.” 

The exhibit will un from Oct. 5 to 31 at the 
‘Ayala Museum in Greenbelt 4, Makati. On 
Оа. 6 at 1:30 pm, restoration architect and 
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BAMBALINA’s highly acclaimed puppet version of "Don Quixote” 
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cultural historian Ramon Zaragoza will deliv- 
era lecture on the influence of Gaudi on Fil 
ipino architecture. 

Another photo exhibit, "Las Calles de Manila,” 
by Marion Despues, will be held from Oct. 11 to 
30 at Casa Armas Restaurant in Greenbelt 3, 


Intramuros on canvas 

То mark Spain's National Day on Oct. 12, 
Instituto Cervantes will hold an on-the-spot 
painting contest, "Concurso de Pintura Rapi- 
da," at the historic Intramuros. Theme of the 
contest is “Rincones de Intramuros (Corners 
of Intramuros)," which should be the inspira- 
tion forevery art workto be submitted. 

‘The competition is open to all Philippine 
residents, 17 years old and above. A partic 
pantis entitled to submit only one entry (mi 
mum of 35 x 38 em and maximum of 60 x 60. 
cm), done in any medium. Registration is оп 
Oct. 17, from 7 t0 9:30 a.m., at the Puerta Real 
Gardens in Intramuros. Submission of the fin- 
ished paintings will beat 3 p.m. The exhibit of 
the art pieces is from 4 to 7 p.m. The winner 
will receive P35,000. A Peoples Choice Award 
will also be given. 

Meanwhile, a painting exhibit, "Letras у 
Figuras," will consist of the works of the fir 
ists of the ninth "Letras y Figuras" painting. 
competition with this years theme, "Spanish 
Icons." It will open Oct. 15, 7 pm. at the 
Greenbelt 3 Lobby. 

The Art Film in Greenbelt 1 is the venue of 
the third Spanish film festival, “Pelicula, Pe- 
tikula,” which runs until Oct. 17. Eighteen re- 
cent Spanish and Latin American film titles, 
boasting of award-winning directors and no- 
table actors, will be screened with English 
subtitles. Moviegoers will get the chance to 
vote for the best film and even win a trip for 
two to Bangkok. 

Spanish music will also be showcased by 
the performing acoustic duo of Joseph Hen- 
riquez and Hang Nguyen, Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m. 
atthe RCBC Auditorium. 

‘And what is Spain without flamenco and 
the sumptuous paella? 

Caponata Argamacho, one of the best fla- 
mencojazz trios in the world, will perform ina 
series of concerts: Oct. 20, 7 p.m., in Cebu; 
Oct. 21, 7:30 pam, at the RCBC Plaza in 
Makati and Oct. 22, 7 p.m. at Greenbelt 3. 

For gastronomic delights, Instituto Cer- 
vantes and Hyatt Regency Hotel are holding a 
month-long Spanish food festival, with au- 
thentic Spanish cuisine to be prepared by а 
Spanish chef, 

‘The music and food treats will have a 
reprise during the "Verbana" street party 
Intramuros, featuring Latin bands and Span- 
ish restaurants in Manila, on Oct. 17. 


Call the Instituto Cervantes, 5261482 to 85. 
Visit heep://manila.cervantes.es 
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of Joseph 
Henriquez and. 
Hang Nguyen 


BLACK comedy 
by Spanish 
filmmaker Alex 
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